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BLUEPRINTS 

Volume 85, Number 3 March, 2021 

 Newsletter  

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church  

Dear Members and Friends of Prince of Peace, 
 
What shall we do this Easter? That is a real question as we begin March 2021.  What shall we do this Easter? 
 

In years past there was no question. Christians gathered in person, in a building to worship. All sorts of Christians, 
even some people who do not consider themselves Christian, would gather to worship or at least show up in a 
church on Easter morning. 
 

But this year, thanks to COVID 19, we learned that we are the church. We learned that “gathering for worship” 
does not always mean being together in person, following the familiar order of worship, receiving communion, or 
even leaving the house.  So, what shall we do this Easter 2021? 
 

1.)  There are some who think we should gather in person in the familiar Prince of Peace building. I like that idea. 
But is it time to do that?   2.)  There are others who think we should continue Zoom and recorded services. We can 
do that, but do we need to?  3.)  Some are hoping we continue the outdoor and FM Radio Parking lot worship      
opportunities.  New approaches to worship have been well received. That’s something to remember.  4.)   And 
there are many who think we ought to continue with the combination of in person, online, and outdoor worship   
opportunities we have been offering. We can do that but for how long do we need to? 
 

I have an idea about the fourth response. It seems reasonable that we continue from now on offering in-person, 
online, and even outside worship opportunities.   All three add value to our life together. And, they will be                 
necessary to evangelize in the new world order. And we can do them all. We have learned how, and if so              
determined, can continue to provide these and possibly other approaches to worship and learning and leadership 
opportunities. 

Do let us know what you think about what we should do this Easter.  While the decision will be determined by the 
Worship & Music Committee and the Congregational Council, they welcome your input.  
 

Please be aware, however, that there are many complex factors that will have to be considered in this decision.  
We will respect all suggestions, but they need to be balanced with maintaining an environment that will be in the 
best interest for the safety of our church family and our neighbors. Our aim remains the prioritizing of the life and 
health of neighbors in all ministry decisions.   I hope you will trust that how we do this Easter at POP will be an        
expression of what is best for all during a pandemic as science factors and government guidance suggest. 

As you are aware, our worship options are always a moving target.  So, as we consider what shall we do this  
Easter, please keep Prince of Peace, our leaders, and the reign of God in your prayers.  Also, do let us know what 
you think. 
 
Discerning with you, 

 
 
The Rev. Paul Lutz, Pastor 
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WORSHIP IN   

 

 

 

 

 

Continuing through March 2021 worship will remain at 9:30 a.m. (over Zoom). 

Each service can also be watched at 9:30 a.m. on Facebook Live or viewed at   

another time or day using the link on our website. See the PoP weekly emails for 

the Zoom link.  There are additional worship opportunities listed on the next page. 
 

There are four options (Five, if you count not participating at all. Not a            

recommended option). 
 

1. You are invited to join us for Zoom worship and stay after for some fellowship 

time. You’ll need to provide your own coffee or morning beverage of choice. 

There is no need to leave the zoom worship meeting and enter the zoom coffee 

hour meeting. Worship will flow into Fellowship. And, you can stay for as little 

time or as long of a time as you like. 

2. You are invited to join us for Zoom worship and leave when the worship has 

concluded. 

3. You are invited to join us for Fellowship/Coffee Hour without participating in  

worship, where we catch up with each other, talk about PoP, and share in  

Christian community. 

4. You may watch any of the services on our website at your convenience as an 

individual or a household. 
 

The same Zoom invite will be used for both worship and Fellowship. You will be 

admitted at 9:30 a.m. for worship. If you click in close to 10:15 a.m. you will be   

admitted as soon as worship is concluded.   Again, you can stay for as little time or 

as long of a time as you like. See the PoP weekly emails for the Zoom link. We will 

use the same link through the season of Lent.  
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Wednesdays in Lent  

at Prince of Peace  
 

 

  

6:30 p.m. Soup & Bread Supper 

       (If you have a favorite soup recipe, share it) 

 

7:00 p.m. Holden Evening Prayer  

      (With weekly reflections shared by PoP disciples under the theme: Saved by Grace ) 

 

7:30 p.m. What is the Bible? 

      (An informal Bible Project video and conversation about the bible.) 

