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 Newsletter  

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church  

Isaiah 43:18-19 forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the 
wasteland. 
 
Dear Prince of Peace,  
 

Time is quickly closing in on the day we all have been waiting for – that of the arrival of a new    
pastor and his wife at Prince of Peace. We have all anticipated and hoped for this moment for 
quite some time. 
 

These past two years have been a whirlwind of emotions. You may have experienced times of             
uncertainty or frustration. There may even be some grief. It is natural to grieve a stable past when 
faced with an uncertain future.  But what I have seen and felt the most was a congregation                    
growing together. We have become a congregation that is resilient and able to keep moving             
forward. We embraced hope for what could be. We chose trust and faith in each other and most 
importantly in our Lord.  
 

In the verse from Isaiah we are being reminded not to settle ourselves for what was in the past. 
There is a time and place to recollect past events and learn from its wisdom, but we cannot stay 
there. It is important for us to move forward from the phrase “we have always done it this way…” 
and become more flexible and open minded to the possibilities of alternative ways of doing things.  
In the last two years we have proven to each other that we can adapt, grow, and learn together! 
 

Through this call process, I have been consistently reminded that everything happens in HIS           
perfect timing and once again I am sitting here in awe of Pr. Anderson’s transition to our church 
and thinking that it’s timing cannot be more perfect than during Lent. Lent is a time of waiting. A 
time of self-preparation, prayer, and reflection. So, what can we do to prepare ourselves for this 
transition in our congregation?  
 
Prayer- Including our Father in this transition is the most important thing we can do:  
Pray for our congregation, pray for Pr. Anderson, pray for building our relationship together. I    
found this prayer and I encourage our congregation to pray during this time.  
 

Gracious God, we humbly come before You to welcome Pr. Anderson and Rebecca to our church 
family. We thank You for the unique gifts and experiences they bring, which will enrich our                
community of believers. Grant Pr. Anderson wisdom and insight as they lead us in worship, teach 
us Your Word, and provide spiritual guidance. May he lead us with love and compassion, walking 
alongside us in our joys and sorrow. Surround Pr. Anderson with a network of support, offering 
encouragement and prayers. May their ministry bear fruit, bringing honor and glory to Your name.  
We dedicate ourselves to stand beside our pastor, supporting and partnering with them in Your 
work. Amen. 
 
(continued on next page) 
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Communication - Communication is the passing on of ideas, feelings, and information. It 
binds people together, fosters trust, and a sense of community. When this is done                   
effectively and transparently, it empowers a congregation for ministry.  

 

Grace- God calls us to show grace towards others just as he shows it to us. We can 
show grace by unconditionally accepting a person’s imperfections and showing them                  
continued love and support. Grace does not have expectations and keeps us from 
building barriers. As in any transition, there will be bumps along the way. I encourage 
us to show Grace to each other and to Pr. Anderson which will help to grow and 
strengthen our relationship.  

 

 Flexibility - Let go of expectations. We may have expectations of what we want our new 
pastor to be for us based on past experiences, things we’ve missed or new                    
opportunities we’re hoping for. It’s important for us to practice patience and allow             
ourselves the opportunity to get to know each other.  As a congregation we come              
together with our own unique gifts of ministry. Each pastor ministers in a congregation 
with their own unique gifts. I am excited about embracing, supporting, and nurturing 
the unique gifts that Pr. Anderson will bring to POP.  

 

Pr. Anderson’s first service at Prince of Peace will be on March 17
th
. I believe that through 

prayer, open communication, grace, and flexibility we will be successful in our relationship 
building and experiences to come. Please help me in giving him and his wife a warm and 
hospitable welcome into our family of faith.  
 
In Peace,  
Lorraine Lavery 
Council President 

SUNDAY WORSHIP IN  
 
 

  
We continue to worship together Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the building, in-person or on 
Zoom, Facebook Live, or webpage (princeofpeacebrookfield.org). 
 
 

Please sign in upon arrival. 
 

We have a seasonal bulletin to be used each week and most weeks a colored insert for each 
Sunday.  Please return the seasonal bulletin to the tall table to be used again.    
   

The offering will be gathered when worshipers arrive and brought forward during the            
service. 
 

Sunday’s service is at 10:00 a.m. and it will also be on Zoom and streamed to our                  
Facebook page. 

