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The Parishioner’s Post 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 

“To be a dynamic, welcoming, and caring community of Christian faith by weaving the thread of Christ into the tapestry of our lives.” 

SOUTH BRITAIN CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 693 SOUTH BRITAIN RD.SOUTHBURY, CT 06488 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

I can’t believe it’s already November! As I watch the 

rain fall and stare out the window at our now bare trees, 

I wonder: 

Where did the lovely summer days go?  Now reflecting 

on October, I decided that this newsletter would be a 

summary of the Congregational meeting we had on Oc-

tober 2.  This was our first workshop in which we exam-

ined “Our History” -  both our strengths and some of the 

challenges we have in moving forward.  

On the journey, 

  Pastor Donna 

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress; he led them by a straight 

way, until they reached an inhabited town. 

Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to humankind. 

For he satisfies the thirsty, and the hungry he fills with good things. 

 Psalm 107: 6-9 

First Workshop 

In a Bible study from John 5:1-17, “The Healing at the Pool”, we examined four areas of our 

life together in this community using the four main characters in the Gospel as a guide.  

There were questions asked of each group that helped us get a perspective of where we are 

now. 
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The following are the summaries of those 4 areas in which the participants in each group 

responded:  

The Narrator Group 

 

Question: How do you think an outsider would see our church at this time? 

 

• Strengths:  Friendly, warm, caring, fun, hospitable, good fellowship, hard workers, 

equipping, supportive, loving, involved, wonderful history. 

 

• Challenges: Lacing focus, dwindling attendance, lack of young families. 

 

 

 

Question:  How do we see ourselves and our role as a church? 

 

• Strengths: valuable of wider community, outreach activities for others, spiritual 

home, joyful place, a place of fun, activities with a sense of community (not just 

about money). 

 

• Challenges:  Older congregation, lack of your thoughts, constant flux 

The Paralytic Group 

 

Question: What is paralysis?  

• The inability to move or take action or progress. 

 

Question: In what way do we as a church feel paralyzed at this time? 

• No settled pastor.  

a. Lack of members to support the church in its infrastructure and wider church 

mission. 

b. See that change is ok. 

 

Question: How long have we been stuck? 

• Since covid and loss of pastor 

a. Hard to build due to lack of continuity. 

b. We haven’t done the things necessary to bring change. 
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The Jewish Leaders Group 

 

Question: In what ways do we want to keep the church the same and/or play by the same rules? 

• We want to carry our ‘mat’ whenever we choose. 

a. We have had change all along. 

b. Changes in rituals that anchor us: prayer cards, liturgy, communion, fellowship 

hour, music (traditional or contemporary?) family, outreach, no politics 

c. Not enough time to absorb and accept change 

d. Clapping at the end of parts of service 

e. Welcoming statement “No matter who we are, or where we are in life’s journey, 

you are welcome here”. 

 

 

Question: Of what do we have a hard time letting go? 

• The bells, lay readers 

a. Accepting change 

b. Social changes 

c. Re-inventing the wheel 

The Jesus Group 

 

Question: What do you see as the potential for health in this church? 

 

• Faith that we can heal and move forward…but God… 

a. Pick up our mat”- God tells us that we can do this. 

b. Stepping forward with faith. 

c. People have a good time together. 

d. Stay still 

e. Discern what we need to heal from. 

f. Challenges have made us better. 

g. Positive thinking. 

h. Challenges have made us stronger. 

i. Go within and radiate to the world.  

 

Question: How would Jesus’ method for healing apply to our church? 

• Ask ourselves: “Do we want to “heal” as a church? 

a. Figure out what works; stop doing what doesn’t work. 
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This first workshop was both serious and fun. The discussions were lively and informative. It is 

clear from the various responses in each group that we need change and that the church 

members feel like we are in a rut or stuck.  Change can be hard and requires that we be open to 

it. When change is too slow, we may get too comfortable, and nothing happens. When change 

is too fast, we get anxiety and even fear.  

From the above comments, we see that there are many things that are our strengths, and we 

have some challenges too. These workshops are designed to clarify exactly what needs to 

change and how to move through the challenges, examine what are immediate goals in 

revitalizing the church, and what are the strengths and characteristics we want in a future 

pastor. These are all done within 3 or 4 workshops. 