      No experience necessary. 

 

Check your email or our website for the zoom link. 

OTHER UPCOMING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

FM Communion in the Parking Lot 

There will be three more services of the “FM          
communion in the parking lot” experience (based on 
our Christmas day service). 

They are all the second Sunday of the month. 

 March 14
th
 

 April 11
th
 

 May 9
th
  

INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION                                                    
IS AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT 

 
 

Time is available during the week when you can come in, hear the words of institution,           

community prayers, eat and drink the bread and wine and meditate on this spiritual gift in   

solitude.   Please contact Pastor Lutz if you would like to receive communion at Prince of 

Peace.            
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EASTER IS BETTER AFTER A HOLY LENT! 

We have entered the season of Lent, the 40 days (excluding Sundays) between Ash 

Wednesday (2.17) and Easter (4.4). Mirroring the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness 

fasting and facing Satan’s temptations to abandon his ministry, Christians are especially 

urged to spend the season of Lent preparing themselves spiritually for receiving the promise 

of redemption and eternal life. You are invited and encouraged to be a part of our             

worshiping community and faith formation gatherings at Prince of Peace this Lent. Let us 

journey together in order to joyfully celebrate Christ’s victory over sin and death on Easter. 

Holy Week Observances and                         
Easter Celebration 

 

...are yet to be scheduled.  Please refer to the Weekly email Updates as we 

get closer to the end of the month for the dates. 

BINGE READING THE GOSPEL OF MARK 

 

You are invited to join with others in a binge reading of the Gospel of Mark. Mark is the 

primary source of our Sunday Gospel stories during this liturgical year. This will be a one 

time event during the season of Lent. You can get a head start by reading it through the 

gospel yourself. It takes about 90 minutes. But don’t give away any spoilers. 

Please let Pastor Lutz know if you have an interest in this special congregational event. 

NEW DEVOTIONAL 

The new Christ in Our Home devotional (April, May June) is available for pick up.  
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COUNCIL UPDATE 

 

 The Congregational Council met on Wednesday, February 17, 2021. 

Here are some of the items they discussed: 

 Need to do some Spring Cleaning? In April, we will be collecting items to bring to Savers 
to collect a donation to go towards the Daily Bread Food Pantry. More information in           
Blueprints and Weekly emails. 

 Update from Council Retreat: In April we are looking to start outreach to the                         
congregation with people from council and forward leadership. 

 A focus group will be formed to see how we can incorporate the Care of Creation         
Covenant (sent by Synod) into PoP. 

 During Lent- on Wednesdays there will be 6:30 p.m. soup and bread supper over Zoom. 
7:00 p.m. - Evening prayer and 7:30 p.m. - Bible Project Video Series. 

 There will be parking lot communion services on the 2
nd 

Sunday of each month. 

March 10
th
 Executive Meeting at 8:00 p.m. -subject to change 

March 17
th 

Full Council Meeting at 8:00 p.m. – subject to change 

OUR CONGREGATION’S COVENANT                                  
TO CARE FOR CREATION 

 
The Council approved a congregational conversation around "Our Congregation’s Covenant 
to Care for Creation". 
 
Are we able to say that ....As a congregation committed to care for creation, we affirm God’s 
creation in all its glory and beauty. We acknowledge God as the source of all things. We 
acknowledge Christ as the redeemer of all things. We acknowledge the Spirit as the sustainer 
of all things. As a result, we strive to respect all of life as sacred. We accept our vocation as 
Earth-keepers who care for creation. We accept our responsibility to live justly in relation to 
our fellow human beings in ways that all creatures may mutually thrive together.  
 
 
Are you interested in being on a Taskforce to get the                              
conversation going?  Speak to Pastor Lutz or any member           
of the Congregational Council. 
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New England Synod Assembly 2021 

The 2021 New England Synod Assembly will take place virtually on Saturday, June 12,            
beginning at 10 a.m.  Voting members will be admitted to a video call; visitors will be invited 
to watch the proceedings via livestream. 

Prince of Peace can "send" two confirmed members to the Synod Assembly. It is a great 
way to learn about the ministry of the ELCA in general and the work of our New England 
Synod in particular.  If you have any interest or questions, speak with Pastor Lutz or any 
member of the Council.  

