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Did Abraham
pass his test?

By Rabbi Jemnifer ieiner
Specalto W

This week's Toran porton is Vayera,
Genesis 18:1-22:24.

ayerais one of the most well

Known passagesofToah,since

itis alsoread by many on the

s day of Rosh Hashanah. In
the Last prt o the portion, known 35
Akedat Yitzha o the Binding of saac,
God tests Abraham and instrcts him o
sacifie i son fsaac on Mount Morish.
(Genesis 221-19).

When it came to

his own son’s life,
Abraham did not
protest.

Thispassage i ificul 1o understand.
1tbring o mind questons tha defy our
modern sensibltes. How i 1t posile:
2 father would follow 3 deity who
commands him o take his beloved son
pa mountain andsacice him n order
0 prove love of and loyalty t God?

According to many commentators,
incluging Rabbi Harold Kushner, the
test was not whether Abraham would
follow the command but, rather, it
Abraham wouldargue with God n order
0 save lsaac. After al, earte In this
portion,Abraham argued and bargained
with God to save th cites of Sodom
and Gomorah fo the sake f 50 igh-
te0us people Winen Abraham realized
that there were not even 10 righteous
people, he gave up.

These commentators surmise that
God was testing Abraham 10 see i
e would argue for jusice o prevail
even If it meant going against God.

Was 10 tesch future generations tatake 3
stance o ighteousessevn nthe face o
authority and great perl. Abiaham
passe e st

When it came to his own son' e
hough,Abraham dd no protest. e took
s 500 up Mount Morah and placed im
on the alar he buit and took the ke n
i handtoscrife e It ws ot unil .
v res outfor hm 0 sop tht vt
casesfrom physicaly ofring s o God.

Some commentators have expressed
the idea that this passage vas & tale
of heroism and wilingaess rther than
Jusce and_ righteousness. Others
nsist tht I 3 moralty play in which
the main character made 3 mistake
and should have insisted on justice for
another human beng out of compassion
and concem. I ather words, Abraham
s ethr a grat hera for following the
{nsructons o he fied th s

Ve, ther are commentatos who state
tht braham ke h had alresdy passed
Gods test because God had promised
Abraram thathe would be he fatherof 3
great nation Without Isaac, that promise
ol ot came o oion

How should we stand up 1o injustice?
What can we Go 1o rght 3 wrong?
Perhaps the answer s that when ve
are faced with such aovrsty that all.
else fals the answer i 1o stand up and
demand st

‘Questons or discussion

In out world today, have you ever
encountered 3 time in which you felt
25 ifyou were being tesed by 3 igher
being o force? When you hear o nustice
n the werl, is your falt tested? What
injustice_uiggers you? s it poverty,
unger,the pesection of minories o the
Iossof il Unertes When you e tested,
howdo you resc? Wi
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