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BLUEPRINTS 

Volume 85, Number 23                                                                                                                            February, 2023 

 Newsletter  

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church  

Dear Friends and Members of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church: 
 
One of my favorite movies is Groundhog Day, in which Bill Murray, the lead character, lives the 
same day over and over again until he finds true love, and then the cycle is broken. 
 
Sometimes, in order to break a harmful or unproductive cycle in our lives, we have to make a 
change.  Change is not easy.  But change offers the opportunity for a fresh start and new                              
opportunities.  We are faced with having to make some changes at Prince of Peace, but with 
change will come an exciting new future. 
 
At this point, we have a deficit budget prepared for 2023.  It is becoming part of a repetitive cycle.  
We finished with a deficit of over $40,000 in 2022, and now PoP is anticipating a deficit of over 
$40,00 for 2023. 
 
There are three ways to make a change when it comes to congregational budget deficits:   
1. Decrease spending.  The Congregation Council has gone through the budget line by line and 

made cuts wherever possible.  They have plans to continue to look at various expenses in the 
coming months. 

2. Add more members.  Ultimately, I believe this will happen.  As PoP continues on its current path 
of outreach and exciting new ministries, new members will join.  But this is a long-term                    
approach.  There is an opportunity for each and every one of us to reach out and invite others to 
worship and to the PoP community. 

3. Increase giving.  I recently received a preview of the CAT reports completed by the                     
congregation.  The results are both challenging and exciting.  We are doing great work, but there 
is more to be done.  One piece of the CAT, however, was to invite participants to anonymously 
indicate annual income and annual giving to the congregation.  Based on other congregational 
statistics, the CAT calculated that the average giving unit at PoP gives 1.23% of their income to 
the work and ministry of the church.  Based on the approximately 2,500 congregations who have 
taken the CAT, PoP ranks near the bottom, in the 8th percentile of congregational giving. 

 
I am not trying to be harsh with any of you in sharing this information.  I would just like to have an 
open and honest conversation about our giving at Prince of Peace. 
 
The CAT suggested a minimum goal of 3% giving per family unit in a congregation.  Do you know 
what we could do with 3%?  We could afford to call a new pastor!!  At the present rate of giving, 
we will run a deficit, and we will not have the funding for a new full-time pastor. 
 
Think about it.  Pray about it.  If we don’t all consider making some changes, we will be stuck in an 
unhealthy cycle at PoP with no hope for a healthy future.  Think about it.  Pray about it.  If you can 
make an increase of your current pledge, please contact our Treasurer with your new pledge                  
information.  It will help to break the cycle and make a tremendous difference.  And it will bring 
about a positive change in so many ways! 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
 
Pastor Mark A. Grorud 
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Dear Members and Friends of Prince of Peace: 

You are invited to our congregation’s Biannual Meeting, Sunday, February 5, 2023 at 
11:00 a.m. immediate following our 10:00 a.m. worship. 

I encourage you to attend our Biannual Budget Meeting so that you can be well                           
informed about the proposed 2023 Program on Ministry.  Following discussion, there 
will be a vote on the budget.  There are other important items on the agenda for this 
meeting as well.  The proposed agenda for the meeting is printed below. 

• Call to Order  
• Opening Prayer 
• Adoption of Agenda 
• Approval of Minutes of the January 30, 2022 Annual Meeting 
• Membership Report 
• Highlights from the CAT survey results (Vital Signs)  
• Prince of Peace Financial Reports and the Proposed 2023 Program on Ministry 
• Vote on the 2023 Prince of Peace Budget 
• Review of the revised Constitution  
• Vote on the revised Constitution 
• Vote on Treasurer Position as per the constitution  
• Proposed 2023 Cemetery Association Budget 
• Vote on the 2023 Cemetery Association Budget 
• Election of Nominating Committee 
• Lord’s Prayer 
• Adjournment 
 

You do not have to be a member of Prince of Peace to attend this meeting, but only 
members can make motions or vote.  

In Peace,  

Lorraine Lavery 

 

Our Biannual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 5
th
 at 11:00 a.m.   

The main purpose of the meeting is to discuss and vote on the 2023 proposed Program of 
Ministry and the 2023 Cemetery Budget.  We will also elect the 2023 Nominating                          
Committee.  All confirmed members of the congregation are requested to attend. 



