OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT

November 10, 2020

“To be a dynamic, welcoming, and caring community of Christian faith by weaving the thread of Christ into the tapestry of
our lives.”

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Let’s talk about remembering.
“Remember” in Hebrew means more than just think about something.
That is how we use the word. For example, remember when we could
hug? But remember in Hebrew means something a little different.
Remember means to bring so fully into our mind that it affects our
actions in the present. Time and time again the writers of the holy
scriptures remind the readers to simply remember. This was not because
the readers and hearers at the time had memory issues. It was not that
they all needed a dose of ginkgo biloba or another memory booster. Their minds worked just fine. What
the writers and prophets were saying was (and is meant for us too) that
when things get hard or confusing it is in that moment that we should think
of God. They mean more than think of God but more importantly
remember what God has done for you. When things are bad or hard that is
the moment to think back to the time that God came through for you in a
big way. It is a call to recall a time that hope seemed far away and all of a
sudden God, out of great love, came through in the crunch. This is why the
writers point to the leaving of Egypt and to the parting of the Red Sea as
examples of God doing this very thing. Those were moments where God
came through in a big way. And if God did it once, God can and will do it
again.
We are living in hard times where daily we need reminders of God’s love,
and that our hope is set on God. We need to do this remembering because
it builds hope up in us. It drives out any and all despair. So, brothers and
sisters, no matter what you are going through, remember God. Know and
trust that God loves you. Remember and know that God will be with you as
you get through this rocky time.

Peace,

Pastor Malcolm

Psalm 78:7 “so that they should set their hope in God, and not forget the
works of God, but keep his commandments.”
New Members: If you are interested in exploring joining South Britain
Congregational, please reach out to Pastor Malcolm.
pastor@southbritainchurch.org
BIBLE STUDY:
Bible Study, Daytime bible study is every Tuesday at 1:00 pm and is open to all, even if you’ve never
been before. This will be held in person, but if you are not comfortable with in person, Pastor Malcolm
will send you a Zoom link. Evening bible study is held the second and fourth Thursday of each month at
7:00 pm in-person. If you are not comfortable with in-person, Pastor will send you a zoom link. The next
evening session will be November 12th. Please contact Pastor Malcolm if you wish to join.

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE:
The Woodbury Southbury interfaith Thanksgiving service will be held on Tuesday, November 24 at 7 PM
Please join us in the parking lot of St James Lutheran Church at 111 Peter Road in Southbury. Rev
Malcolm Carr from SBCC will be giving the sermon.
If inclement weather, then you will be able to watch it on zoom and YouTube. Email Rabbi Polokoff at
rabbi@bnaiisraelsouthbury.org for link

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE:

Are we missing something?

This year probably has all of us feeling a bit “off” in one way or another. But doesn’t it feel like there is
something missing in our church life right now? Something that is there to meet and greet us each
autumn?
If you were thinking “our annual Pledge Drive,” you are correct!
We are not asking you for money!!!
This of course makes us happy, and we want to be happy, right?!?!
Last year at about this time, our annual pledge drive kicked off a pledge period of 18 months; this was
done to align our pledge year with our fiscal year. As a result, we will not be having another formal
pledge drive until this coming spring.
Unfortunately, this one-time 18-month pledge period was uncomfortable for many of us. It was a long
amount of time to commit to a plan of weekly or monthly giving. This caused some of us to pull back on
our pledging commitments, or to pledge our normal annual amount which we were comfortable with…
and understandably so.
We do not want anybody to be uncomfortable with the pledging process, or with their pledging
commitment. Because again, we all want to be happy! And, we all know things change (2020 is proof
of that fact!).
Now that we are a year in, we are inviting each one of us to prayerfully revisit our pledge commitment
for the final months of our current pledge period, which ends on June 20, 2021. Please know that
pledges are, as always, adjustable by contacting Laurie Hornbecker.
With so much changed and missing during these autumn months, the pledge drive is one that, we think,
is a welcomed absence. But the Roman Poet Sextus said, “absence makes the heart grow fonder.” We
will see this coming Spring if that holds true for pledges as well.
-submitted by Amy Smith

