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BLUEPRINTS 

Volume 84, Number 12 December 2020 

 Newsletter  

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church  

Changes in worship                                                         

at Prince of Peace      

starting this Sunday! 

 

For the four Sundays in Advent  -  November 29, December 6, 13, and 20  - you are       
invited to join us each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. for worship over Zoom. 

 

Together we will watch, wait and prepare for the celebration of the birth of the messiah.  
We will unwrap God’s gift to us in song, story and prayer! 

 

There is no need to register for worship.  If you are new to Zoom give yourself a few         
moments to download the free app and set it up. 

 

Now more than ever we will benefit from the stories the church tells in the weeks before 
Christmas. 

 

Now more than ever what the scriptures have to say will provide direction, hope and light. 

 

Now more than ever your participation in worship will not only benefit you but your family, 
your neighbors, your church, and the world. 

 

If 9:30 a.m. on Sunday isn’t convenient, please go to our website at a time (of day) that is 
and enjoy some Advent worship.  Christmas will be better because you did. 

   

 

 

 

Pastor Paul Lutz 
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  "First Coming"  By Madeleine L'Engle 
 

 

God did not wait till the world was ready, 

till...the nations were at peace. 

God came when the heavens were unsteady, 

and prisoners cried out for release. 

God did not wait for the perfect time. 

God came when the need was deep and great. 

God dined with sinners in all their grime, 

turned water into wine. God did not wait 

Till hearts were pure. In joy God came 

to a tarnished world of sin and doubt. 

To a world like ours of anguished shame 

God came, and god's light would not go out. 

God came to a world which did not mesh, 

to heal its tangles, shield its scorn. 

In the mystery of Word made Flesh 

the Maker of the stars was born. 

We cannot wait til the world is sane 

to raise our songs with joyful voice, 

for to share our grief, to touch our pain, 

God came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice! 
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COUNCIL NEWS 

 

 Council will send cards to our homebound members. 

 Misty Hollow Task force is underway and busy gathering information.  

 Council will communicate talking points from their retreat in November via email and 

regular mail.  

 Council Minutes will be communicated in weekly updates and blueprints. A hard copy 

of the minutes will be posted in the church. Please reach out to a council member with 

any questions.  

 There will be zoom worship experiences during the season of advent.  

Please speak with a council member with any questions, concerns, or suggestions.  

 

The next executive meeting will be December 9
th
. 

The next full council will be December 16
th
. 

GIVING STATEMENTS 

Year to date statements through 11/30/20 will be sent out the first week of December.  

Remember statements can be run at any time, please just reach out to Nicole Cable. 

E-mail: andcable03@yahoo.com     
Home Phone: 203.775.8358 
 
If you currently have an envelope # higher than 180, you will be assigned a new number 

for 2021. 

If you would like Nicole to set up annual giving online for 2021, please return the form to 

her by  December 20. If the financial secretary set this up for you last year, it will expire as 

of 12/30/20. 

x-apple-data-detectors://4
x-apple-data-detectors://5
mailto:andcable03@yahoo.com
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ADVENT WORSHIP 
 AT  

PRINCE OF PEACE                  
SUNDAYS AND                  
WEDNESDAYS 

 

November 29
th
, 2020 was the first Sunday in Advent - the 4 week season of preparation 

and anticipation for the birth of the messiah.  There will be two ways to worship this Advent 
at PoP. 
 

Join us every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. for a LIVE Zoom Service of the Word/Morning Prayer 
worship. The Zoom invitation is available on our website. 
 

Or 
 

Join us every Sunday (or during the week) any time after 11:00 a.m. on our website for the 
link to the recording of the earlier live zoom worship.  
 

Also 
 

Several of us in the PoP community have enjoyed Knute and company at Camp Calumet 
sharing the Holden Evening Prayer service on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m.  I know 
some of us have enjoyed participating in that service during Advent in the past. This year, 
we invite you to tune in with Knute and company at Camp Calumet at 7:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday evening - he will be sharing this service LIVE at least through Advent. Sing 
along in your own living room! Join the Camp Calumet YouTube or Facebook page to    
participate. 

  

INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION                                    
IS AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT 

 
 

 
 

Time is available during the week when you can come in, hear the words of institution, 

community prayers, eat and drink the bread and wine and meditate on this spiritual gift in 

solitude.   Please contact Pastor Lutz if you would like to receive communion at Prince of 

Peace.            
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COMMUNION DURING THE PANDEMIC 
As you may be aware, we have reduced the number of opportunities to receive              

communion since the start of the pandemic.  Keeping with the historical understanding of 

communion shared with the gathered community and out of an abundance of caution, we 

have offered communion only at our outdoor services and individually at the church by  

appointment. With the end of outdoor worship for the immediate future, we currently only 

offer “individually at the church by appointment communion”. (Let me know if this is of   

interest to yours). I am writing this to see if you are interested in having a conversation 

about communion at Prince of Peace.  

