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PRINCE OF PEACE
LUTHERAN CHURCH

(203) 775-9070 @ PrinceOfPeaceBrookfield.org @ 119 JUNCTION RD, BROOKFIELD, CT
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And so much morel!!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Junel Ladies Night Out
June 6 Norwalk Community
Chorale Concert
June7 Brookfield Block Party
June 10 Vespers Service
June 12 Friday Night Live
June 14 Congregational Meeting
June 16 WELCA Bible Study
June 18 |ce Cream Social
June 24 Vespers Service
June 28 Book Club meeting

Get Involved!

Looking to do more at Prince of
Peace to grow your faith and
support our mission? Here’s a
few opportunities to consider:
e Serve as a worship leader -
we’ve got spots for acolytes,
lectors, ushers, communion
assistants and more
e Help plan an event with
Parish Life
e Get creative and update the
bulletin boards

Holy Spirit Powered!

Being filled with the loving life of Christ through
the Holy Spirit is as natural as respiration and on
Pentecost Sunday we welcomed her inspiring
breath. With love as the very breath of life, love

continues to call us into the world as

ambassadors for Jesus and the kingdom of God.

15 minutes in the Bible

Life is busy. It’s hard to set aside 5
minutes let alone an hour. But... what if
you found 15 minutes this month to
pause and reflect on a story in the bible.

Don’t have 15 minutes now?
Write a post-it reminder or
putitin your calendar.

If you write down a goal,
you are more likely to do it!

o

-

Bible reading
Romans 5:1-8

Reflection

we might actually

Qenefit from suffering

Why should we aspire to
rejoice in our suffering?

What are some ways that

)

)



https://princeofpeacebrookfield.org/
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Financial Summary
April 2026
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
April 2026 Year to Date
Actual Budget Actual Budget
Income 21,320.75 | 41,601.50| 129,206.00 | 131,566.00
Expense 35,051.19 | 35,051.19 | 122,086.67 | 135,149.09
Net (13,730.44) 3,512.56 7,119.33 (3,583.09)
Financial Narrative

April donations were approximately $20,000 below the
budgeted amount. As a result, year-to-date donations through
April are also below budget by approximately $3,200.

Parish Life expenses, office supplies, and electricity costs
continue to exceed budgeted amounts at this time. Despite
these variances, overall expenditures to date remain
approximately $13,000 below budget, resulting in a net income

of $7,120 to date.

Attendance

MAY 2026

InPerson Online Total
5/3/26 68 6 74
5/10/26 56 4 60
5/17/26 58 5 63
5/24/26 68 4 72
5/31/26 TBD TBD TBD
BIBLE STUDY

Bible Study will continue on
Sunday mornings after
worship with the Gospel of
Matthew.

<

GRADUATE RECOGNITION
SUNDAY IS ON JUNE 21

Living our baptismal promises
means walking with one another
through life transitions.

On Sunday, June 21in worship, we
will recognize Prince of Peace
members graduating from high
school or college and bless them
for this time in their lives. If you or
someone you know from PoP is
graduating please sign them up on
the sheet in the narthex. Please
join us in celebrating our young
people.

POPINTO
LADIES NIGHT

JOIN THE LADIES OF POP
Monday, June 1
MICHAEL’S TAP ROOM IN BETHEL @ 7PM

FOOD 3% FELLOWSHIP $¥& FUN
RSVP USING THE QR CODE
TEXT/CALL LORRAINE

WITH QUESTIONS

845-416-0900
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GOOD TIDINGS!...FROM PASTOR MICHAEL ANDERSON

21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” 22 When he had said
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. % If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them:; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

John 20:21-23

Pentecost is no joke.

Jesus’ imagination for the scope of our sharing in God’s saving work in the world is so vast it can bear any and all
of the creativity we might ever express as a congregation and the church on earth: through the gift of the Holy
Spirit poured into our hearts we are summoned to join in the forgiveness of sins.

The forgiveness of sins!

Don’t let these weighty words overwhelm you (in reality their burden might even be imperceptible!). With
whatever heart, creativity, commitment, and other gifts are present within and among us we discern our partin
dissolving the isolation, estrangement, and fear that saturates so many lives of our time. The different forms our
work can take are truly limitless.

