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County Citizens Defending Freedom (CCDF-USA) Legal would like to remind everyone at 
CCDF-USA that this is the perfect time to research your local Advisory Board Committees. 
Several counties have a multitude of Advisory Boards and many term limits are about 
to expire. Now is the time to research boards, line up qualified candidates, and consider 
running for these boards. 
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ISSUE FEBRUARY 2023

Last month, CCDF-Legal provided you 
with a summary of a case out of St. Johns 
County, FL. Here are a few more 
summaries on lawsuits we are keeping a 
watchful eye on.

Hunter v. U.S. Department of Education: 
A Victory for Religious Liberty

A lawsuit seeking to eliminate a Title IX 
religious exemption offered under the 
Department of Education to safeguard and 
accommodate the sincerely held convictions 
of religious students and schools was 
recently dismissed in federal court by 
U.S. District Judge Ann Aiken of Eugene, 
Oregon. The Plaintiffs in this case were 
a group of LGBTQ+-identifying persons 
with the aim of preventing students of faith 
from using federal financial assistance at 
schools that operated according to their 

value system that the Plaintiffs deemed 
discriminatory. As a result of Judge Aiken’s 
decision, students of faith can continue 
to attend religious universities that share 
their beliefs without fear of losing federal 
financial aid.

Click to read story here.

Groff v. DeJoy: Religious Liberty in 
the Workplace

In 1977, the Supreme Court in TWA v. 
Hardison (432 U.S. 63) first ruled that 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act requires 
employers to reasonably accommodate 
employees when their sincerely held 
religious beliefs come into conflict with 
work requirements--that is, except in 
cases where said accommodations would 
cause the employer to “bear more than a 

CCDF-USA LEGAL 
SUMMARIES ON 
TRANSGENDER 
LAWSUITS

https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/us-judge-upholds-title-ix-exemption-religious-schools-2023-01-13/


legal update (cont.)

Education Legal Updates

de minimis cost.” The ambiguity of this 
standard is precisely what the Court will 
seek to resolve when it revisits its own 
definition of “undue hardship” in relation 
to the subject of religious accommodation 
requests in Groff v. DeJoy, No. 22-174, 
slated for oral arguments next April. 
Petitioner Gerald Groff, an observant 
Sabbatarian Christian and former rural 
mail carrier for the United States Postal 
Service (USPS), first challenged his 

employer’s denial of his requested religious 
accommodation to not work on Sundays 
after the USPS enacted disciplinary 
measures against Groff for missing his 
scheduled Sunday shifts. In response, Groff 
resigned and brought a Title VII suit against 
the USPS for alleged disparate treatment 
and failure to accommodate. However, both 
the District Court and the Third Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled in favor of the 
USPS, with the latter citing the Hardison 

decision to conclude that the request 
constituted “undue hardship.”

Click to read coverage here.

CCDF-USA will be monitoring Groff in the 
following months, as it is predicted to wield 
a significant impact on the relationship 
between employee rights and religious 
accommodation requests, something that 
could also have potential implications for 
COVID-19 and vaccine-related litigation in 
the future.

Denton County, TX - A blatant attack to discourage a local 
citizen from speaking at a school board meeting was brought to 
CCDF-Legal. This situation prompted CCDF-Legal to address 
the Lewisville ISD Board President. He was informed that his 
behavior was reckless and unacceptable, and that CCDF-Legal 
will be supporting citizens.

Watch the Lewisville ISD incident here.

“We hope identifying this issue will assist the board in 
mitigating these circumstances in the future so that our citizens 
may engage in civil and meaningful public participation free 
from unprofessional and unlawful public ridicule. Govern 
yourselves accordingly.”

Montgomery County, TX - Last month, CCDF-Legal was 
granted a Level 3 Appeal to the School Board which was 
held on January 17th for the Reconsideration of Instructional 
Resources regarding the book The Perks of Being a Wallflower, 
by Stephen Chbosky.

The results from the Level 3 Appeal held several positive 
outcomes, as the Conroe Independent School District (CISD) 
voted that The Perks of Being a Wallflower is NOT to be used 
for direct instruction in classrooms; that the named minor will 
NOT be required to read this book; and that the book be only 
available in high school libraries. Additionally, the CISD Board 
will be considering a parent consent “opt-in” or “opt-out” 
policy soon.

“Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world.”
NELSON MANDELA
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February 15, 2023 
 
Via Email Correspondence 
 
Mr. Tracy Scott Miller 
President, Lewisville ISD Board of Trustees 
1565 W. Main Street 
Lewisville, Texas 75067 
Tel: (469) 713-5200 
millert@lisd.net  
 
Dear President Miller: 
 
 County Citizens Defending Freedom-USA (“CCDF-USA”) is a nonpartisan grassroots 
organization committed to resolving breaches of liberty through local awareness, local light, and local 
action. When an issue occurs that imperils the freedom of citizens, CCDF-USA first contacts the 
involved party so that they may have a reasonable opportunity to address and remediate the violation 
of concern. When those efforts are unsuccessful, we pursue more public remedies that encourage 
accountability and transparency.  
 

We have been made aware that on November 14, 2022, the Lewisville Independent School 
District (“LISD”) Board of Trustees failed to follow the policies and procedures adopted for the public 
comment period during a regular Board meeting.1  Specifically, failure to follow written LISD board 
policy denied a citizen’s reasonable participation in a public forum which violated her right to petition, 
address, or provide remonstrance on an adopted LISD program. 
 

According to LISD board (BED Local) policy titled, “Board Meetings Public Participation,”2 
“[a]t regular Board meetings, the Board shall permit public comment, regardless of whether the topic 
is an item on the agenda posted with notice of the meeting.” Additionally, § 551.007 of the Texas 
Government Code provides that, “A governmental body may not prohibit public criticism of the 
governmental body, including criticism of any act, omission, policy, procedure, program, or service,” 
except criticism otherwise prohibited by law.3   

 
During the aforementioned regular Board meeting, a local citizen attempted to provide public 

comment on the Social Emotional Learning (SEL) software, EVERFI, utilized by the LISD school 
system.  During her comments, you, as President of the LISD Board of Trustees, displayed a reckless 
disregard of LISD policy and conducted yourself in a manner unbecoming of a public officer when 
you prohibited even the slightest public criticism of a LISD program. After raising your voice, you 
interrupted the speaker, curtailed her public participation, and usurped the limited time allotted to a  
 

 
1 It should be noted that LISD has seemingly implemented residency and student enrollment requirements to determine 
eligibility for public participation.  These requirements are absent from written policy adopted by the LISD board, and raise 
questions on reasonableness or whether public participation is implemented in an arbitrary and capricious manner.  
2 LISD BED Local update 114 of November 15, 2019.  
3 See TEX. GOV’T CODE § 551.007(e). 

Some of us may remember hearing this, not giving much thought on how these words would resonate in our future. For many of our 
CCDF-USA education divisions, these words may take on a bit of a different meaning. Recently, CCDF-Legal has had a major focus on 
education issues. Many counties are presenting a clear understanding of violations and attacks on our children’s education system.

https://adflegal.org/press-release/us-supreme-court-takes-case-involving-religious-accommodations-workplace
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6zpjfh1qnjq7t87/RPReplay_Final1668521614.mov?dl=0


Media Coverage on Conroe ISD:

Conroe ISD keeps ‘Perks of Being a Wallflower’ on high 
school library shelves, but out of curriculum

Conroe ISD votes to keep ‘The Perks of Being a Wallflower’ 
in libraries after late-night debate

Texas School Board Opts to Keep ‘The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower’ in Late-Night Vote

Florida Education News:

CCDF-Legal is encouraging our education teams to get 
involved and track this bill - Florida HB 1: School Choice. 
Florida House Speaker Paul Renner recently spoke with 
Step Up for Students about Florida HB 1: School Choice

We have provided the link for Florida Education teams 
to watch.

House Speaker Paul Renner mentions bills coming down 
the pipeline that will cover a variety of issues such as: DEI, 
Teachers Bill of Rights, FHSSA (Florida High School Athletic 
Association), and more.

EDucation legal updateS 
(cont.)

https://www.yourconroenews.com/neighborhood/moco/news/article/Conroe-ISD-controversial-books-Wallflower-17728291.php
https://www.yourconroenews.com/neighborhood/moco/news/article/Conroe-ISD-controversial-books-Wallflower-17728291.php
https://abc13.com/conroe-isd-book-ban-school-board-debate-over-young-adult-novel-[…]-of-being-a-wallflower-popular-removed-from-curriculum/12715767/
https://abc13.com/conroe-isd-book-ban-school-board-debate-over-young-adult-novel-[…]-of-being-a-wallflower-popular-removed-from-curriculum/12715767/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/conroe-texas-school-board-opts-to-keep-the-perks-of-being-a-wallflower
https://www.thedailybeast.com/conroe-texas-school-board-opts-to-keep-the-perks-of-being-a-wallflower
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1/BillText/c1/PDF
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1/BillText/c1/PDF
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1/BillText/c1/PDF
https://streamyard.com/zthyqtp434mu?fbclid=IwAR0L1BTRx25-vbUhLV8uat28OLJxD4_IkyJHGjIm9YPFtlyGW3IqsEsUfxc
https://streamyard.com/zthyqtp434mu?fbclid=IwAR0L1BTRx25-vbUhLV8uat28OLJxD4_IkyJHGjIm9YPFtlyGW3IqsEsUfxc