 

3 

SUNDAY WORSHIP IN  
 
 

 
 
   
We continue to worship together Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the building, in-person or on 
Zoom, Facebook Live, or webpage (princeofpeacebrookfield.org). 
 
 

Please sign in upon arrival. 
 

We have a seasonal bulletin to be used each week and most weeks a colored insert for 
each Sunday.  Please return the seasonal bulletin to the tall table to be used again.    
   

The offering will be gathered when worshipers arrive and brought forward during the            
service. 
 

Sunday’s service is at 10:00 a.m. and it will also be on Zoom and streamed to our                  
Facebook page. 

 10:00 a.m. 
Inside 

10:00 a.m. 
On-line 

Total 

1/1/23   36 13 49  

 1/8/23  47 14 61  

 1/15/23  51 13 64  

 1/22/23 52  15  67 

1/29/23 48  15  63 

ATTENDANCE 

IN  

January 

 

 Flowers at the Altar 

Most Sundays during the year, we have a beautiful bouquet of flowers at the altar that was           

created by the members of Altar Guild.  

Those flowers are dedicated and paid for by members of the congregation. The donor or                  

recipient of the flowers are welcome to take their arrangement after the service on Sunday. 

The arrangements cost $25.00.  If you would like to dedicate altar flowers in memory of a loved 

one, to the glory of God, or in honor of a person or event, you can sign up for your chosen date 

on the Flower Chart between the bathrooms in the Narthex. You also need to fill out a flower                 

request form, which is located next to the Flower Chart, and put it in Rene’s mailbox. Your name 

and dedication will appear in the worship bulletins.  If two  people sign up for the same date, 

flowers can be placed in other locations in the Sanctuary, such as in front of the lectern or at the 

baptismal font. We do not have flowers at the altar during lent. 
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SPECIAL UPDATE 

Due to the upsurge in cases of Covid and other infectious diseases this winter, the Prince of 

Peace church council has requested a return to "Masking Guidelines based on the Covid-19 

Community Level”. These guidelines are established by the CDC and reviewed by the            

Connecticut state government.   Fairfield County has recently been moved into the “High” 

risk level, with “Masking expected”. 

In light of this new development, the Church Council is asking the following of all                 

worshippers and church visitors for the safety of themselves and others: 

1. The wearing of masks when in worship and with a meeting group at Prince of 

Peace. (masks will be available) 

2. Intentional spacing at the communion rail. 

3. Special care if using intinction. 

4. Understanding and patience as we work through this latest wave of illness. 

Masks are annoying. We’re tired of them. But masks work. There is overwhelming evidence 

that masks, hand washing, and extra caution have made a huge difference in lessening the 

pandemic. 

There are many people at Prince of Peace that have some vulnerabilities. Let’s care for one 

another, and get through this together. 

THE COMMUNICATION                 
COMMITTEE 

 
In December, the council approved this new committee. The 
purpose of the communication committee is to keep all          
congregational members, committees, and community  
members informed and updated on events at Prince of 
Peace Lutheran Church 
 

Their role is to ensure that in every facet of the church and the overall vision of the church 
is being communicated. Everything Prince of Peace says or does is communication, so it   
is important that everything within the church communicates and aligns with our mission, 
vision, and core values. 
 
This committee is looking for volunteers to join the team who have skills and interest in             
social media posting, website design and maintenance, copywriting, bulletin boards, overall 
marketing strategies, and working across groups.   
 
We also need people interested in engaging with the Brookfield Community, assistance in 
the best ways to communicate to these groups, and ideas for outreach. 
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Council Meeting Minutes  1/18/22 

All council members were in attendance. 
 

Devotions – Liz 
 

Members in Need – Updated by Nan 
 

Shrove Tuesday – This will be a PoP community event with pancakes and the works on 
2/21 @ 6pm. 
 

Preschool Committee Meeting – A new committee was formed after several years without 
one.  The goal is for better communication and collaboration between church and school. 
Discussed budget and increasing administrative fee. A new Preschool sign will be installed 
soon. The Preschool will have a snowflake festival. 
 