This is why there’s no “one” correct way to be the church. Perhaps our giftedness and passion is most accessible
and expressible when it comes to compassion for those who suffer from certain diseases or lack of access to
medical care. Perhaps our giftedness and passion is most accessible and expressible when it comes to
addressing the realities of those suffering from hunger. Perhaps our giftedness and passion is most accessible
and expressible when it comes to the realities of those suffering in incarceration. Perhaps our giftedness and
passion is most accessible and expressible when it comes to the realities of those suffering with food insecurity.
Perhaps our giftedness and passion is most accessible and expressible when it comes to those suffering chronic
loneliness. Perhaps our giftedness and passion is most accessible and expressible when it comes to sharing the
word of mercy that comes through the sharing the gospel in word and sacrament and teaching ministries. No
matter the type of expression, the forgiveness of sin looks like freeing people from the chains of their suffering
and isolation and assures them of their wholeness and belovedness.

God’s giftedness and passion is Jesus Christ given for you. And we can only share what we have known.
Pentecost is no joke.

Peace,
Pastor Michael

VESPERS SERVICES WELCA ZOOM

6/10 & 6/24 BIBLE STUDY
6:30 p.m.
There will be a WELCA Zoom Bible

Life’s preoccupations are relentless in Study on June 16" at 10:00 a.m.

pursuing our total attention. Butin every

circumstance, God’s presence is assured
| and is nearer to us than our own breath.
Amidst the static, in silence, God’s voice
emerges, calming our hearts, satisfying
our longing. So, come away and rest a
while with Evening Prayer and be
reminded that the only thing that can
name you is God’s love.

Please contact Pastor Michael for
study materials and the Zoom link.
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JUNE CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

May 25, 2026

Dear Members and Friends of Prince of Peace:

You are invited to our congregation’s Biannual Meeting, Sunday, June 14, 2026, at 11:30 a.m.
immediately following our 10:00 a.m. worship.

| encourage you to attend the meeting to vote on the Preschool budget and Council slate.
This will be a brief meeting held in the Fellowship Hall with coffee hour.

The proposed agenda for the meeting is printed below.
e Callto Order, Opening Prayer
e Adoption of Agenda and Approval of Minutes of February 22, 2026 Annual Meeting
e 2026/2027 Prince of Peace Preschool Budget - Vote
¢ Nominating Committee Report and Introduction of Nominees for Church Council - Vote
e Update on Prince of Peace 2026 budget
e Lord’s Prayer, Adjournment

You do not have to be a member of Prince of Peace to attend this meeting, but only
members can make motions or vote. The congregational meeting packet will be available in
the Wednesday email on June 10" and printed for distribution on June 14™. If you need one
mailed to you, please call Rene at (203) 775-9070.

In Peace,

AR Crdens

Heather Pontonio
Council President
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MUSINGS FROM THE BENCH

Your Voice, Your Song!
Do you have a favorite Hymn?

I'm sure all of us have at least one hymn or song that we enjoy and so with that question, it is
your turn ... your voice, your song. The worship and music committee are requesting that you
consider submitting your favorite hymn or song once again this summer! Request forms are
available in the Narthex. All you need to do isfill it out and place it in the receptacle that can be
found in the back of the Narthex. You may submit more than one as we will collect all
submissions and use those hymns and/or songs as appropriate in the planning during the
summer months. Hymns and songs are not limited to the ELW or ACS worship book. If you know
one that is not in there, submit it as well and we will do our best to find it and we'll present
something new.

As we go through the summer, we will also be publishing the hymns
for each Sunday during the weekly update, so you'll know when
yours is up!

Brian Muller
Music Ministry Director

—
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POP BOOK CLUB

The PoP Book Club willnot meet in June. Several members were unable to attend in
June because it was so close to the Fourth of July weekend.

Book Club will meet on July 28, 2026, the last Tuesday of July. We meet at 1:00 p.m.
for one hour. The book choice will be The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein.
The book is narrated by a dog named Enzo. Car racing is a metaphor to understand
the human condition, family, love, and loss.