Lenten Services 
Please join us on Wednesdays during Lent for our Lenten service. 
At 6:30 -7:00 p.m. there will be a soup and bread meal – you can sign up to 
attend and/or bring food on the sign up sheet on the table in the narthex.   
 
At 7:00 p.m. we will begin the Holden Evening prayer with a meditation on 

Items of Lent shared by members.  The service will also be available on 

Zoom. 
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Attendance in February 

 In Person 
Attendance 

On-line 
Attendance 

Total 

2/2/24 
Congregational 
Special Meeting 
New Pastor Vote  

 
109  

 
11 

 
120 

2/11/24  51 9 60 

2/14/24 
Ash Wednesday 

Noon 

 
18 

  
18 

2/14/24 
Ash Wednesday 

7:00 p.m. 

 
21 

 
5 

 
26 

2/18/24  64 7 71 

 2/25/24 
Congregational 

Meeting 

 
64 

 
6 

 
70 

 Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

 January 2024 Year to Date 

 Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income 
        
21,586.67  

     
30,408.83  

      
21,586.67  

      
30,408.83  

Expense 
        
15,509.26  

     
22,730.33  

      
15,509.26  

      
22,730.33  

Net 

          
6,077.41  

        
7,678.50  

         
6,077.41  

        
7,678.50  

Financial Summary for January 
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POP COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
February 7, 2024  

  

Present: Pastor Ned McMillen, Paul Adam, Nan Carlson, Liz Davies, Laura Duffy (ZOOM),                 
Lorraine Lavery, Meegan Lepler, Meg McLoone, Heather Pontonio, Jim Sharp, Donna Vitetta and 
Monica Walsh.   
 

Devotions: Donna:  Be Still and Know that I am God. 
 

Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve today’s agenda made by Donna and Nan second.  All 
are in favor. 
Revision/Approval of January 9, 2024 meeting minutes.  Motion to approve the January 9, 2024 
meeting minutes was made by Heather and Monica second.  All are in favor. 
 

BIG NEWS: Pastor Anderson is starting March 11.  He will be here for Holy Week.  
 

Budget Review: 
Priscilla was in attendance while we reviewed our budget.  2022 and 2023 were basically the 
same.  There is a big increase from 2023. It is hard to budget the non-pledged amount. The main 
increase is Pastor’s package for 9 months and three weeks.  Next year we need to budget for the 
entire year.  The Synod payment is back in the budget. The advertising budget was increased.   
 

Confirmation class starts in 2024. There will be approximately 9 kids in confirmation class.            
A small increase in Sunday school.  
 

Other expenses: Parish Life-Supply Pastor expense down by two Sundays.  

• Fuel for the church- increased market price of oil. 

• Cleaning service $24,000.00.   

• New Pastor personal expenses: travel and books, etc.  
 

Projects for 2024 include: 

• The water problem needs to be addressed.  Should we continue to treat the water or tap into 
the city line? 

• Copier contract expires in March 2025.  We need to get estimates from other companies so we 
can have a smooth transition.  Priscilla will call the company.  

• We need a line item for Pastor’s moving expense. 
 

MOTION: to approve the budget with $10,000.00 included for moving expense, made by Heather 
and Meg second.  All are in favor. 
 

Other items: 

• Pastor Grorud and Caryl sent a lovely Thank You card. 

• The Constitution was approved by the NES on Saturday, February 3, 2024.   
MOTION: to approve the congregational packet for the annual meeting, made by Donna and Meg 
second.  All are in favor. 

• The New England Synod approved the “Youth Grant” for $4,500.00. The full amount of the                   
request. 

• The nominating committee consists of Nan Carlson, Donna Vitetta, Marc Lavery, Eileen Muller, 
Steve Davies and Heidi Adam.  The names will be put on a ballot at the meeting. 

• There are five council positions to fill.  Monica Walsh, Meg McLoone and Laura Duffy would 
like to stay on council for another term. Nan Carlson is stepping down from council and Linda 
Burns’ position needs to be filled.  

• The auditing committee consists of Jim Vitetta and  Marc Lavery.  We are waiting to hear back 
from Ginger. 

• Can the committee evaluate contracts? 
 

(continued on next page) 
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 COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (continued) 

 
 
Worship and Music 
The Lenten service will use the Holden Evening Prayer. “Lent In Plain Sight- Devotion through 
10 objects” by Jill Duffield. 
 