Budget Review – Considered more ways to reduce the deficit. Pastor Mark and Priscilla 
each did an estimate of Preschool costs to Prince of Peace and both came up with similar 
numbers.  Currently the Preschool costs the church so the plan is to increase their fee to the 
church to close the gap.  

• A motion was made to increase the Preschool administrative fee to $60,000 based on 
the actual costs to the church. The motion passed unanimously.   

• A motion was made to use the Misty Hollow funds set aside for outreach to pay our full 
$9000 synod contribution as this aligns with synod’s use for outreach.  The motion 
passed unanimously.   

• A motion was made to transfer $150,000 from a less accruing account to a short term 
and higher interest-bearing account to produce more funds.  The motion passed              
unanimously. 

• A motion was made to transfer the Sunday School offering funds to Faith Formation and 
Boy Scout funds to be moved to Property Committee.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Nominating Committee – Two positions on council will need to be filled.  Lorraine agreed 
to continue with council to fill one of the openings.  Names were discussed for Nominating 
Committee.   

• A motion was made to accept the Nominating Committee of Marci Sharp, Christine 
Buzzell, Kevin McLoone, Susi Lehmann, Nan Carlson and Laura Duffy.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 

Church Constitution – The revisions made to the constitution by Jim Sharp will be shared 
at the Congregational Meeting. 

• A motion was made to accept the changes to the constitution.  The motion passed  
unanimously. 

 

Congregational Meeting –  

• A motion was made to present the revised budget to the church at the Congregational 
Meeting. The motion passed unanimously. 

• A motion was made to approve the Congregational Meeting agenda. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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Council Meeting Minutes  (continued) 

Priscilla’s Job Title – Priscilla’s job title will change from Accounts Manager to Controller. 
This is a more suitable title for her responsibilities and her job description will reflect that. 
 

Youth Room – Monica spoke of the estimates for new flooring in the youth room.  The funds 
for this job will come from the Misty Hollow money to be used for property. 

• A motion was made to accept the cheaper bid and to get the flooring done. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
Pastor’s Housing Allowance – Pastor wants to change the amount of his salary                          
designated for housing allowance. 

• A motion was made for $1000 of Pastor Mark’s salary to go to housing. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 

Children’s Worship Space – The importance for younger families to feel comfortable in 
church was recognized.  A new space will be set up by Heather for younger children to be 
present during worship. 
 

Youth Council Representative  

• A motion was made to have a youth council representative for a 1 year term as a                        
non-voting member. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Blueprints – A decision was made to communicate monthly budget updates through the 
Blueprints. 
 

PoP Sign – Heather and Meg will be responsible for sign board changes with input from 
council. 
 

Worship & Music Committee - Donna reported that Christmas services were well attended, 
and additional resources will advertise future services.  Nan mentioned the increased need 
for Covid safety in worship and communion due to current infection rise in the community. 

 

Next Meetings – 2/8/23 @ 6pm Executive Council, 2/15/23 @6pm Council 
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Lent is coming! 
 
 
 
Lent is coming!  The season of Lent is the time for Christians to reflect in a special way on 
what God in Christ has done for us.  We take time to reflect on our need for a Savior, and the 
gift of salvation which is profoundly emphasized on the cross and in the empty tomb. 
 
We invite everyone to be a part of Lenten services at Prince of Peace.  There will be more 
information soon, but Lent begins with Ash Wednesday services on February 22.  Lenten 
services continue every Wednesday evening, leading up to Holy Week, with special worship 
opportunities on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. 
 
Please join us at Prince of Peace for these times of reflection and meditation. 
 

ANNUAL CAMP CALUMET                                          
RETREAT FOR WOMEN 

 

Women of Prince of Peace….Our next retreat at Camp Calumet is 
scheduled for March 24-26, 2023.  The cost will be approximately 
$172 and that includes, 2 nights lodging, 5 meals, and snacks. You 
will make that payment directly to Calumet when you arrive. 

Calumet is a wonderful experience and that’s why the women of POP go back year 
after year (and have done so for 20+ years.) We know that there are some women at 
Prince of Peace that would love to go but the expense is just not in their budget…
SO…our Women of the ELCA would like to offer a Fellowship to cover the expenses 
at Calumet to one woman from POP that would like to attend.  Please let me know if 
you are interested in receiving this Fellowship. 