In August we will read Culpability by Bruce Holsinger. Culpability is a suspenseful
family drama exploring moral responsibility in the age of Al, centered on a family
involved in a fatal accident with their self driving car.

We have chosen Theo of Golden for September 27, 2026. If you use the library,
please request a hold for the book now. We have one copy of the book available to
share. Theo arrives in the Southern town Golden, Georgia and begins a mission to buy
portraits of the towns people from a local coffee shop and gift them back to the
subjects asking only for their stories in return.

Please request a hold for Theo of Golden if needed, it is a very popular book
currently. Enjoy your summer reading.

Anita Stolle, Laura Duffy, Nancy Tolmoff

~ MEET A MEMBER

™\
TINA GIUBILEO What brings you joy?
My family, my husband Phil and
How long have you been a daughter Bianca are my world.
member? Shopping and home decorating may
7 years, right after we moved to also bring me joy!
New Milford from previously living
in Southern Connecticut. What’s a fun fact that others don’t
know about you?
What’s your favorite event | love caring for houseplants. My family
or worship service? thinks I am a little obsessed. | have 10
Hands down, Christmas Eve justin my work from home office. |
candlelight service - always feels won't share how many I have in the

extra magical! whole house, lol!
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PRINCE OF PEACE PRE-SCHOOL

The Preschool has had a
wonderful year! Over the last
several weeks, we have had a lot
of fun, including hosting our
annual art show in the Fellowship
Hall. This event had a wonderful
turnout and was a fun way for
families to connect and socialize
while viewing amazing student
masterpieces. Be sure to visit the
hall to view these amazing pieces!

Next, 4-year-old
students took a busride
to Candlewood Lake
Elementary School. The
students were able to
tour the elementary
school, view the
cafeterias, art room,
music room, gym rooms,
playgrounds, and
kindergarten
classrooms.

OnJuneist, Prince of Peace
Preschool administrative
staff will be awarding 2 high
school seniors with $500.00 N
scholarships! The recipients SQH@A
attended PoP Preschool and

went on to positively impact

the lives of children in our

community.

N
RSHIP

Preschool students (a
Staff) enjoyed a visit

from the Brookfield Fire

Department.

Students learned about
fire safety and were able
to explore a fire rescue

truck, engine, and

ambulance. These were

very exciting days!

On Sunday, June 7th,
the preschool will be
joining PoP churchin
the Town of
Brookfield’s Block
Party! We hope to
see you there.@

nd

Students and staff will be
marching around the PoP
property this year in our
own Memorial Day
parade. Festive music will
be played and flags will
be held during this fun
event. After students will
enjoy a red, white, and
blue snack of
strawberries, blueberries
and angel food cake!

SUNDAY, JUNE 7TH

6TH ANNUAL
? BROOKFIELD

+ BOURCE HOUST - LVT M
KIDS ACTIVITIES
FUN FOR ALL AGES!

We are now gearing up for our last days of school, which will be followed by 42 students participating in

our ‘summer extension’ weeks from June 15th until June 26th.

A special thank you to Steve Murphy, Rene Tuccillo, Ernie Lehman, Trish Leary, Priscilla Mancinone, and the
PoP Preschool committee members for their support throughout the preschool year!

Heidi Riddle
Pre-School Director
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Where Shadows Shine
and Freedom Sings
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Norwalk Clty Hall hue, Norwalk CT

f‘ »
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- BOUNCE HOUSE = LIVE MUSI; =

k) - KIDS ACTIVITIES
t‘!‘ FUN FOR ALL AGES!
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Friday Nighl
Live

Friday, June 12 6:00 p.m.

At the home of 143 Kohanza Street
Jim & Donna Vitetta Danbury, CT
4 N
A little about Friday Night Live.... Please join us for an

FNL is an evening consisting of enjoyable evening!

adult couples and individuals,

with good food and fellowship.
We usually meeting the 2" or 3' Get In Touch

Friday evening of the month.

é )
Please sign up at the church

or email Donna at
donnavitetta@gmail.com if

If you would like to attend, there
will be a sign-up sheet in the
quthc.ax at the church or yog can you would like to attend and
e-mail the host. Couples bring an what you will bring.

entree to serve eight and either \ y

an appetizer, a side dish or a
\ dessert.

