ABOUT “MERCAZ”
“MOVEMENT FOR THE REAFFIRMATION OF CONSERVATIVE (MASORTI) MOVEMENT

“MERCAZ” represents. MERCAZ — which means “center” in Hebrew but also was used as an acronym for “Movement for the Reaffirmation of Conservative (Masorti) Zionism” — was established in the late 1970s as the Zionist arm of the worldwide Masorti movement. The aim of its founding was to enable Conservative/ Masorti Jewish organizations worldwide to have representation in the “national institutions” of the Jewish people — the World Zionist Organization, Jewish Agency for Israel, Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael (JNF), and Keren Hayesod (United Israel Appeal).
MERCAZ is not just another movement organization; it is a comprehensive framework in which Israel/Zionist engagement is enhanced for the spectrum of Conservative/Masorti groups. This inclusive approach also applies to the MERCAZ chapters operating in 16 countries — United States, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Argentina, Uruguay, Chile, Mexico, Brazil, Spain, Ger-many, France, Ukraine, Russia, Hungary, and Sweden — with more on the way. In addition to political influence at decision-making tables, the Conservative/Masorti movement gains financially from the votes cast for MERCAZ every five years for World Zionist Congress representation. Subsequent national institution allocations promote Israel-oriented conferences and missions, Israel awareness, and Israel engagement everywhere that Conservative/Masorti Jews reside. The allocations translate into approximately $4 million annually.
Through successful representation of the movement’s values, the stature of the Conservative/Masorti movement grows and the centrist voice within world Jewry is widely heard on behalf of: ! 
· Israel as a Jewish and Democratic state
· Defense of minority rights inside Israel (including the LGBTQIA+ community, Arabs, differently abled individuals, adherents of minority Jewish religious streams)
· Advocating the expression of religious pluralism in Israel (worship at the Kotel, life-cycle ceremonies, governmental allocations, etc.) 
· “Shrinking the conflict” with the Palestinians, where possible! 
· Environmental responsibility
· Defending the recognition of Conservative/Masorti conversions 
· Opposing changes in Israel’s Law of Return
· Jewish unity without uniformity 
· Enhancing Israel-Diaspora relations
One hundred twenty-five delegates affiliated with MERCAZ and Arzenu constituted the “swing” votes in a victorious coalition among the approximately 625 delegates who voted. If these 125 affirmatives had instead been opposing votes, the outcome would have had negative results: What they affirmed: ! 
Anchoring the position of Israel’s Declaration of Independence, which clearly supports civil rights for all minorities in the world Zionist movement (418 yes, 202 no) ! 
Reaffirming the Jerusalem Program — affirming Jewish unity and Israel as the state of the Jewish people, not merely of the Jewish religion (398 yes, 225 no) ! 
The WZC’s calling on the Israeli government not to amend or limit the Law of Return (399 yes, 237 no) ! 
Reaffirming Israel as a Jewish and democratic state and advocating against hasty and one-sided changes in its judiciary (368 yes, 262 no) ! 
Strengthening synagogues — of all streams, not just Orthodox — and Jewish community centers in the Diaspora in their connection to Zionism and the State of Israel (388 yes, 243 no) ! 
Complete equality for LGBTQIA+ individuals in the nation-al institutions, including the WZO, Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael (JNF), Jewish Agency for Israel, Keren Hayesod (354 yes, 271 no) ! 
The WZC’s opposing the revocation of recognition of Conservative and Reform conversions conducted in Israel (384 yes, 238 no) ! 
Mandating appropriate representation — at least 40 percent — of women in all levels of the national institutions (432 yes, 197 no)
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It's easy, just follow the steps below!
 1. Go to votemercazusa.org
2. Click Register & Vote Now. (there is a very small administrative fee of $5 payable online)
3. Retrieve the voting PIN number that will be sent to the email you registered with.
4. Return to the votemercazusa.org webpage and enter your assigned voting pin. 
5. Vote for SLATE17 - MERCAZ
6. Click Vote
7. Check your email shortly after to confirm that you received an email confirming your vote.