 

Now, taking what we’ve learned, we might ask ourselves more specific questions. Discerning 

how we move through the roadblocks requires that we answer: Do we want to heal? What are 

we healing from? Fear of change? Conflict? Grief? There is no better time to do this than in the 

interim time. And we will examine that more closely. 

 

The discernment process also examines: What is God asking us to do next?  

In the next workshop we will address this topic called, “Discovering a New Identity” . 

 

Jesus asked, “Who do the crowds say I am? And who do you say you are?”  In so many ways, 

the church is being asked the same thing by society. We will also ask: What is our “call” in 

SBCC? 

 

Stay tuned for the workshop date coming up soon! 

Blessings on the journey, 

Pastor Donna 
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Daytime bible study: Tuesdays @ 1 p.m. in the Gathering Room. 

Our next Loss and Grief Group: Wednesday, November 9, 9:30 -10:30. 

 

LECTIONARY READINGS NOVEMBER 2022 

November 6 

Theme: Faith, God with us 

Haggai 1:15 - 2:9; Luke 20: 27-38  

 

November 13 

Bundt Celebration Sunday 

Theme: Freedom and celebration 

Selected Readings TBA 

 

November 20 

Theme: Reign of Christ Sunday 

Jeremiah 23: 1-6; Colossians 1: 11-20 

 

November 27 

Theme: Advent/Hope 

Isaiah 2: 1-5; Matthew 24: 26-44  

Bible studies  
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Message from Search Committee 

 

Where will our spiritual journey take us next? A Search Committee has been formed and 
is already hard at work preparing for the next settled pastor. We are gathering all 
the needed resources and supplies: GPS (read as maps to some), travel snacks and suste-
nance (prayer and conviction of God’s presence with us) and of course traveling compan-
ions (could this be you?). 

  The pastoral Search Committee would like to add ONE more member to support a suc-
cessful journey. 

We will consider full or part-time help for the many tasks to be accomplished.   

  We feel this is an amazing opportunity to use your personal, God given talents, to help 
SBCC step into the future.  

  I hope you will prayerfully consider becoming a member and join in finding a solution 
to our pastoral needs. 

  You can contact any of the committee members with your questions. 

 

Search Committee: 

Sal Graziano : sjgraz88@gmail.com 

Jeanne Crane-Shepard 

Laurie Hornbecker 

Laura O’Meara 

Barbara Quinn 

Gary Tolin 

   

Search committee 
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Open and affirming 

Our heartfelt thanks to everyone who attended the congregational meeting on October 16. It 

was a good forum for us to dialogue on a very timely sensitive topic. Our goal was to make 

sure everyone's voice was heard. 

 

As we move forward as an Open and Affirming church, we welcome anyone who would 

like to share their thoughts to come to our next meeting on November 15. We value every-

one's opinion and want your feedback. We understand that it's God's love for us and each 

other that binds us together as a church family, not our differences. 

South Britain Congregational Church 

ONA Covenant 

  

We celebrate the uniqueness of each of God’s children. We extend the extrava-

gant welcome of God to all people regardless of their race/ancestry/ethnicity, 

gender identity, gender expression, physical or mental capacity, marital status, 

immigration status, faith, sexual orientation, political affiliation, age, culture, 

or economic reality. We pray we each freely experience God’s loving presence 

among us. No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
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Cont. 

Dear ONA family: 

  

Please join us in welcoming South Britain Congregational Church in Southbury, CT, as a newly-

certified Open and Affirming congregation! 

  

As ONA church #1787, South Britain Congregational is now part of the largest and fastest-

growing LGBTQ-affirming church movement in the world! We’re proud of SBCC, and grateful 

to the church’s leadership for the hard work that led to this milestone in their history. 

  

The congregation will be added to the ONA map at openandaffirming.org/find. We’ve notified 

the UCC’s Yearbook office to assure the map of UCC congregations at ucc.org/church-finder 

also reflects their ONA status.  