We are currently following the guidance of the ELCA and New England Synod to not offer 

communion over Zoom, the internet, or with recorded worship. This decision can be          

explained and explored if there is an interest. Let me know.   

And, as you might be aware, even the historical understanding of “communion to be 

shared (only) with a gathered community” is under debate. What does it mean in 2020 to 

be “gathered” What is “community”? Alternative thinking and new ideas can also be          

explained and explored if there is an interest. Let me know. 

In the meantime, I would like to offer a way of approaching the absence of communion 

during Advent. (We will be offering only live, Zoom worship Sundays at 9:30 am with the 

option to watch it later at your convenience on our website during December.) I am        

impressed with the request from some that we who have a choice to participate in digital 

communion would voluntarily abstain for those of who have no choice – the homebound, 

hospitalized, soldiers, inmates, those with no internet connection, etc. This can be seen as 

a way to obey the 8
th
 commandment as well as experiencing a powerful connection with 

all of God’s people.  

Such abstinence during Advent (our season of preparing our hearts and minds for the   

celebration of the birth of the Messiah) can also serve as a faith practice assisting us in 

our expectant waiting through prayer, fasting, and repentance, followed by anticipation, 

hope, and joy. This abstinence can be a gift that opens us up to something new. What a 

faithful way to observe Advent. 

Obviously, this is not the only ways to understand the sacrament or the opportunity God 

has placed before us today as the church. But it is consistent with our Lutheran and     

sacramental theology and will serve as a helpful foundation to any congregational               

conversation. 

So, what do you think? Shall we talk about this?    

Rev. Paul Lutz 
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CHRISTMAS CAROL SING-A-LONG 

Several members of POP were concerned about not being able to sing 

Christmas Carols together during this Christmas Season.   So, we will be 

having a Christmas Carol Sing-a-long on Sunday, December 13
th
 at  

2:00 pm at the church. Those in attendance will  social distance in “pods” 

wearing masks in the parking lot. There will be sheet music  provided so 

that we all will be singing the same words to the carols. Looking forward to seeing all of you 

and hearing your melodious voices as we join together in song during this Blessed             

Christmas Season! 

 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE EXCHANGE   

To have some POP fun and to have an opportunity to acquire an assortment of Christmas 

cookies without having to make multiple batches of different varieties of cookies, we are 

planning to have a Christmas Cookie Exchange.   Each baker will contribute 4 dozen    

cookies. You will need to email or give me the recipe for your cookies in advance so that 

we know what kind of cookies you are making and what ingredients are in the cookies (due 

to food allergies) and to enable us to provide everyone with a cookie recipe booklet.  

Our hope is to be able to take some extra cookies to our homebound and those in          

long-term care facilities. If you want to you can make extra cookies to make this possible or 

you could choose to donate a dozen or two of your cookie assortments towards this cause.  

We will put your assortment of cookies back in the container that you brought your own 

cookies to the church in. Please put your name and phone number on your container.  

We will let you know when your cookies can be dropped off at POP – this will be              

determined based on the situation with Covid-19 during the next month or so.  

Currently, a few of us plan to meet at POP on Saturday morning, December 19th to sort the 

cookies. Most likely you would be able to pick up your cookies late morning.  

Please let me know if you are planning to be part of our cookie exchange by calling or 

emailing me by Wednesday, December 16th. This will allow adequate time for me to put   

together the cookie recipe booklet. If you have any questions or would like to help, please 

contact me. Looking forward to enjoying some yummy Christmas cookies baked with love 

by POP members!!   

Thanks,  

Janet Lutz, jblutz60@gmail.com (609) 235-6070.  

mailto:jblutz60@gmail.com
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REFLECTIONS 
 

Being Mary  
by Paul Lutz 

 

“Who’s going to be Mary this year?” was the question on everyone’s mind. It was time 

to make role assignments for the annual production of the saag of Bethlehem. 

For the last three years Sara had been Mary. She was a good Mary, quiet and           

thoughtful, slow and believable. But over the summer Sara had grown five inches. Now 

she was too tall to be Mary, much too tall next to any of the possible Josephs.  Besides, 

it was someone else’s turn. But who? 