World Toilet Day – November 19
Did you know that more people in the world have a cellphone than have a toilet? When communities
have access to toilets and improved sanitation, the incidence of poor nutrition decreases, and
community health improves. For more information and resources visit our webpage.
https://www.sneucc.org/
16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence
This is an annual international campaign that kicks off on November 25, the
Internatihttps://www.sneucc.org/onal Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, and runs
until December 10, Human Rights Day. It is used as an organizing strategy by individuals and
organizations around the world to call for the prevention and elimination of violence against women and
girls. Join us this year! Keep an eye on our social media pages for ways to take action: United Church of
Christ Facebook and UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (the UCC Public Policy and Advocacy Office).
The Pollinator
The Pollinator is a digital platform of the UCC for the sharing of ideas and inspiration. Its focus is the
building of a faith-filled and faith-rooted movement for the care of creation.
Witness for Justice
Looking for up-to-date social justice commentary? Check out Witness for Justice, a weekly editorial
opinion column written by the staff of Justice and Witness Ministries.
New Role
It is with joy and thanksgiving that we write to you today to introduce
The Rev. Dr. Michael Ciba, who will begin serving as the Area Conference
Missioner for the Southwest Region on Jan. 1. Some of you know the Rev.
Ciba, as he has been serving part of this region for many years.
As your Area Conference Missioner, the Rev. Ciba will be your most visible
connection to the wider Conference setting. His work will be to build on the
relationships with clergy and lay leadership for ministries within the area, to
enable those ministries to flourish -- boldly, bravely, and faithfully -- within
the ever-evolving landscape of ministry.

ANGEL TREE PROJECT CHRISTMAS 2020
COVENANT TO CARE: OUR MISSION. Covenant to Care for Children provides a safety net for abused, neglected or
impoverished children in Connecticut by providing essential support in moments that are critical for a child's ability to
thrive and a family's ability to stay together.
Once again, our church family has the opportunity to make the lives of 25 boys and girls, ages 1year to 18 years a little
brighter this Christmas. Here is what you do:
NOVEMBER 22, NOVEMBER 29, AND DECEMBER 6:

1. Look for our Angel Coordinators, Jodi and Jeannie Mitchell standing outside after church service with the list of
kids and items requested.
2. Pick the child that you would like to buy for.
3. Wrap the gift and secure the Angel label we give you to the outside of your package for identification.
4. Return to the church by DECEMBER 13 DEADLINE.

There are 13 GIFT CARD and 12 “TOY” requests.
OPTIONS:1) Buy, wrap, and bring back OR 2) Pay us for a Gift Card and we will purchase it for you!
We suggest $25.00 price range per child. Email Jean Mitchell redbarn525@hotmail.com or call me at 203-560-6495 if
you have any questions or need more information.
-submitted by Jean Mitchell

OUTREACH:

Lynn Plourde, Jo Ann Bolin, Jean Dunn, Chris Dreton, Cathy Somers, Jeannie Mitchell,
Charlene Moll, Jodi Mitchell
•

Our Outreach Offering
November will honor our veterans by providing them with housing, life skills coaching, and
vocational training through Homes for the Brave, headquartered in Bridgeport. From their
website comes the appalling statistic that on any given night, 40,000 US veterans find themselves
homeless and another 1.4 million are at risk of homelessness. Please read more about this
worthy organization at www.Homesforthebrave.org/about and give generously.

•

The Southbury Needy Fund
Has compiled a list of children in Southbury who will not have Christmas this year unless the
Needy Fund provides it for them. If you would like to ‘adopt’ a child and purchase clothing for
them, please email the Needy Fund sbyneedy@gmail.com and request a child to sponsor.

•

UNICEF
The Outreach Committee thanks the congregation for their generous response to our annual
UNICEF drive. Members and friends donated $403 over a five-week period ending November 1.
Please know that your gifts will go a long way towards making sure that vulnerable children have
clean water, nutritious food and vital medicine.