Faith Formation-Souper Bowl- The youth will donate the money from the Soup Bowl raffle to 
the Women’s Center in Danbury. The youth really got into making the bowls. 
Sunday School is going well. They will have an activity.  
Lenten items will be on display.  There will be a band of packets they can choose from. i.e. 40 
activities for 40 days. 
 

Soup Supper and bread-starts February 21, 6:30.  Two volunteers every week to provide 
soup and bread followed by church at 7:00 
 

Mutual Ministry committee: We need a mutual ministry committee. 
 

Communications-Heather will start taking everyone’s picture for the new membership direc-
tory.   
 

Caring Committee- 

• Maimo -going to start chemotherapy again. 

• Louise Reilly going to have knee replacement surgery on February 29. 

• Pat Staub celebrated her 88
th
 birthday.   

• Pam and Alan Nemetz are at the Watermark in Southbury. 
 

What are we going to do in the transition? 

• Communication is key.  Do not spread misinformation. If there is a problem, people need to 
talk about it- bring it to council.   

• This is a good opportunity to get to know people in the congregation.   

• Do not say “We do not do it like that”.   

• We need to maintain a close connection with preschool.   

• During the Prayers of Intersession, we need to include a prayer for Pastor Anderson. 

• Prayer cards 

• Every Pastor is different. 

• Greeting cards.  Can include Anniversaries and Weddings. 

• Need a suggestion box in the Narthex. 
 

Motion to Adjourn made by Monica and Nan second.  All were in favor. 
 

Next executive meeting is March 5th at 5:00 p.m. 
Next council meeting is March 5th at 6:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY  

 Sundays after service 

 

Is your heart unsettled by the chaos of the world? Are you heavy-laden with bad mo-
ments, mad moments, or anxious moments?  Today, rest in God’s self-giving love and 
leave all your troubles at the foot of the cross. 
 
There were no accidents on the days surrounding Jesus’ death. Jesus’ last moments 
were not left up to chance. God chose the path; he selected the nails. Our Lord planted 
the trio of crosses and painted the sign. 
 
In He Chose the Nails, New York Times bestselling author and pastor Max Lucado will 
help you: 

• Learn just how much God loves and cares for you. 

• Take comfort that Jesus understands everything you face in this life. 

• Remember that there’s nothing you can do to earn God’s gift. 

• Stand firm in the promise that you are forgiven, and you are welcome in God’s                 
presence. 

• Search the scene of the cross and listen for God’s gentle whisper, “I did it just for you.” 
 
Sessions: 

• March 3 - He Chose to Forgive Us 

• March 10 - He Chose to Invite US into His Presence 

• March 17 - He Chose to Love Us Forever 

• March 24 - He Chose to Give Us Victory 
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Woman Composer Sunday 
 
March 10th, 2024 is Woman Composer Sunday. For centuries, women were excluded or  
discouraged from contributing music for the church. Established in 2021 by the Society of 
Women Organists and Royal College of Organists in the United Kingdom and adopted by the 
American Guild of Organists, Woman Composer Sunday raises awareness of the                              
contributions of these composers during Women’s History Month. 
 
Our organist, Brian Muller, is joining others in the U.K., United States, and around the world 
on this day by performing works by women composers for the Prelude, Anthem and                  
Postlude. These will include the following ... 
  
Prelude: Largo:  Elizabeth Stirling 
Elizabeth Stirling (1819-1895), an organist who worked in London, was renowned for her skill 
as a player. This Movement in A flat, marked 'Largo', is one of a set of eight, published in 
1857; it's possible to see the influence of the organ music of Mendelssohn in its "song-
without-words" style. Elizabeth Stirling was born in Greenwich, London, and studied piano 
and organ at the Royal Academy of Music. In 1839 she took a position as organist at All 
Saints Church, Poplar, where she remained until 1858. In that year, she was the successful 
competitor for the post of organist at St Andrew Undershaft, a position she filled until 1880. 
She published two grand voluntaries; six pedal fugues; eight slow movements and other          
organ-pieces, over fifty songs and duets, and arrangements of the works of Bach, Mozart 
and Handel.  
 
Anthem: Wondrous Love; arr. Marie Pooler 
Marie Pooler (1928-2013 worked as a musician throughout her career. She played the                
organ, flute, and was a very accomplished pianist. She wrote and published many choral                
arrangements and compositions, many still in print. Marie taught music at Long Beach             
Community College. After receiving a master's degree in music from California State Univer-
sity Fullerton, she taught at Rancho Santiago Community College, eventually becoming As-
sistant Dean of the Department of Fine and Performing Arts. 
 