Registration is now open for voting members. Early bird registration applies to all who                 
register by Friday, March 12.  

Each voting member must have access to a ‘smart device’ – a device that can access the 
internet – in order to vote.  It is recommended that you have access to a                                      
computer/laptop/I-pad to view the proceedings in addition to a phone for voting. 

There will be several orientation sessions prior to assembly to familiarize voting members 
with the platform for the assembly as well as the voting software.  Once registration closes, 
voting members will be invited to those sessions.  It is strongly recommended that you          
attend at least one of these sessions as there’ll be limited technical help available on the 
day of the assembly. 

POP WOMEN'S RETREAT TO CALUMET 

PRINCE OF PEACE PRE-SCHOOL 

We are thrilled to have added six students to the Pre-School in the month of February.  The 

Pre-School is now at full capacity, within the current State of Connecticut Covid-19               

guidelines.  We are continuing to receive inquiries and registrations for the 2021/22 school 

year.  We currently have 42 students registered.  Another exciting note, the Pre-School was 

awarded $5,000 from a State of Connecticut Small Business Grant!   

Heidi Riddle 

Pre-School Director 

We are scheduled for our annual retreat to Calumet on April 16 -18.  I would like to know 
what you think...should we go or not!   

I know we all probably will have our vaccine by then and we would also have to continue 
to wear our masks.  Let me know what you are thinking on this.   

You can call me at (203)775-4657 or e-mail me at (bowmanrae@aol.com).   

Thanks, Marci 

mailto:bowmanrae@aol.com


 

8 

FUNDRAISER FOR THE DAILY BREAD                            
FOOD PANTRY 

Now is the time to get serious about your donations.  We must raise an appropriate amount of 
money to help feed the hungry stomachs of Danbury and surrounding towns.   Can you supply 
three bags of clothes and housewares and a box which contains a small appliance or several 
knick-knacks?  All items must be gently used and in saleable condition. How many extra picture 
frames do you have? 

We’ll be collecting all the Month of March. 

Remember that we donate non-perishable foods and supplies.  The Pantry has to purchase       
refrigerated and frozen foods.  They need money to do buy eggs, etc.. Other churches have had 
similar fund drives and given money to the Pantry to purchase items from the CT Food Bank.  The 
Food Bank sells food at greatly discounted prices. 

It’s a win-win because Savers makes money on resale and donates to other non-profits 

You can deliver your stuff to the Misty Hollow garage on Saturday mornings. Door will be 
open.  The key is stored in the church office and available during office hours.  If you borrow the 
key, please return it  You may call me and I can meet you if you have stuff to leave.  We will have 
some empty tubs for cloth things.  We can pick up if necessary and don’t let your inability to get it 
there prevent us from getting your treasures.  If necessary, leave your donations in the coat closet 
by the Rest Rooms at Church.  Call me and I will get them to the garage. 

One member said that she invited all her friends to donate, and she HAS friends.  I’m going to  
circulate our flier in my neighborhood.  It’s Spring cleaning time and I can help them get rid of it!  I 
can email the flier to you.  You can help, too. 

Again, Thank you for everything that you do to help the community.  Together, we can 

make a difference. 

Nan Carlson  203-778-1171 

203-778-1171 
nancsew@gmail.com 
 

mailto:nancsew@gmail.com
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Answering the hard questions 
 
I was driving my four year old daughter to nursery school a few years ago when it happened. 
“Daddy, where do babies come from?” Oh no, I thought. How do I respond to this? After all, 
I’m not only here dad, I’m also a pastor, a skilled and professional religious educator. She 
ought to expect some significant response to such a glorious inquiry. 
 
The car stalled. The distraction gave me some time to think of what I might say before I had 
to actually open my mouth. “Um, sometimes when mommies and daddies love each other 
they have babies,” I said, wondering what she was going to do with that information. “No!” 
she said, “Where do babies come from?” 
 
It was my turn to stall. Is she thinking physically, biologically? Why is she interested on this? 
Did she hear about somebody who had a baby? Maybe she heard a story about this at 
school. Perhaps her mom is thinking about how nice it would be to have another little one 
around the house. 
 
“I know!  She said with all the clarity and conviction of someone who has just solved one of 
life’s mysteries.” God gives them to us!” “Yes, 
I said without a moment’s hesitation. God gives them to us.” 
 
