
Respiratory Viral Testing:
Flu Season, Adult/Pediatric (>5 years) 

1. Risk factors for progression to 
severe influenza infection 
2. Eligible for influenza treatment and 
within 72 hours of symptoms onset
3. Epidemiologic/public health 
concern 

No

COVID-19 
and Flu PCR

COVID-19 
PCR

Is patient currently hospitalized or  
being considered for an admission 
due to a respiratory illness?

Yes

Suspicion for respiratory viral 
Infection

NoYes

COVID-19 
and Flu PCR



Respiratory Viral Testing: 
Non-Flu Season, Adult/Pediatric (>5 years) 

COVID-19 
PCR

Suspicion for respiratory viral 
Infection



Respiratory Viral Testing: 
Flu Season, Pediatrics (≤5 years)

Suspicion for respiratory viral 
Infection

YesNo

1. Documentation in the medical record of 
immunocompromised or high risk due to 
cardiopulmonary disease

2. Epidemiologic/public health concern

Is patient currently hospitalized or  
being considered for an admission 
due to a respiratory illness?

Is RSV 
circulating?

Yes No

COVID-19 
and Flu PCR

COVID-19, 
Flu, and RSV 

PCR

Yes No

Is RSV 
circulating?

No

COVID-19 
and Flu PCR

COVID-19 
PCR

Yes

COVID-19, 
Flu, and RSV 

PCR



Respiratory Viral Testing: 
Non-Flu Season, Pediatrics (≤5 years)

Suspicion for respiratory viral 
Infection

YesNo

1. Documentation in the medical record of 
immunocompromised or high risk due to 
cardiopulmonary disease

2. Epidemiologic/public health concern

Is patient currently hospitalized or  
being considered for an admission 
due to a respiratory illness?

Is RSV 
circulating?

Yes No

COVID-19 
PCR

COVID-19 
and RSV PCR

Yes No

Is RSV 
circulating?

No

COVID-19 
PCR

COVID-19 
PCR

Yes

COVID-19 
and RSV PCR



Respiratory Pathogen Panel (all ages)

Has patient tested negative by COVID-
19, influenza and RSV PCR?

YesNo

Please refer to COVID-
19, Influenza, and RSV 

PCR algorithm 

Criteria for use of a Respiratory Pathogen Panel 
1. Inpatient: Critical illness due to respiratory infection 

without clinical improvement for >48 hours of 
admission.

2. Outpatient: Documentation in the medical record of 
immunocompromised with respiratory illness due to 
suspicion of viral respiratory infection without clinical 
improvement for >48 hours 

3. Suspected pertussis 

Yes No

Respiratory 
Pathogen 

Panel*

No further 
testing*Restricted to ID at MWH
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