Postlude: Do, Lord, Remember Me; Martha Sobaje 
Martha Sobaje (b. Alameda, California) holds digress from the University of the Pacific; the 
Eastman School of Music; and the Graduate Theological Foundation in Sarasota,                        
Florida.  She is minister of music at Phillips Memorial Baptist Church in Cranston,                      
Rhode Island.  http://www.phillipschurch.org/Sobaje.html 
 

http://www.phillipschurch.org/Sobaje.html
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ANNUAL CAMP CALUMET  

RETREAT FOR WOMEN 
 
Women of Prince of Peace….Our next retreat at Camp Calumet is scheduled for                   
April  5-7, 2024.  The cost will be $172 and that includes, 2 nights lodging, 5 meals, and 
snacks. You will make that payment directly to Calumet when you arrive. 

Calumet is a wonderful experience and that’s why the women of POP go back year 
after year (and have done so for 30+ years.)  We know that there are some women at 
Prince of Peace that would love to go but the expense is just not in their budget…
SO…our Women of the ELCA would like to offer a Fellowship to cover the expenses 
at Calumet to one woman from POP that would like to attend.  Please let me know if 
you are interested in receiving this Fellowship. 

A sign-up sheet was posted on the table in the Narthex in February.   Friends are                                  
welcome as well as any POP woman.  Questions, please call me at (203) 947-4413.  If you 
are riding with someone else, it would be nice if you chipped in at least $15.00 for gas to 
your driver! 

 
A Bible Study will be our Saturday morning session.  In addition there will be our free time to 
relax, shop, etc …of our own choosing.  I’m sure we will having “movie time with popcorn” in 
the evening. 

We will plan to leave the area on Friday morning.  We can check in any time in the                        
afternoon and our first meal at Calumet will be dinner on Friday 

Thanks!  

  Marci Sharp (203) 947-4413 (cell) 
marcisharp703@gmail.com 
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Easter Garden – 2024 

If you would like to contribute a plant(s), please indicate below.  The 

plants may be picked up after the 10:00 a.m. service on Easter Sunday.  

Those plants not picked up will be planted at the Prince of Peace       

Cemetery. 

Please put this form, along with your check, in Rene Tuccillo’s mailbox or 

mail it to Prince of Peace (P.O. Box 5184, Brookfield, CT  06804). 

If you don’t want to purchase an Easter plant, you can make a donation to 

the Love Fund in honor of or in memory of someone, The Love Fund is 

the pastor’s discretionary fund, used to help church members and other 

local people facing a financial crisis. 

Please Note: Orders MUST be placed on or by March 25
th

.   

 

 

 

 

Please Print Clearly:  

Given in Honor of:_______________________________________ 

Given in Memory of:_____________________________________ 

Given in Thanksgiving to God:______________________________ 

Name/Phone Number: ____________________________________ 

Plant Pot Size #  of 

Plants 

Ordered 

Price Total 

Amount 

Due: 

Daffodils 6” Pot   $7.75 each   

6” Lillies Single 

Plant 

  $9.00 each   

Lillies  Three 

Plants 

  $33.00 each   

Tulips 6” Pot   $7.75 each   
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 PRINCE OF PEACE PRE-SCHOOL 
 

We are excited to share that Prince of Peace Preschool is hosting an Open House this 
month to showcase our program.  Prospective students and a parent/caregiver have been 
invited to join us for a story, craft and gross motor activity along with a tour of the                  
preschool.  We are looking forward to this first of its kind event.  This event will be                     
advertised in the March edition of the ‘Brookfield Living’ magazine.  Also, the preschool is 
running its annual Butter braid pastry fundraiser.  For anyone interested in ordering, order 
forms can be found in the church narthex.  Of additional note, State licensing visited the 
preschool in February and found the preschool facility to meet state standards.   