  

Please join the entire Open and Affirming movement in celebrating South Britain Congregational 

Church, and in prayer that their ONA covenant will be a blessing to their LGBTQ+ neighbors, 

and inspire new passion and energy for living the Gospel! 

  

Blessings, 

 

 

 

The Rev. Andy Lang 

Executive Director 

ed@openandaffirming.org 

Pronouns: he, him, his 

 

The Rev. Derek Terry 

President 

office@openandaffirming.org 

Pronouns: he, him, his 

 

 

Welcome the newest ONA church in the Southern New  

England Conference! 
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outreach 

Outreach says “thank you” to everyone who supported H.O.R.S.E. in September. Each year 

we support one animal organization, whether it is Guiding Eyes for the Blind, our own local 

Whiskers cat rescue, or an organization like H.O.R.S.E.  Thanks to your generosity, these 

abused and abandoned animals are cared for.  We were able to send $200 to this worthy or-

ganization. 

 A big “thank you” also to everyone who helped with our full bagged lunch brigade for 

GWIM.  The GWIM staff were overjoyed with the delivery of the full lunches and the addi-

tional 200 sandwiches. Each year we commit to providing 400 sandwiches five months of 

the year and a full bagged lunch for Columbus/Indigenous People’s Day.  We will start our 

five months again in January, so rest up!  We always need 10 volunteers to make sandwich-

es.  Keep us in mind if you see a sale on creamy peanut butter and jam. 

Stay tuned for our UNICEF total!  Our own Ken 

Bolin graciously offers to count our change for us 

every year, so we are keeping him very busy at the 

moment. 

Looking forward – we will be hosting the Fair Trade Christmas and the 

Angel Tree again in December.  The Angel Tree should be up and 

available November 27th. 

As always, we work to keep the cream soup and chowder shelf full at 

the Food Bank. Your donations make the difference for the 150 fami-

lies benefiting from the Food Bank. 
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Our November outreach will be for Veterans, with this years’ collection staying right here 

in Southbury.  We will designate VFW Post 1607 to receive our Outreach collection.   They 

actively work to recognize and represent the needs of local veterans, participate in the Thank 

a Soldier program that helps local residents in all branches of the military with air travel 

costs when coming home to their families,  sponsor Boy Scout Troop 1607 (including the 

National Scout of the Year program), participate in the Voice of Democracy High School 

Oral Presentation Scholarship at Pomperaug High, and the Patriots’ Pen Middle School Es-

say Scholarship.  We are all familiar with their participation at local patriotic holidays, plac-

ing flags and wreaths at military gravesites and the annual Poppy program. 

We will also be collecting gently worn coats for St. Vincent 

DePaul throughout the month of November.  Please bring 

your coats in and leave them on the table in the back of the 

gathering room.  Hats, scarves, and warm mittens/gloves 

would also be welcomed. 
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GARDEN UPDATE 

The garden will be put to bed until next year. I want to thank all for your donation of 

seeds,plants,soil, fertilizer and mulch. So grateful for your time in nurturing our garden by 

watering, weeding, bug patrolling, harvesting and delivering our wonderful produce to the 

Southbury Food Bank. It was a very successful and fulfilling season.  Hope to have you all 

back next year! Bless You All! 

ACTIVITY  

      We have been busy this month.  Our first book club met.  A Man Called Ove is a delight-

ful book that sparked some great discussion and sharing. If you have not read it, add it to 

your list.  

      The children participated in our church's second and third outreach activities.   

      For the October Sandwich Brigade, Emily and Olivia filled all the lunch bags in true as-

sembly line style. Reminds me of Lucy and Ethel in the chocolate factory. Our second activi-

ty was wrapping, decorating and taping a message to the boys and girls receiving an Opera-

tion Christmas gift box. The boxes will be assembled on November 6th. 

     A great spooktacular Sunday was had by all during Fellowship Hour.  Thank to the Faith 

Formation team for the supplies to decorate your own cupcakes.  They were yummy. 

Faith formation 

 MORNING 

We thank you God, for morning light 

And peace and quiet through the night. 

We thank you, God, for birds that sing. 