Let us pray: Thank you God for “giving them to us” to learn from as companions in our            
pilgrimage together. Help us as we prepare for the season of Lent to anticipate learning from 
our children, how they relate their lives and their world to you. Stall us along enough for your 
Spirit to prompt their discovery of your greatness. Amen. 
  
The Rev. Paul Lutz 

 VACCINE UPDATE 

Connecticut is continuing an age-based approach to COVID-19 vaccine eligibility. Below is 
important information announced in February. Check here for the latest                                    
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus or call (833) 250-7633. 
 
Vaccination schedule for every resident: All residents will be able to get a vaccine                    
appointment based on their age per the following schedule. 
 
Currently - Everyone 65+ 
March 1 - Age 55+ 
March 22 - Age 45+ 
April 12 - Age 35+ 
May 3 - Age 16+ 
 
While the state has decided not to give a priority to essential workers or those with chronic 
conditions, it has laid down a clear timeline for eligibility for everyone. This process ensures 
that no complex subjective rules need to be setup to decide on eligibility. Appointments for 
the new group start on the date mentioned above - so 55+ can start making appointments on 
March 1. The process to make appointment stays the same. Check here for the latest https://
portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus or call (833) 250-7633. 

https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus
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 TWO EASY WAYS TO ENHANCE YOUR FINANCIAL 
STEWARDSHIP  

 

Do you shop at Amazon? Have Amazon Prime? Well the next time 
you shop go to Amazon Smile and select “ Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church”. Be certain to select the one in Brookfield CT. There are 
many others.) Then each time you make a purchase Amazon         
donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to 
Prince of Peace. Amazon Smile is the same Amazon you know. 
Same products, same prices, same service. But now you can support 
Prince of Peace by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com.  

 

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial? If so, you have two ways to exercise your financial 
stewardship. The first is that your account is earning “Choice Dollars” that you can direct to 
Prince of Peace several times a year. There is no cost to you and any Choice Dollars not    
distributed from your account are lost. Second, you have up to $500 available to you in a 
Thrivent Action Team kit. There is an application and the funds must be used to help others in 
the church or in the world but it’s yours for the asking. For more information talk to your 
Thrivent Associate or Joe Tucciarone, Financial Associate, New Milford, 800-972-5716. 

REMEMBER PRINCE OF PEACE  

IN YOUR WILL 

As Christians, what we leave behind is much more than a track record of daily events. A  

meaningful legacy enables the gospel’s message to ring clearly and ensures those who                   

follow us will discover what it means to be church in the 21
st
 century. 

A gift in your will or other type of legacy gift can provide Prince of Peace with the                   

opportunity to explore and develop ways of undertaking ministry differently. Support that                       

continues beyond your lifetime lays the foundation for a stable and exciting future that will           

continue to bring Christ’s vital and vibrant message of community, compassion, and hope to 

others. 

Speak to Rich Mercado, Treasurer or to your financial advisor for more information. 
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DAILY BREAD FOOD PANTRY IS                                
SEEKING DONATIONS. 

Please consider a food or monetary donation to the DAILY BREAD FOOD PANTRY during 

this pandemic.  

Your food-insecure neighbors will benefit from your donations of their most needed Non-

perishable items:    

Canned tuna, salmon or chicken 

Beans (canned or dry) 

Peanut butter 

Meal-in-a-can (beef stew, spaghetti & meatballs, etc) 

Soup (especially chicken noodle) 

Rice (1, 2 or 3 pound bags) 

Pasta 

Macaroni and cheese 

Canned corn 

Canned vegetables 

Canned fruit 

Breakfast cereal (hot or cold) 

Marinara sauce and canned tomato products 

  

Toiletries: 

Shampoo 

Deodorant 

Toothpaste 

 

Drop off your food items or checks (payable to DAILY BREAD FOOD PANTRY) to the 
church's freshly painted front door anytime. Your neighbors thank you.  

  



 

12 

 

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed 

in Blueprints and you would like it to be 

please contact Rene at the Church office. 

