
 
 

STAR TRIBUNE PROGRESS EDITION – FEBRUARY, 2018 
 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION CONTINUING GROWTH AND GIVING 
 

BY DEBRA L. DODSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
In 1996, a small group of community leaders with the encouragement of Virginia 
Delegate Whitt Clement, an Estate Planning Attorney, and the support of Charles 
Womack, a local entrepreneur, gathered to discuss the need for a local community 
foundation. Things moved quickly. The first Board took up a collection to have stationary 
printed and retired trust banker, Bob Wiles, was hired as a part-time director and Debra 
Dodson became the first full-time director in 1999. 

Community foundations are a tax-exempt public charity that enables people to establish 
personalized charitable funds, usually within a specific geographic location. While The 
Community Foundation of the Dan River Region works with local donors to establish 
funds to benefit any geographic area, our primary service area is Danville/Pittsylvania 
County, Virginia and Caswell County, North Carolina. Donations are also being sought 
to build up resources for South Boston/Halifax County, with consideration also being 
given to other neighboring counties. 

Community foundations are one of the fastest growing areas of philanthropy. When 
charitably-minded people seek suitable ways to give, a community foundation can help 
make a difference. 
 
The Community Foundation of the Dan River Region is supported by nearly 4,000 
donors from across the United States and other countries.  Donors have created more 
than 140 endowment and scholarship funds within the Foundation. The Community 
Foundation currently has more than $35 million in total assets and has already returned 
more than $22.6 million in community grants and scholarships. 

How does a Community Foundation work? 
 
The community foundation idea is simple: Anyone may use it to give back to our region. 
Assets that are donated to the foundation create one of several types of funds to 
support your charitable goals. We also offer a full menu of estate and planned giving 
options to tailor your gift. 
 



You can create a fund in honor of someone you love or to celebrate a special event. 
You can direct your gift broadly or narrowly to issues you care about or to wherever the 
needs are greatest. However you give, your gift can change lives-today and in the 
future. 
 
Each fund is commingled with other funds and managed professionally so the assets 
will grow over time. We use professionals to invest and manage our assets. Our 
investment returns are averaging more than 8% for the last five years. 
 
We offer you flexibility in charitable giving without the paperwork, time and expenses 
associated with running your own private foundation. We can help you set up a fund 
that will maximize both your tax advantages and your impact in the community-now and 
forever. 
 
Here are seven reasons to give through The Community Foundation: 
 
* First-class service -It is our pleasure to assist you in making your philanthropy more 
rewarding. 
* Flexibility – Our professional staff can help you, your family, organization or business 
achieve your personalized philanthropic goals. 
* Community expertise – We have the local expertise to help make your charitable 
gifts more impactful, from education to the arts to the environment. 
* Investment performance - Our Finance Committee manages the total foundation 
endowment balance as one investment pool, allowing your gift to participate in a greater 
asset class diversification. 
* Legacy planning – Creating a personalized endowment fund with The Community 
Foundation allows your good name and good work to continue for generations to come. 
* Stewardship – As a public entity led by the leaders, of our community, The 
Community Foundation pledges that your philanthropic intent will be protected forever. 
* Tax Benefits – Partnering with us allows you the greatest tax benefits provided, 
significantly higher than charitable gifts to a private foundation. 
 
How else is The Community Foundation a partner in the community? 
 
Pittsylvania Pet Center - In 2017, The Community Foundation partnered with 
Pittsylvania County to assist with fundraising for the new Pittsylvania Pet Center. 
Donors were given special naming opportunities throughout the project and the 
opportunity to purchase a bench or brick in honor or in memory of a special pet. Brick 
sales have now been closed and will be processed soon. Gifts can still be made to the 
Pittsylvania Animal Shelter Endowment Fund at The Community Foundation. 
 
Danville/Pittsylvania County Veterans Memorial - In 2017, The Community 
Foundation celebrated the 10th anniversary of the Danville/Pittsylvania County Veterans 
Memorial. The Community Foundation continues to coordinate donations and brick 
sales for the Memorial through the Veterans Memorial Endowment Fund at The 
Community Foundation. 
 
Please give us a call at 434.793.0884 or visit www.cfdrr.org if you would like more 
information about how a community foundation can help you create a lasting legacy! 