A sign-up sheet will be posted on a table in the Narthex in mid-February.   Friends are            
welcome as well as any POP woman.  Questions, please call me at (203) 947-4413.  If you 
are riding with someone else, it would be nice if you chipped in at least $15.00 for gas to 
your driver! 

Nancy Tolmoff will be our retreat leader.  Theme has yet to be chosen.  In addition to our 
“theme time” there will be free time to relax, shop, etc …of our own choosing. 

We will plan to leave on Friday morning.  We can check in any time in the afternoon and our 
first meal at Calumet will be dinner on Friday.  If you plan to go up on Thursday, please let 
me know that so I can let Calumet know and I can find out the additional expense for you. 

Thanks!      Marci Sharp 

(203) 947-4413 (cell) 
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           Danbury Food Pantry 
 

The volunteers at the Food Pantry are always so thankful for our donations.  They said that 
they had 369 recipients on Tuesday last week.  This was an especially high number. People 
are needing food as their other expenses have increased.  I think this inflation is affecting us 
all. 
 
They were so happy to see the large amount of cereal we had.  It was practically a trunkful.  
As we've reported before, the Connecticut Food Bank does not supply cereal so it's                 
welcomed.  The volunteers were thankful for the calendars. 
 
Thank you, Prince of Peace.  You made a lot of people happy and less hungry.  We feed the 
hungry as God told us that when we feed them, we feed Him. 
 
Nancy Carlson 
 
                                           

Caring Ministry 
 

Drivers needed to help get people to medical appointments. 
 
Call Nancy at 203-778-1171 

 New Church Sign  
 

The word is out that our new church sign is getting  noticed in the  community!   
 
 
 
 

 

Special thanks to Laura Duffy, Nan Carlson,                           

Meg McLoone, Ernie Lehman,  Steve Kleppin and Steve 

Murphy for all the work  involved in creating and installing 

our lovely new church sign. 
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PRINCE OF PEACE PRE-SCHOOL 

The Prince of Peace Pre-School has begun registration for the 2023/2024 school year. We 

are currently conducting tours of the preschool to interested families.  We are looking ahead 

to the coming school year with excitement.  Registration forms can be found on our website, 

https://www.princeofpeacepreschool.org/family-info.html.   

This past January, the Pre-School hosted a snowman event in Fellowship Hall.  Students 
had the opportunity to make snowman crafts and play snowman themed games.  The walls 
(in the Fellowship Hall) are decorated with snowmen the students made.   In February,             
students will enjoy Valentine’s Day themed parties in their classrooms along with an outdoor 
snowman making event, weather dependent.  These fun and engaging events serve to         

connect our students and families and are warmly received. 

 

Best, 

Heidi Riddle 
Pre-School Director 

 Youth Group 

Youth Group has had 2 collaborative events with local ELCA churches. In 
December the group got together to enjoy an ice skating event followed 
by lunch at St. Andrews in Ridgefield.  
January we had a trip to Holy Trinity in Trumbull to participate in an           
Epiphany Celebration!  

 
We are looking forward to the new flooring to be installed in the Youth Room this month and 
planning how we will use this space.  
 
Look for us to be serving at our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner! 

https://www.princeofpeacepreschool.org/family-info.html
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If your birthday or anniversary is not listed in 
Blueprints and you would like it to be please 
contact Rene at the Church office. 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS  

10 Anthony D’Ausilio 

11 Erik Zimmitti 

21 Fred Herpel, Steven Kleppin,                 

Mary Peters 

29 Cheryl Hallock 

Dear Prince of Peace, 

 

Thank you so much for the           

college finals care package.  It 

was very thoughtful and it                   

brightened up my day when I 

opened it.  I hope everyone at 

POP is doing well.  This past             

semester went great for me.  

 

Blessings,  

 

Eden Schwanke. 

 

Dear Prince of Peace Lutheran 

church, 

Thank you for the gift package and 

well wishes, they were greatly                

appreciated! 

Best regards, 

Jason Zimmittii 

WORDS OF THANKS 

Need to contact Pastor Grorud? 
 

At this point, he will be in the church office on Tuesday and Wednesday of 
each week and other times as the calendar requires.  
 