With no easy solution in sight, a contest was established. Each would-be Mary had to 

tell why she would be best for the role. The girls want to work with all the enthusiasm 

of Academy Award nominees. Each future Mary shared her qualification. “I’m the only 

girl with blonde hair.” “My little brother can be Jesus if I’m, Mary. “I can memorize all 

the lines.” 

No one seemed to be Mary material until Sara reluctantly came forward. “I probably 

shouldn’t do it again, but I think I ought to be Mary. You see, my Dad lost his job this 

year, and although its been tough going, it is the first time I’ve really felt God’s       

presence. I want to be Mary so I can tell others how God is born in our lives.” 

 

Gracious God help us experience the Christmas story from the inside out. Help us to 

see that you are as close to us as our children, as human as our stumbling efforts to act 

out the Nativity, and as glorious as the swelling of faith that brings hope where there 

was none. Amen. 
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 TWO EASY WAYS TO ENHANCE YOUR FINANCIAL 
STEWARDSHIP  

 

Do you shop at Amazon? Have Amazon Prime? Well the next time 
you shop go to Amazon Smile and select “ Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church”. Be certain to select the one in Brookfield CT. There are 
many others.) Then each time you make a purchase Amazon         
donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to 
Prince of Peace. Amazon Smile is the same Amazon you know. 
Same products, same prices, same service. But now you can support 
Prince of Peace by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com.  

 

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial? If so, you have two ways to exercise your financial 
stewardship. The first is that your account is earning “Choice Dollars” that you can direct to 
Prince of Peace several times a year. There is no cost to you and any Choice Dollars not    
distributed from your account are lost. Second, you have up to $500 available to you in a 
Thrivent Action Team kit. There is an application and the funds must be used to help others in 
the church or in the world but it’s yours for the asking. For more information talk to your 
Thrivent Associate or Joe Tucciarone, Financial Associate, New Milford, 800-972-5716. 

REMEMBER PRINCE OF PEACE  

IN YOUR WILL 

As Christians, what we leave behind is much more than a track record of daily events. A  

meaningful legacy enables the gospel’s message to ring clearly and ensures those who                   

follow us will discover what it means to be church in the 21
st
 century. 

A gift in your will or other type of legacy gift can provide Prince of Peace with the                   

opportunity to explore and develop ways of undertaking ministry differently. Support that                       

continues beyond your lifetime lays the foundation for a stable and exciting future that will           

continue to bring Christ’s vital and vibrant message of community, compassion, and hope to 

others. 

Speak to Rich Mercado, Treasurer or to your financial advisor for more information. 
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SUNDAY VIRTUAL COFFEE/
FELLOWSHIP HOUR  

Join us this Sunday at 11:00 a.m. for our weekly Fellowship/

Coffee Hour.  

It is an opportunity to stay connected, hear the latest               
congregational news, care for one another, and see the faces of 
all you are missing.  All during November tell stories of how we as 
a congregation and disciples encourage one another as part of 
our stewardship emphasis. 

Sign into a Virtual Coffee Hour by going to the link below. 

https://zoom.us/j/98888138373?pwd=ZXdJazlPQXlpRzRONm9EY1JOeE9iQT09 

If prompted 

Meeting ID: 988 8813 8373 Password: 735006 

It is always helpful to test your ability to join and visual & audio sounds on your computer or 
tablet prior to the meeting. 

See you Sunday at 11:00 a.m.! 

"Creating Community"  

Email Devotions sent on       
Mondays 

 

 

Creating Community is an email devotion to guide your preparation for worship next               
weekend.  
 

Imagine how much more clear and relevant God's Word will be if you have had an                     
opportunity to read, reflect, and dwell in the Word prior to worship. You may do this              
devotion as an individual, with others, as a family or over Zoom as a small group.  Each       
devotion arrives on Monday and can be engaged in anytime before Sunday's worship.  
 

The devotion includes three simple steps: 

1. Read through the text (provided) 

2. Respond to the questions (select one of the sets of questions from the three possibilities)  

3. Offer a Prayer (one is provided) 

 

If you would like to receive these devotions please sign up on our website. 

  



 

11 



 

12 

THE SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE PROGRAM  

Prince of Peace is again participating in the Salvation Army  Angel Tree Program.   

Thank you to all of you that took a Tag.  Gifts purchased should not exceed $30. If 

the item on the angel tag is more than $30, feel free to substitute the item. When 

the tags were prepared, it was not possible to research the price of each item.      

Attach the entire tag to the gift.  It is very important that the tag be secured to 

the gift  because it has the family number and the name of the child on the tag. 