Individuals bring one item.

o
\\\'I

IR e
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SCOOP & STROLL

ALONG THE PRINCE OF PEACE
ICE CREAM TRAIL

JOIN US EACH MONTH AS WE VISIT A
DIFFERENT LOCAL ICE CREAM STAND FOR
A TIME OF SWEET TREATS AND EVEN
SWEETER FELLOWSHIP! BRING YOUR
FRIENDS AND FAMILY FOR A FUN, CASUAL
EVENING OF CONNECTION AND
COMMUNITY. ALL ARE WELCOME!

SCHEDULE
JUNE 18TH MUNCHIIN HEDGEHOG, BROOKFIELD @ 6:30PM
JULY 23RD FERRIS ACRES CREAMERY NEWTOWN @ 6:30PM

AUGUST 20TH DR. MIKES ICE CREAM SHOP BETHEL @ 6:30PM
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LAUREN DAIGLE

LET'S GET A GROUP TOGETHER FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE NIGHT
WITH LAUREN DAIGLE IN CONCERT!

EXPERIENCE THE POWERFUL VOICE AND INSPIRING MUSIC OF
ONE OF TODAY’S MOST BELOVED CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN
ARTISTS. DON’T MISS THIS SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY TO ENJOY AN
EVENING OF FAITH, MUSIC, AND FELLOWSHIP TOGETHER.

MOHEGAN SUN JUNE 18

MOHEGAN SUN ARENA 1:30 PM

TICKET PRICES RANGE FROM APPROXIMATELY $69-$80,
DEPENDING ON SEAT SELECTION. WE HOPE TO PURCHASE
SEATS TOGETHER, WHICH MAY AFFECT FINAL PRICING.
PLEASE FILL OUT THE INTEREST FORM USING THE QR CODE,
AND LORRAINE WILL FOLLOW UP WITH MORE SPECIFIC
DETAILS.
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Jwcry

We’re excited to plan a POP Baseball outing this July on a Sunday
at Dutchess Stadium, home of the Hudson Valley Renegades, and
we’d love to know who is interested in joining us!

This is a great opportunity to enjoy a fun day at the ballpark
together. The stadium also offers a suites for guests who may
benefit from a quieter, more comfortable space during the game.
If you’re interested in attending, please sign up so we can begin
planning details and secure group arrangements.

We hope you can join us for a great day at the ballpark!
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
FROM MAY

CHURCH COUNCIL

For Information/Discussion

2

~
I
|
)
/

—

» June Congregational Meeting
o Attendance - a quorum of at least 30 members is required: After brief discussion it
was decided to hold the meeting in the Fellowship Hall along with coffee hour. This
will allow for prior set up of AV equipment. The meeting will include presentation of
the Pre-School budget and vote, a brief financial update by Pricilla Mancinone, and
a presentation of the Nominating Committee candidates for Council.
o Packet Approval - Council agreed to move the June meeting a week earlier (June 9,
2026) to allow council to review the Pre-School budget prior to the Sunday, June 14,
2026 June Congregational meeting.

e Council Summer Retreat - An off-site retreat is being planned for Saturday, August 22
or Saturday, September 12 from 9-3. More details and a final date will follow.

e Parish Life Survey Results were provided by Monica. The results will be shared with the
Congregation and ideas were discussed as to how that may occur. Council agreed the
survey was a good way to receive feedback and that it will be used to maintain
awareness as PoP continues as a welcoming community gathering together in God’s
Word to serve others.

* An outdoor Sunday service and picnic are being planned for Sunday, August 23, 2026.
Details to follow.

Votes
* Nominating Committee Update -A motion was made to approve the slate of officers to
serve on Council for the 2026-2027. Council unanimously agreed to approve the
nominees to be presented for vote at the June Congregational meeting.

Communication of June 2026 Meeting Dates and Times Executive - Date and Time TBD
Council - June 9 @ 6:30 pm in person

PARISH LIFE COMMITTEE SURVEY UPDATE

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Prince of Peace Parish
Life Committee survey! We appreciate your time, thoughtful feedback,

and perspectives. The Parish Life Committee will share the survey results
with the congregation in July.