If you would like to visit with him about anything, please contact him or call 
Rene in the church office to set up a time to chat. 
 
He is also available by phone at any time. His home phone is 203-210-7762. His cell is               
402-620-8032. Please feel free to call if you have an immediate concern or question. 
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Daily Bread 

Food Pantry Update 

 
Donations have been down, and Daily Bread is in need of everything.  
 
With the cost of food, the pantry is giving out approximately 200 bags of groceries every 
three days that they distribute food.  
 
They need everything especially mac and cheese, peanut butter and pasta.  
 
Please note the items that are listed below for the pantry. They tend to be the most nutritious 
and are easy to distribute.  
 
Avoid glass jars and fragile packaging.  
  

• Canned tuna, salmon or chicken 

• Beans (canned or dry) 

• Peanut butter 

• Meal-in-a-can (beef stew, spaghetti & meatballs, etc.) 

• Soup (especially chicken noodle) 

• Rice (1, 2 or 3 pound bags) 

• Pasta 

• Macaroni and cheese 

• Canned corn 

• Canned vegetables  

• Canned fruit 

• Breakfast cereal (hot or cold) 

• Marinara sauce and canned tomato products 

  
Toiletries: 
Shampoo 

Deodorant 
Toothpaste 

  
Please drop off your food items or checks (payable to DAILY BREAD FOOD PANTRY) to the 
church's front door anytime.   
 
Monetary donations are a good choice and easy to do on-line by going to their website. 
https://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com 

Thank you for your donations and prayers. 

  

Mary Weisensee 
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CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 2022-2023 

Name Phone Number E-mail Address 

Paul Adam 203-797-1950   

Linda Sutton Burns 203-743-1948 lindaburns1971@gmail.com 

Nancy Carlson 
Assistant Vice President 

203-778-1171     nancsew@gmail.com 

Liz Davies 
Assistant Vice President 

203-241-7818     elizdavies15@gmail.com 

Laura Duffy 203-270-8644 l.duffy@charter.net 

Lorraine Lavery 
President 

845- 416-0900              marc.lorrainelavery@gmail.com 

Meegan Lepler 
 

203-482-6993 
  

meegan.lepler@gmail.com 

Meg McLoone 
Secretary 

203-775-1724 mkloon@yahoo.com 

Heather Pontonio 203-947-9744 heather.pontonio@gmail.com 

Priscilla Rivas Treasurer 203 -830-9016    guanacaste@snet.net 

Donna Vitetta 
  

 914-672-1209 donnavitetta@gmail.com 

Monica Walsh 203-512-1166  mwalsh21@sbcglobal.net 

You?   

Church Contact Information:  
 

By email – poplutheranchurch@sbcglobal.net 
By phone – (203) 775-9070 
Facebook Message – https://www.facebook.com/popbrookfield 

 

The church office is open most weeks Monday through Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.  
Please call first. 
 

If there is a pastoral emergency after church office hours, please contact any of the below council members 
and they will connect you with an on-call pastor. 
 

Lorraine Lavery (845)-416-0900 
Nan Carlson (203) 778-1171 
Liz Davies (203) 241-7818 

https://www.facebook.com/popbrookfield
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Contact Us 

Website:  

www.princeofpeacebrookfield.org 

E-mail:   

poplutheranchurch@sbcglobal.net 

Phone:  (203) 775-9070 

Fax:  (203) 775-9573 

Worship Services 

Go to our website to experience our virtual worship and giving 
opportunities. 
  

Sunday’s February 5, 12, 19, 26 
10:00 a.m. in person inside worship 
10:00 a.m. Zoom service 
 
  
 
 

 

PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 5184 

119 JUNCTION ROAD 

BROOKFIELD, CT 06804 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Our vision… 
Centering ourselves in God's word, we are open to the Holy Spirit's call to inspire faith in our changing 
world. As children of God we strive to share and spread God's love in the world.  
Mission: A welcoming community gathering together in God's Word to serve others.  
 
Core values:  
• building & sustaining relationships 

• being accepted  
• Engaging with others in Christ 

• contributing to a greater purpose through social ministry 

• being grounded in the teachings of  Jesus 

DATED MATERIAL, PLEASE DELIVER 

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

February 2023 

  