When these become disconnected, it makes it difficult to try to match up the gift to 

the child. 

 DO NOT WRAP THE GIFT  

All gifts need to be back to the church by                         

Sunday, December 6
th

.  If you are unable to drop off 

before then, I will be at the church on Sunday                      

December 6
th

 from 1:00—2:00 p.m. for final drop-offs.  

~ Ernie Lehman 
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 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS IN 2020 

This Christmas we invite you to support the Danbury food pantry and PoP Love 
fund by donating the cost of a poinsettia ($10.00) before December 20

th
.  

Simply send your name, the name of the individual you wish to honor,              
remember or as a thank offering to God to:  PoPLutheranChurch@sbcglobal.net 
or snail mail to: Prince of Peace P.O. Box 5184, 119 Junction Road, Brookfield, 
CT 06804 or call (203) 775-9070.  Donations may be made online at                    
https://princeofpeacebrookfield.org/giving/ or sent through the mail or dropped 
off at the church office most mornings before 1:00 p.m. (It is always best to call 
first). 

The list of those who donated the cost of the poinsettia and those they honor, 
remember or celebrate will be listed in the Christmas bulletin and January   
Blueprints. 

Deadline: Monday, December 20
th

, 2020 

Please complete the following for the bulletins – Please Print Clearly 

Danbury Food Pantry  $__________ 

Love Fund:  $___________ 

 

In honor of _____________________________________ 

by, ___________________________________________ 
 

In memory of ___________________________________ 

by, ___________________________________________ 
 

As a thank offering to God_________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

by, ____________________________________________ 
 

Your Name _____________________________________ 

Telephone ______________________________________ 

mailto:PoPLutheranChurch@sbcglobal.net
https://princeofpeacebrookfield.org/giving/
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PRINCE OF PEACE PRE-SCHOOL 

 

The Prince of Peace Pre-School halls are decorated with pumpkins and       

turkeys.  The students have been learning festive poems and finger plays in 

music and movement class.  We will be wrapping up the month with special 

'Day of Thanks' celebrations in each of the classrooms.  The fact that we are 

currently healthy and operating is much to be thankful for. 

As we move towards the holidays, we have re-iterated our commitment to 

keeping our families and staff healthy and our Pre-School open through en-

forcing State of Connecticut travel requirements and quarantine procedures.  

 

Best, 

  

Heidi Riddle 
Pre-School Director 
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DAILY BREAD FOOD PANTRY IS                                
SEEKING DONATIONS. 

Please consider a food or monetary donation to the DAILY BREAD FOOD PANTRY during 

this pandemic.  

Your food-insecure neighbors will benefit from your donations of their most needed Non-

perishable items:    

Canned tuna, salmon or chicken 

Beans (canned or dry) 

Peanut butter 

Meal-in-a-can (beef stew, spaghetti & meatballs, etc) 

Soup (especially chicken noodle) 

Rice (1, 2 or 3 pound bags) 

Pasta 

Macaroni and cheese 

Canned corn 

Canned vegetables 

Canned fruit 

Breakfast cereal (hot or cold) 

Marinara sauce and canned tomato products 

  

Toiletries: 

Shampoo 

Deodorant 

Toothpaste 

 

Drop off your food items or checks (payable to DAILY BREAD FOOD PANTRY) to the 
church's freshly painted front door anytime. Your neighbors thank you.  
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If your birthday or anniversary is not listed 

in Blueprints and you would like it to be 

please contact Rene at the Church office. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with        

Heidi and Frank Varanko and family on 

the passing of Heidi’s mom Marjorie 

Schmidt who passed away on November 

16
th
. 

Please keep them in your prayers during 

this difficult time. 

   

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS  
 1 Tom Herpel  

2 Diane Macdonald 

7 Heidi Adam 

8 Bill Duffy 

9 Mindi Sanger 

10 Ed Wainwright 

11 Marci Sharp 

15 Elizabeth Davies  

16 Jocelyn Doré 

17 Mark Kornhaas, Marilyn Roginski 

18 Jason Zimmitti, Michael Mattera 

20 Mary Ewert  

22 Susan Lehmann 

23 Jeanette Lupinacci 

25 Pastor Lutz 

27 Lisi Ewert 

29 Al Morey, Mark Nobes  

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES   

27 Marci & Jim Sharp  

 28 Polly & Don Groff 

2021 ELCA YOUTH GATHERING POSTPONED 
 
The 2021 ELCA Youth Gathering - Boundless has been postponed until 2022 due to concerns 
around COVID-19.  The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 24-28, 2022, in           
Minneapolis, with the two pre-events, the Multicultural Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) and 
the tAble, scheduled for July 21-24, 2022. 
 