Heidi Riddle 

Pre-School Director 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

4 Matt Hall 

5 Philip Burdick  

7 Willy Wagner  

10 Logan Lavery 

Heather McLoone 

13 Clare Zimmitti 

17 June Ginand 

18 Paul Adam 

Nancy Humphreys 

21 Barbara Dulko 

22 Kevin McLoone 

24  Conor Stuhrcke 

27 Adam Zimmitti 

31 Christopher Mattera 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

11 Marc & Lorraine Lavery 

 

If your birthday or anniversary is not 

listed in Blueprints and you would like it 

to be please contact Rene at the Church 

office. 
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Daily Bread 

Food Pantry Update 
  
 Please consider a tax-deductible donation today and periodically.   Your contribution will help 
us serve the many hungry people in our community into the future and ensure that nobody 
gets turned away without food.  As we've said before, food is available through state food 
banks at reduced prices and this can greatly increase the availability of food. To donate scan 
the code with your mobile device or visit dailybreadfoodpantry.com/donate-1 or mail a check 
payable to Daily Bread Food Pantry at P.O. Box 2, Danbury, CT 06813-0002. 
 
The items that are listed below for the pantry tend to be the most nutritious and are easy to 
distribute.  
 

Avoid glass jars and fragile packaging.  
  

• Canned tuna, salmon or chicken 

• Beans (canned or dry) 

• Peanut butter 

• Meal-in-a-can (beef stew, spaghetti & meatballs, etc.) 

• Soup (especially chicken noodle) 

• Rice (1, 2 or 3 pound bags) 

• Pasta 

• Macaroni and cheese 

• Canned corn 

• Canned vegetables  

• Canned fruit 

• Breakfast cereal (hot or cold) 

• Marinara sauce and canned tomato products 

  
Toiletries: 
Shampoo 

Deodorant 
Toothpaste 

  
Thank you for your donations and prayers. 

Nan Carlson and Mary Weisensee 
 

   

http://dailybreadfoodpantry.com/donate-1
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Please contact Walsh with any questions at mwalsh21@sbcglobal.net.  
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CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 2022-2023 

Name Phone Number E-mail Address 

Paul Adam 203-797-1950   

Nancy Carlson 203-778-1171     nancsew@gmail.com 

Liz Davies 
Vice President 

203-241-7818     elizdavies15@gmail.com 

Laura Duffy 203-270-8644 l.duffy@charter.net 

Lorraine Lavery 
President 

845- 416-0900              marc.lorrainelavery@gmail.com 

Meegan Lepler 
 

203-482-6993 
  

meegan.lepler@gmail.com 

Meg McLoone 
Vice President 

203-775-1724 mkloon@yahoo.com 

Heather Pontonio 203-947-9744 heather.pontonio@gmail.com 

Jim Sharp 203 775-4657 jbsharpjr@gmail.com 

Donna Vitetta 
Secretary 

 914-672-1209 donnavitetta@gmail.com 

Monica Walsh 203-512-1166  mwalsh21@sbcglobal.net 

Church Contact Information:  
 

By email – poplutheranchurch@sbcglobal.net 
By phone – (203) 775-9070 
Facebook Message – https://www.facebook.com/popbrookfield 

 

The church office is open most weeks Monday through Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.  
Please call first. 
 

If there is a pastoral emergency after church office hours, please contact any of the below council members 
and they will connect you with an on-call pastor. 
 

Lorraine Lavery (845)-416-0900 
Nan Carlson (203) 778-1171 
Liz Davies (203) 241-7818 

If you have a question about finances please contact Priscilla Rivas at 203-830-9016   
or guanacaste@snet.net 

https://www.facebook.com/popbrookfield
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Contact Us 

Website:  

www.princeofpeacebrookfield.org 

E-mail:   

poplutheranchurch@sbcglobal.net 

Phone:  (203) 775-9070 

Fax:  (203) 775-9573 

Worship Services 

Go to our website to experience our virtual worship and giving 
opportunities. 
  

Sunday’s March 3, 10, 17 
10:00 a.m. in person inside worship 
10:00 a.m. Zoom service and streamed to Facebook. 
Sunday  March 24 Palm Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
Thursday, March 28 Maundy Thursday 6:00 p.m. 
Friday, March 29 Good Friday 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday March 31 Easter Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
All holy week services will also be a Zoom service and 
streamed to Facebook 

PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 5184 

119 JUNCTION ROAD 

BROOKFIELD, CT 06804 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Our vision… 
Centering ourselves in God's word, we are open to the Holy Spirit's call to inspire faith in our changing 
world. As children of God we strive to share and spread God's love in the world.  
Mission: A welcoming community gathering together in God's Word to serve others.  
 
Core values:  
• building & sustaining relationships 

• being accepted  
• Engaging with others in Christ 

• contributing to a greater purpose through social ministry 

• being grounded in the teachings of  Jesus 

DATED MATERIAL, PLEASE DELIVER 

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

March, 2024 

  