JUNE 2026 NEWSLETTER PAGE 15

Dear Church Family,

Allen’s memorial service on April 25™ was God’s gift through you to our family and
friends. Your talents planning, setting up tables for displays relating to his life as well as
for the luncheon and the communion table, preaching, assisting, ushering, playing the
organ and working at the cemetery all brought us close to our risen Lord.

We are grateful to all who prepared, delivered and served food in a lovely setting so
those who came could share stories over that abundant meal. The twenty people who
attended from my senior living complex here in Southbury still talk about the helpful
printed service, the beauty of the sanctuary with all the wood and colorful windows.
The message, the music and the warm welcome they received from you. :

All the prayers, phone calls, cards and notes deepened and extended the love you gave
to us.

The service brought a few tears but mostly comfort, quiet joy and great peace.
Peace - it is in the name of our church, and it is depicted in the Biblical stories in our
stained-glass windows. It was the theme of Allen’s memorial service. As one of the
hymn verses we sang put it:

“Peace within the church still dwells
in our welcomes and farewells;
and through God’s baptismal pow’r
peace surrounds our dying hour.
Peace be with you, full and free,

now and through eternity.”

We thank God for you.

Love in Christ,
Pam Nemetz and family
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Dear Women of the ELCA at Prince of Peace,

We received your wonderful $400 gift. THANK YOU! Your support goes far in
sustaining our operation and providing healthy food free of charge for more than
1,000 food and nutrition insecure households each week.

Here’s a bit of an update; in recent months, with the growing need and
government shortfalls, we’ve been purchasing several thousand pounds of
nutritious food for our guests weekly - a significant 15-20% of all the food we move
through the pantry. We’ve expanded our partnerships with local wholesale
operations, distributors, farms, and food rescue organizations, and with area
social service organizations as well. And word is spreading about or work as we
share our story at community events and connect with area media outlets.

You might be interested in checking out this recent article about Daily Bread in the
Westfair Business Journal. Just follow the link or scan the QR code below to read it:

AT

www.westfaironline.com

Again, we cannot thank you enough for your partnership. Reach out anytime...and
do come by! We’d love to show your group our space and fill you in about our
operation. Ifinterested, just let us know what works!

With deep appreciation,
Peter Kent

President
Daily Bread Food Pantry


https://westfaironline.com/
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ACross

1 Donkey (3)
2 Jesus’ Father (3)

4 One of the twelve (9)

8

12

13

14

15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23
26
30
31
32
35
39

40

42
a4
45

Bible Crossword X

Down

1 One of God's messengers
(5,2,3,4)

3 1940s archaeological find
(4,3,7)

E

Didn't believe in
resurrection (9)

One of David's warriors
(3)

First word of the Lord's
Prayer (3)

MNew Testament name for
MNoah (3)

Wish harm upon (5)
Hole in the ground (3)
Adversary (5)

Savour (5)

First woman (3)

Mother of John the Baptist
(2)

Family of priests (9)
Third son of Jacob (4)
Hates (8)

Assurances (8)

Endured pain (8)

Return from the dead (4)
Intercessor (B)
Decorating (8)

Old Testament book of the
Bible (4)

The prince of Rosh,
Mesech and Tubal (3)

A wise insect (3)
Dwelling place of kings (6)
Make bigger (B)

hittp://biblepuzzles.org.uk

10
11
24
25
26
27
28
29

33
34
35

36

37

38
41
43

Tread down (7)
Father of Jonah (7)

Very salty water
bordering Israel (4,3)

Defensive structures (11)
Refuges (11)

Dirty (7)

Devout (7)

Pieces of money (7)
Used to listen (3)

Used to see (3)

Positions (5)

Made available (7)
Snake (7)

Destroyed along with
Gomorrah (5)

Finish (3)

Possess (3)

King of the Amalekites
(4)

Last letter of the Greek
alphabet (5)

Almost sacrificed by
Abraham (5)

Present (4)
Unfasten (4)
Fish traps (4)
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DAILY BREAD FOOD PANTRY UPDATE

Thank you for your generosity with food and other items for the recipients. Here are a
few numbers about the Food Pantry on Park Avenue in Danbury and at the original
location at St Andrew Episcopal Church. Over 4,900 unique households were served (or
17,150 unique individuals) welcoming them for a total of 33,000 visits. Shoppers carried
away $2.5 million of food of their choice. 501 Volunteers worked 27,500 volunteer
hours.