We thank you, God, for everything. 

          by Traci Smith 
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THE GOLDEN TREE 

With Thanksgiving right around the corner, it is a good time to find something or someone 

you are thankful for. Emily, Olivia, Layla and Luna created beautiful pictures expressing 

what they are thankful for.  The gold tree will be left on a table with leaves. Please hang a 

leaf on our tree.  I am so thankful for our church family and for what God gives me every-

day! 
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Book club 

Our second book is 7 Days of Simplicity, A Season of Living Lightly, by  New York Times 

best-selling author Jen Hatmaker. It’s a quick read with short chapters devoted to simplifying 

your life with regards to kitchen, fashion, stuff, streaming, tossing, spending and stressing. 

From the Amazon website: 

 

In 7 Days of Simplicity Hatmaker shares from her own experiences in living lightly, “finding 

deep delight in exactly what you have and where you are, never letting anyone shame you 

out of simplicity or contentment.” Throughout the book are excerpts of Jen’s own journey to 

offer hope, humor, facts, and encouragement for the reader with a fresh look at how our own 

daily choices affect the sustainability of our lives and God’s earth. 

 

We will meet to discuss the book and its themes on a Sunday after church in January or Feb-

ruary. If anyone would like to purchase the book, I will be placing an order on November 

15th. The cost is $5, and you can email me  (Jodi) at jamsouth@aol.com or speak to me or 

any FF member before then. We hope you can join us! 

mailto:jamsouth@aol.com
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Public relations 

Our inaugural Ping Pong and Pizza was such fun. We had twenty participants, and Jim Pine 
was busy teaching the fundamentals of the game to people young and young at heart! 

 

Next month the activity will be on Friday, November 18 at 6:30 pm.  

 

BTW: You don’t have to play. You can be a spectator and just enjoy dinner with your SBCC 
friends and family! 

 

Hope to see you there. 

– Lissa 

 

P.S. Thank you to Bambi, Gary, Krista, and Cheri for their help and support. 
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Knit wits 

A time to relax in our festive Gathering Room. 

 For Sale:   Knitting – Fresh Decorative Sprays – Fair Trade Items - Deco-

rations.    

Tea Luncheon – Delicious tea sandwiches, Desserts, Beverages 

 

Please share your baking skills with us.  We need all types of items.   Thank you very 

much! 

       THE KNIT WITS 

  

(Questions?   Please call June Bennett, 203-264-8448) 

IT’S COMING….. 

THE START OF THE HOLIDAY SEASON 

Annual Victorian Tea and Sale 

Saturday, December   3, 2022  

10 AM to 2 PM 
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Flower committee 

There are plenty of open Sundays for you to provide flow-

ers or plants for our worship service.  The sign-up sheet is 

in the gathering room on the attic door.   

Please consider signing up; you can always call Nancy in 

the office if you can’t get to the gathering room in person. 

The Memorial Wall continues to bring peace and comfort to families as they plan for the fu-

ture. Four new plaques have recently been added to the wall.  

You are welcome to make your own reservations by contacting any committee member or the 

office. 

-Krista Judson, Bud Bennett, Ralph Kubista, Sharon Stiles or Lainie Jedlinsky  

Memorial garden 

A Memorial Moment on October 19th 

at 2pm 

 

 

• August 13, 2015 
Southbury, Connecticut 

Robert C. Long, Linda’s beloved hus-
band. 
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Bulletin board 

SBCC Women's  

Christmas Dinner 
 

Wednesday, December 14 

7 PM 

Gathering Room 

 

What a perfect time of year to come together in celebration! 

 

Sign-up for this happy get together will begin on Sunday, November 6th 

during Fellowship Hour. 

Tickets are $25 pp for a catered buffet dinner. 

 

Please see Chris Dreton or Jodi Mitchell with any questions. 

 

“Christmas will always be as long as we stand heart to heart and  

hand in hand.” –Dr. Seuss 
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Commemorating the 85th Anniversary of When Southbury Said No 

to the Nazis 

November 11-13, 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration is now open for a series of events from Friday, November 11 through Sun-

day, November 13 marking the 85th Anniversary of When Southbury Said NO to the Nazis. 