 

   

  

 

 

 

James and Donna Vitetta 

We are lifelong New Yorkers who moved to 
Danbury from Westchester, 4.5 years ago.          
After a couple of years of commuting to our 
church, we started looking closer to home.         
After checking out a few churches in Danbury, 
we decided to try Prince of Peace.  The           
Saturday night service initially drew us to POP.  
That night unbeknownst to us, we knew the 
usher, who we haven’t seen in years.  We                
attended one FNL.  Then Covid hit.  Thankfully, 
Pastor Paul did the Saturday night service           
outside.  Everyone has been friendly and           
welcoming. It was fun participating in the             
Oktoberfest and Christmas cookie exchange. 

Jimmy is a retired Consumer electronic sales 
rep and I am a retired MRI Technologist.  We 
belong to the Westchester and Candlewood 
Valley Corvette clubs. Jimmy enjoys cars and 
motorcycles. We still have to try out the local 
golf courses. I love to bake and garden.  My 
hobbies are knitting and glass fusion. 

God leads us to where we should be. We are 
glad he led us to Connecticut and to Prince of 
Peace. 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

4 Matt Hall 

5 Philip Burdick  

7 Willy Wagner  

8 Mike Klauck 

10 Heather McLoone 

11 Keith Gordon 

12 Glenn Arnold 

13 Clare Zimmitti 

17 June Ginand 

18 Paul Adam 

Nancy Humphreys 

21 Carolyn Arnold 

Barbara Dulko 

22 Kevin McLoone 

24  Conor Stuhrcke 

27 Adam Zimmitti 

30 Gayle Schulz 

31 Christopher Mattera 
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CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

Name Phone Number E-mail Address 

Doug Berendsohn (860) 799-0552    dougberendsohn@gmail.com 

Nancy Carlson (203) 778-1171     nancsew@gmail.com 

Phil Curatilo (203) 312-0268     pcuratilo@gmail.com 

Liz Davies (203) 241-7818     elizdavies15@gmail.com 

Tina Giubileo   (715) 797-6858    tinagiubileo@yahoo.com  

Casey Johansen   (860) 350-8152    casey.johansen71@gmail.com 

Lorraine Lavery 

Secretary 
(845) 416-0900              marc.lorrainelavery@gmail.com 

Susan Lehmann   

Vice President 
(203) 744-2033    lleh45@sbcglobal.net 

Rich Mercado   

Acting Treasurer 
(203) 775-0185    rpm1348@aol.com 

Gerry Nabozny  

President 
(860) 355-2052    gnabozny6868@gmail.com 

Julie Parker    

Vice President 
(203) 313-0600    jksp66@gmail.com 

Kevin Peterson   (203) 740-8261          kevinrpeterson@gmail.com   

You?   

 

HOW TO REACH  THE PASTOR 

 

Pastor Lutz is easily accessible. You can e-mail him (poppastorpaul@sbcglobal.net), call 

him on his cell (609.578.7921) or post on his Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/

plutznj).   

mailto:tinagiubileo@yahoo.com
mailto:poppastorpaul@sbcglobal.com
https://www.facebook.com/plutznj
https://www.facebook.com/plutznj
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Contact Us 

Pastor:  The Rev. Paul Lutz 

Website:  www.princeofpeacebrookfield.org 

E-mail:  poplutheranchurch@sbcglobal.net 

Phone:  (203) 775-9070 

Fax:  (203) 775-9573 

Worship Services 

We are online for worship, study, giving and              
fellowship! 
Go to our website to experience our virtual worship 
and giving opportunities. 
Join us for Sunday’s worship over Zoom on             
March 7,14, 21 & 28 at 9:30 a.m.     
Zoom Women's Bible Study happens on the third 
Wednesday of the month at 10:00 a.m. 
Join us each Sunday at 10:15 a.m. for a Zoom           
Fellowship/Coffee Hour (immediately following 
zoom worship no need to call back in). 

PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 5184 

119 JUNCTION ROAD 

BROOKFIELD, CT 06804 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Our vision… 

“Prince of Peace is a loving and caring family of Christians.  We gather to hear the Christian story in word 

and song and to experience that story through the sacraments.  The members of our family are involved in 

a mission of Christian unity.  Through worship and Christian fellowship we are empowered to commit our 

talents in a way that makes a difference in our lives and the lives of those we touch.”  

DATED MATERIAL, PLEASE DELIVER 

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

March  2021 

  