All CCDF-USA election divisions should be on the lookout for “Democracy 

Vouchers” (aka Democracy Dollars). It is anticipated to see a national push 

regarding these vouchers, so be on the lookout and counties beware! 

Read more here.

Georgia Election News
Lots of buzz coming out of Georgia as all eyes are on Dekalb County, regarding 

the Center for Tech and Civic Life (CTCL), Zuckbucks, and US Alliance. 

Counties are being presented with grant offers, only to find that these grants have 

a “bait and switch” element. Counties are not aware of the strings involved with 

these grants. CCDF-USA Election Teams should be on the lookout for these 

grants being presented in their counties. Here is an article on what is happening in 

Dekalb County, GA. Click to Read here.

Ballotpedia News Reports
“Since February 3, state legislatures have acted on 351 bills, a 9% increase from 

last week’s 322 bills. These 351 bills represent 25.7% of the 1,366 pieces of 

legislation we are currently tracking this year. Ninety-eight of these bills are from 

states with Democratic trifectas, 178 are from states with Republican trifectas, and 

75 are from states with a divided government.” source: ballotpedia.org

In last month’s CCDF-Legal Brief, we provided you with a tool that will allow 

you to identify election related legislation in all 50 states. Here it is again just in 

case you missed it.

More Legal News
CCDF-Legal will have more news to update you coming out of Montgomery 

County, TX:

Gaskill, Other Renowned Republican Leaders, File Suit Against Magnolia 

ISD, President Adcox To Demand Bond Election Recount

ELECTION News

Nueces County, TX 
in the news:

 
Click to watch: Real America’s 
Voice - The Charlie Kirk Show

 
Click to watch: 

Newsmax -  John Bachman

 
GEORGIA – COVID Litigation 
Conference - Attorney Jeff 

Childers will be guest speaker.
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https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2023/02/07/democracy-vouchers-putting-free-campaign-cash-in-the-hands-of-voters
https://www.greatergeorgia.com/kelly-loeffler-calls-for-investigation-into-new-zuckerbucks-scheme-in-dekalb-county
https://news.ballotpedia.org/2023/02/10/the-ballot-bulletin-ballotpedias-weekly-digest-on-election-administration-february-10-2023/
https://legislation.ballotpedia.org/elections/home
https://legislation.ballotpedia.org/elections/home
https://thegoldenhammer.net/gaskill-other-renowned-republican-leaders-file-suit-against-magnolia-isd-president-adcox-to-demand-bond-election-recount/
https://thegoldenhammer.net/gaskill-other-renowned-republican-leaders-file-suit-against-magnolia-isd-president-adcox-to-demand-bond-election-recount/
https://rumble.com/v26z6ey-how-ccdf-usa-is-empowering-citizens-to-take-down-corrupt-public-officials.html?fbclid=IwAR0G1wJKu2jwTCbPbPkaVqiHqV05vuNNl8pv9SllXj7Q0pm_tYOk19kWh_Q
https://rumble.com/v26z6ey-how-ccdf-usa-is-empowering-citizens-to-take-down-corrupt-public-officials.html?fbclid=IwAR0G1wJKu2jwTCbPbPkaVqiHqV05vuNNl8pv9SllXj7Q0pm_tYOk19kWh_Q
https://rumble.com/v26z6ey-how-ccdf-usa-is-empowering-citizens-to-take-down-corrupt-public-officials.html?fbclid=IwAR0G1wJKu2jwTCbPbPkaVqiHqV05vuNNl8pv9SllXj7Q0pm_tYOk19kWh_Q
https://rumble.com/v28kl36-ccdf-usa-attorney-jonathan-hullihan-on-newsmax.html
https://rumble.com/v28kl36-ccdf-usa-attorney-jonathan-hullihan-on-newsmax.html
https://www.vacsafety.org/events
https://www.vacsafety.org/events
https://www.vacsafety.org/events
https://www.vacsafety.org/events
http://ccdfusa.com