  

Events are planned for Friday evening at Temple B’nai Israel, all day Saturday at Pom-

peraug High School and Sunday morning at South Britain Congregational Church. Attend-

ance at these events is free but registration is requested to aid in planning for refreshments. 

 

For a full listing of all activities for this all weekend event, click on this link to the South-

bury site - www.southbury-ct.org/1937 

 

The link to see the documentary called Home of the Brave, click on this link - be sure to 

start the film from the beginning - Home of the Brave: When Southbury Said NO to the Na-

zi. 

http://www.southbury-ct.org/1937
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04KXvT40yIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04KXvT40yIE
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A Spooky Gathering 10/30/2022 
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November Calendar 

Every Week 

Sundays:     Worship, 10:00 a.m. Fellowship Hour, 11:00 a.m. 

Tuesdays:    Knit-Wits, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Fridays: AA Meeting, 6 - 9 p.m.  

 Dance, 4 - 6 p.m. 

   

  Every Month 

1st Sunday Outreach  

3rd Sunday                 Deacons (following services) 

2nd Tuesday Finance Committee, 4 - 5 p.m. 

1st Wednesday       Faith Formation 5:30p.m. 

1st Wednesday                 Stewardship (beginning in October) 7 p.m 

2nd Wednesday  Loss and Grief, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

3rd Wednesday                 Trustee’s Meeting 

4th Wednesday       Church Council, 7:00 p.m. 

1st Thursday   Property, 7 p.m. 

2nd Thursday   ONA, 10 a.m. 

2nd Thursday                       Public Relations, 5:30 p.m. 

1st Friday                           Parishioner’s Post published (Submissions due the  

 Monday prior). 
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Judson Jazz will be performing at The Reverie Brewery on Church Hill Rd Newtown 

on Sunday November 20th 2 - 5 p.m.  Hope all can come and enjoy the music.  Children 

and dogs are welcome.   

 

Joint Annual Southbury-Woodbury Interfaith Thanksgiving Service Tues-
day, November 22nd at 7 PM Sacred Heart Church, Midd-South Catholic 
910 Main Street South 
Southbury, CT 06488 
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Name Date 

David Dalton 15-Sep-21 

Kazuko Zachos 26-Oct-21 

Jerry Crane 14-Nov-21 

Linda Mitchell Lawson 19-Nov-21 

Robert Person 28-Nov-21 

Bert DeForest 5-Dec-21 

Ed Wildman 28-Dec-21 

June Tschuder 17-Jan-22 

Nancy Maher 23-Jan-22 

Darlene Gunther 20-Jun-22 

Jennifer Gracy 24-Jul-22 

Ester Ludorf 25-Jul-22 

Bettye Clair 27-Jul-22 

Diane Hynd 8-Aug-22 

Roger Jensen 1-Oct-22 

Cathleen Powell 24-Oct-22 

Ellene Tedesco 4-Apr-22 
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David Dalton 

September 15,2021 

Kazuko Zachos 

October 26,2021 

Jerry Crane 

November 14,2021 
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Linda Mitchell Lawson 

November 19,2021 

Robert Person 

November 28,2021 

Bert DeForest 

December 5,2021 

Robert S. Person, 66. of Dan-
bury, husband of Sylvia C. 
(Andreasen) Person  
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Ed Wildman 

December 28,2021 

June Tschuder 

January 17,2022 

Nancy Maher 

January 23,2022 
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Darlene Gunther 

June 20,2022 

Jennifer Gracy 

July 24,2022 

Ester Ludorf 

July 25,2022 

Jennifer Gracy received her 

angel wings on Sunday, July 

24, 2022  
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Bettye Clair 

July 27,2022 

Diane Hynd 

August 8,2022 

Roger Jensen 

October 1,2022 
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Cathleen Powell 

October 24,2022 

Ellene Tedesco 

April 4,2022 

Cathleen lost her battle with cancer 
Monday morning Oct 24th at age 62. 
She was born in Ct and raised in Miami 
with her sister and brother. there she 
met her husband from Austin Tx. There 
they began  raising their son  He mar-
ried and had a little girl named Ellie. 
Cathy and her were inseparable. Cathy 
was an avid reader. She also loved gar-
dening. She will be sadly missed by her 
family and friends. 