To learn more about the postponement and the 2022 Gathering, please visit:                    
elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19 . 

elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19
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NOTE OF THANKS 

 

10/30/2020 

Dear friends at Prince of Peace, 

Thank you!  Your generous 8/3/2020 donation of $200 supports Daily Bread Food Pantry as 

we strive to feed hungry families in our community.  Our board of directors and dedicated 

volunteer team deeply appreciate your important contribution to our efforts. 

Daily Bread is committed to serving every household who comes to our door throughout this 

crisis and beyond.  Client numbers have more than tripled in recent months. As lines wind 

around the block, we hear stories of parents going hungry so children do not, of lost jobs 

and income, of  daily struggles to make ends meet.  We are grateful for the opportunity to 

help. 

Families who visit during our twice-weekly distributions receive generous quantities of fresh 

dairy, meat, fruit, vegetables, baked goods and non perishable items.  Each household    

typically leaves with more that sixty pounds of food, all free-of-charge.  We work with food 

distributors to secure the lowest prices for our bulk purchases and rely on our caring team of 

trained volunteers for food transport, storage and distribution and day-to-day     manage-

ment of our pantry operations.  It truly takes a village! 

Again, we cannot thank you enough for partnering with Daily Bread.  Please feel free to 

learn more about us at dailybreadfoodpantry.com or by contacting us directly at                 

dailybreadfoodpantry@gmail.com or (203) 826-8252.  We look forward to connecting with 

you and answering any questions that you may have! 

Thank you so very much! 

With gratitude, 

 

Debbe Landzberg 

Board President 
Daily Bread Food Pantry 
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NOTE OF THANKS 

TO:  Women of the ELCA 
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CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

Name Phone Number E-mail Address 

Doug Berendsohn (860) 799-0552    dougberendsohn@gmail.com 

Nancy Carlson (203) 778-1171     nancsew@gmail.com 

Phil Curatilo (203) 312-0268     pcuratilo@gmail.com 

Liz Davies (203) 241-7818     elizdavies15@gmail.com 

Tina Giubileo   (715) 797-6858    tinagiubileo@yahoo.com  

Casey Johansen   (860) 350-8152    casey.johansen71@gmail.com 

Lorraine Lavery 

Secretary 
(845) 416-0900              marc.lorrainelavery@gmail.com 

Susan Lehmann   

Vice President 
(203) 744-2033    lleh45@sbcglobal.net 

Rich Mercado   

Acting Treasurer 
(203) 775-0185    rpm1348@aol.com 

Gerry Nabozny  

President 
(860) 355-2052    gnabozny6868@gmail.com 

Julie Parker    

Vice President 
(203) 313-0600    jksp66@gmail.com 

Kevin Peterson   (203) 740-8261          kevinrpeterson@gmail.com   

You?   

 

HOW TO REACH  THE PASTOR 

 

Pastor Lutz is easily accessible. You can e-mail him (poppastorpaul@sbcglobal.net), call 

him on his cell (609.578.7921) or post on his Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/

plutznj).   

mailto:tinagiubileo@yahoo.com
mailto:poppastorpaul@sbcglobal.com
https://www.facebook.com/plutznj
https://www.facebook.com/plutznj
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Contact Us 

Pastor:  The Rev. Paul Lutz 

Website:  www.princeofpeacebrookfield.org 

E-mail:  poplutheranchurch@sbcglobal.net 

Phone:  (203) 775-9070 

Fax:  (203) 775-9573 

Worship Services 

We are online for worship, study, giving and              
fellowship! 
Go to our website to experience our virtual worship 
and giving opportunities. 
Join us for Sundays in Advent worship over Zoom  
December 6, 13 & 20 at 9:30 a.m.           
Zoom Women's Bible Study happens on the third 
Wednesday of the month at 10:00 a.m. 
Join us each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. for a Zoom           
Fellowship/Coffee Hour. 

For more information and a secure invite, please 
contact  Pastor Lutz. 

PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 5184 

119 JUNCTION ROAD 

BROOKFIELD, CT 06804 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Our vision… 

“Prince of Peace is a loving and caring family of Christians.  We gather to hear the Christian story in word 

and song and to experience that story through the sacraments.  The members of our family are involved in 

a mission of Christian unity.  Through worship and Christian fellowship we are empowered to commit our 

talents in a way that makes a difference in our lives and the lives of those we touch.”  

DATED MATERIAL, PLEASE DELIVER 

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

December 2020 

  