•

Afghans
Seven months ago, Outreach received a request for help from a church in Prospect. They had
planned to make and send afghans to a community in Mexico, but COVID-19 put an end to their
plans (for now). They asked if we would take some of the ‘kits’ and use them however we felt
appropriate when they were done. We decided that giving them to St Vincent de Paul to hand
out to the homeless in Waterbury would make a difference to a community near us.
Well, volunteers came out in abundance to take a kit and sew it together. And there were
challenges for sure! Not all squares were the same size, some were unraveling, some of us had
no idea how to sew them together, but in the end, they will all help to keep someone warm this
winter.
Outreach would like to thank all the sewing elves who spent their covid-19 confined days sewing
an endless bag of squares together into a warm blanket for someone who needs it. We make a
difference

•

Advent Craft Event

Just a reminder for anyone who called that we are still planning on holding it on November
22nd. The deadline to call Jodi to be included was yesterday.

•

Coats
Outreach will be collecting gently used, clean coats to donate to St Vincent de Paul through at
least mid-November.

•

The Festival of Trees
Outreach has entered our beautiful ‘Rainbow Tree’ in The Festival of Trees, benefitting Ann’s
Place Cancer Center in Danbury. Because the Festival is virtual this year, you will need to go onto
the site to vote for our entry.
Here is the link to our specific tree:
https://www.gogophotocontest.com/annsplacefestivaloftrees/entries/262502 . However, we
would encourage you to browse all of the beautiful entries at:
https://www.gogophotocontest.com/annsplacefestivaloftrees/search

•

Thanksgiving Soup Collection
November 22nd will be our Thanksgiving Service here at the church. In gratitude for all our
blessings, we will have a basket in the Narthex to collect cream soups and chowders for the
Southbury Food Bank. Please bring your cans in and place them in the basket. The basket will be
carried up the aisle and placed at the foot of the communion table prior to the start of the
service.

FLOWER COMMITTEE
•

It may seem early, but it is time to begin thinking of beautifying our sanctuary for Christmas with
poinsettias. Since we cannot put the envelopes in the pew racks,
they will be available in the Narthex as you enter the church, in the
church office, or, for those who are unable to attend services in
person, you may call the church office and leave your name and
who you are donating in memory or in honor of, or ‘just because’.
Send a check to the church and in the 'note' line of your check,
please clearly mark that the check is for Christmas Flowers. We will
collect for the flowers until December 13th. We are still working
on a strategy for those who wish to take their plant home with
them after the Christmas Eve service.

FAITH FORMATION:
•

Faith formation will once again be supporting Wreaths Across America in November. We will
support its mission to "Remember, Honor, and Teach" by collecting donations for wreaths, as
well as volunteering to lay wreaths on December 19 here in Southbury. Wreaths are still $15
each.
o Outreach has generously donated $75 to fund our first five wreaths!
o To donate: during the month of November, simply hand or send in your check (in any
amount, it does not have to be $15) with "wreaths" in the memo line. If you wish to
contribute cash, please use an envelope marked "wreaths." At the end of November, we
will order the wreaths on behalf of SBCC. Please let Amy or Krista know if you would like
to sponsor a wreath in honor of a special person so we can add that information to our
order.

o To Volunteer: Wreaths Across America day is December 19, 2020. We will have more
information about volunteering as is becomes available. This is an extremely rewarding
and solemn experience. We hope you will consider joining us this year.

-submitted by Amy Smith

•

WEAVING OUR LIVES WITH GOD
As we move towards Thanksgiving and into Advent, let us
each ponder how we have woven God and church into our
lives and the lives of others. Think how each of you are
interconnected here at SBCC, as the ribbons woven
below. There is a ribbon waiting for you to weave. On
November 1st there will be a basket of ribbons available.
Please take one and join our weaving wall that it is in the
gathering room if you have not put your ribbon on after the
service.

• ROCK GARDEN
We have begun our rock garden, located in front of the Parish Hall. There is more to come so if
interested I have some small rocks still to be painted and added.

-submitted by Krista

TRUSTEES
One Church Software Ready for Use Soon
The Steering Committee has been working hard to set-up our church management software to improve
communication and consolidate our activities and information in one place for everyone’s benefit.
What will happen next in late November to early December
 Invitations to sign-up and access the new system will begin for members and associate members
in scheduled waves at the end of November and through the month of December.
 Note: There will be an informational presentation about the system after church service on
November 15th. The presentation will start at 11:15am and should last about 30 minutes.
Be Ready: We will be closing the current access to our use of the Vanco system Payment Plus application
in the first week or two of December. We will be sending a reminder with specific instructions shortly. If
you have any questions about the process converting to the new One Church Giving system, contact
Laurie Hornbecker, Curt Perry or Carl Dunn. Again, more information will be coming out shortly to those
using the old system.
Watch this space for future updates (Carl Dunn, Laurie Hornbecker, and Curt Perry)
-submitted by Carl Dunn