A visit to the food pantry is a wonderful experience. Volunteers are helpful and smiling.
Translators are available. There's an activity center for children to stay as adults shop.

Food is presented as people shop for their food preferences in a path around the
building. Nutritional food is valued in a point system where fruit and vegetables are
more available in lower numbers and ultra-processed and high fat items “cost" more.
The Nutritional Department of UConn has established a program to teach clients about
the benefits of basic nutrition.

How can we help?
The best donation is money that food can be bought at lower prices and purchase
foods that are not available through donations.

e Consider donations of low sugar and salt content.

e Consider nonperishables with current expiration dates in non breakable containers.
e Cereals, tea, coffee, baby food, condiments like ketchup, mustard, hot sauce.

e Baking supplies like flour, sugar, cake mixes.

e Shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, laundry detergent.

e Soap, paper towels, toilet paper, feminine hygiene products, cleaning supplies.

e Used books for children. Portuguese, Spanish.

Thank you for your donations.
Remember to pray for food insecure people.

Nan Carlson

R RE QKRR
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2025-2026 CHURCH COUNCIL

JUNE BIRTHDAYS JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
June 2 Anthony Reich June? Joe & Pat Fecarotta
June 3 Karen Frank June10 Gene & Maimo Passarella
June 4 Chuck Maass June19 Brian & Eileen Muller
Junes Alex Pontonio June 20 Christine & Fred Buzze"
June 8 Inga Bjurback
. If your birthday or
June 11 Juri Tolmoff anniversary is not
listed and you would
contact Rene at the
June 23 Kristen Mattera Church office.
June 25 Jim Sharp
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
June 27 Jackson Goncalves To the family and friends of Julie
Parker, a Prince of Peace member,
June 28 Wendy Martel and former PoP Council member who
Stephen Murphy passed away on May 14, 2026.

4 )

If you have a question
about finances please
contact
Priscilla Rivas
203-830-9016 or
guanacaste@snet.net

. J

Back row (L-R): Pastor Michael Anderson, Lorraine Lavery (Vice President),
Tim Brumbaugh, Meg McLoone, Heather Pontonio (President),

Christine Buzzell, Deb Nobes (Secretary);

Front row (L-R): Paul Adam, Kim Gerardi, Karen Frank,
Monica Walsh (Vice President), Johnny Halas, Jim Sharp


https://princeofpeacelutheranchurch6847.breezechms.com/people/view/56486435
https://princeofpeacelutheranchurch6847.breezechms.com/people/view/56486435
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CONTACT US
princeofpeacebrookfield.org Email for Rev. Michael Anderson:
www.facebook.com/popbrookfield pastor@princeofpeacebrookfield.org.
rene@princeofpeacebrookfield.org Cell phone: (203) 794-4694
Phone: (203) 775-9070
Fax: (203) 775-9573 Prince of Peace PreSchool: (203) 775-0140

The church office is open most weeks Mon-Fri, from 9:00 a.m. to .00 p.m. Please call first.

r

OUR VISION: Centering ourselves in God's word, we are open to the Holy Spirit's call to inspire faith
in our changing world. As children of God we strive to share and spread God's love in the world.

MISSION: A welcoming community gathering together in God's Word to serve others.

CORE VALUES:
¢ Building & sustaining relationships
* Being accepted
* Engaging with others in Christ
* Contributing to a greater purpose through social ministry
\ e Being grounded in the teachings of Jesus )

PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

PLACE
P.O. BOX 5184 STAMP
119 JUNCTION ROAD HERE

BROOKFIELD, CT 06804

DATED MATERIAL, PLEASE DELIVER
RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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	This is a great opportunity to enjoy a fun day at the ballpark together. The stadium also offers a suites for guests who may benefit from a quieter, more comfortable space during the game. If you’re interested in attending, please sign up so we can begin planning details and secure group arrangements. We hope you can join us for a great day at the ballpark!
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