FROM OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Living Spirit – A quiet meditation

There is a Japanese tradition called Kintsukuroi. Kintsukuroi is a way of living that embraces every flaw
and imperfection. Every crack is part of the history of the object and it becomes more beautiful,
precisely because it had been broken. A broken object becomes beautiful again and not simply thrown
away.
Take a moment and think of your life in terms of a life redeemed and full even in its times of brokenness
or doubt or just sadness. Embrace the beauty and the blessing while you come out of the imperfection
into the light offered by God.

Prayer: I am grateful to You, O God, for the blessing of your forgiveness and your ever- lovingkindness. I
thank You that in Christ, you set me free from the guilt of the past and give me hope for the future.
-Submitted by Carl Dunn

Welcome to our newest staff member!
Presenting – Nancy Kerely
Nancy will join us on November 16th as our Administrative
Assistant. She was born in Tennessee, raised her family there
and lived there until 2014 when her husband passed. She
relocated to Virginia to help her sister, who was ill, and
remained there until her sister’s passing. In November 2019,
she moved to CT to be near her children and grandchildren.
She resides in Torrington and looks forward to meeting all of
you. She worked for several years for a local newspaper in
various capacities ranging from writing, editing, doing ad
layout, providing administrative support to the Editor and
even some bookkeeping. When she moved to Virginia, she
worked at a local church in their food pantry and with their
Women’s Ministry. She also was working to update and
maintain their outdated church webpage when she made the
move to CT.
We wish we could have held a welcome reception for Pastor Malcolm, a good luck reception for Eileen and a
welcome reception for Nancy, but we know that we cannot. When you have a chance, mask up and drop by the
office to say ‘welcome’.

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Marti on the loss of her brother John
Pat Johnson, prayers go out
David, Chad, Bert, Eileen
The Witham Family
Eslami family on the loss of Dr. M. Eslami
Prayers to Bettye on the loss of Gene
Prayers for Sal’s cousin John
For all frontline workers, medical personnel, firefighters, police
And those serving our country in the armed forces

Bulletin Board
If you would like to submit an article, birthday, anniversary, prayer request for the Parishioners Post
please send us an email along with pictures to pr@southbritainchurch.org

NOTE:
If you know someone that is missing out on the Parishioners Post because they do not
have access to email, please drop a note to Cathy Somers so we might include them in
our mailing. sbcc_secretary@yahoo.com
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Please wish them a very “Happy Birthday” (we are using a new database for Birthdays, if
there are errors or omissions please contact pr@southbritainchurch.org )
•

Carl Dunn

6

Jim Hartman

19

Marci Lowman (Marge Mitchell's
daughter)

6

Claire Warner

20

John Grimes

7

Malcolm Carr

22

Betty Schaake

8

Allen Brinley, Jr.

24

Cathy Peterson (Bev Stoddard's
daughter)

10

Ben Swanson (Deb Hull's son)

26

Don Sharpe

11

Tammy Hartman

27

Sherman Mitchell

13

Lynne Kilbourn

29

Carol Palmer

14

Hunter Wilds

30

ANNIVERSARIES:
Ken and Joann 50th anniversary Nov. 7th
•

• UP-COMING MEETINGS
Name
ONA
Trustee
Council

Date
11/18
11/19
12/02

Time
10:00am
7:00pm
7:00pm

Location
Zoom
Zoom
Zoom

• REMEMBER
o

Flowers: Please remember to call the church office if you will be placing flowers in the
church for the Sunday service (203)264-5890

o

Reservations for Sunday service: Please call the church office at (203) 264-5890 and press
#5 to leave your name, phone number and the number in your party. You will receive a call
back if capacity has been reached.

o

Masks and social distancing are required. When you arrive; temperatures will be taken,
hand sanitizer will be provided at the entrance, a mask if you have forgotten, and you will
be escorted to your seat.

ONE WITH NATURE

• Not really, because he/she flew into our window and took thirty minutes to regain
senses.

•

Nineteen Turkeys feasting in the back yard.

