April 27, 2021
OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT
“To be a dynamic, welcoming, and caring community of Christian faith by weaving the thread
of Christ into the tapestry of our lives.”

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I was just starting out as a
chaplain at a tiny hospital in the
lovely town of Gloucester,
Massachusetts. The movie and
book, The Perfect Storm, is set there and it is also the home of
the very delicious Gorton fish sticks. I shared an office with the
social worker who had been working there for a while. This
being my first setting for chaplaincy, I was eager to get right to
work. But, as it came to lunch time on my first day, I hadn’t
brought a lunch, I was so nervous/excited that I planned on working through
lunch on that first day. The social worker, Karen, was heading down to eat and
invited me to eat with her and some of the other staff. I hesitated, but she saw
me hesitate, and she kindly insisted. Well, I gave in, and eating lunch with them
became my daily ritual. I learned a lot from all the staff and became really close
to Karen and her husband, Chris.
Sometimes we need an invitation when things are new or different. We need
people to insist to help pull and push us because we get comfortable. Church is
like that too. We need to invite people to church. Church can mean so many
different things to so many people. Their experiences can range from positive to
negative, and many spots in between. In the spirit of thinking about inviting, I
came upon a mind-blowing quote and statistic by Dr. Thom Rainer:

“82% of the unchurched are at least somewhat likely to attend church if invited,
but only 2 percent of church members invite an unchurched person to church. 98%
of church-goers never extend an invitation in a given year.”
Based on this, people are willing to give church, as a community, a try, but they
need to have that invitation. This doesn’t have to be for services but could be for
any and all events that we have. We just have to be even more bold in the
inviting. The other side of the coin is to continue to strive to be a place that is
worthy of people belonging. We must continue to be a place of love for each
other and the world.
As we think about this past year for all of us, and the difficulties and
opportunities, think of what it would have been like without our family of faith to
connect with and to look to for support. We all know our friends, neighbors and
family who have had ups and downs this year. Invite them to experience church
as we move forward. They might just be waiting to be asked and might not know
God is waiting to connect with them here.

Blessings,

Pastor Malcolm
“So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially
to those who are of the household of the faith.” Galatians 6:10

New Friends and Visitors: If you are interested in exploring joining South Britain
Congregational, please reach out to Pastor Malcolm.
pastor@southbritainchurch.org
____________________

NEW MEMBER MEETING, MAY 2ND WILL BE OUR NEXT MEETING. I IF YOU
ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR MALCOLM

BIBLE STUDIES

Daytime bible study is every Tuesday at 1:00 pm and is open to all, even if
you’ve never been before. We will meet in person in the Gathering Room, and
Pastor Malcolm will send a Zoom link for those still wanting to participate in
that manner. Evening bible study will be held the second and fourth Thursday at
7:00 pm, also in the Gathering Room. Pastor will also send a zoom link for that
session for those who wish to participate in that manner. The next evening
session will be May 13th. Please contact Pastor Malcolm if you wish to join
either group.
____________________

In case you haven’t heard, South Britain Congregational Church is now
holding in-person services. Please call (203)264-5890 Ext. #5 to
confirm your reservation.
The Parish House has reopened for use of facilities. Please check with
your committee or group to confirm.
We will be putting up the tent this week for you outdoor souls.

Apple Festival
Planning is already well underway for this year’s Apple Festival! What you can do
now to help:
1. Please start setting aside any donations for White Elephant, Accessories,
Jewelry, and Man Cave. We will be able to accept donations beginning late
spring or early summer. Please make sure items are clean and in good
shape for donation. Enjoy the satisfaction cleaning out brings, while
donating somebody else’s next treasure!

2. If you are looking to get involved, please contact Amy to get an idea of
what areas are looking for help this year. Whether you want to help us with
planning or preparing; or are looking for a role on the day of the festival,
there are many opportunities for volunteering! You can reach Amy at
amybsmith1120@gmail.com. We really need all available hands this year!

STEWARDSHIP
We come to you in gratitude for your attention, kind words, and mindfulness as
we have all considered our Stewardship contributions for the coming year. We
hope that you, too, have experienced the Joy that comes from heartfelt
generosity.
As of the end of April, our Pledge Campaign results are as follows:

[Results are Reported as a Percentage Toward Goal]

New Pledgers

Total Pledges
Received

Total Dollars
Pledged

While we have not yet reached our targets, we are confident that with God’s
guidance, and our prayerful consideration, we will continue to progress toward
our goals.
Your pledge is a statement of your giving intention for the coming year. It is, as
always, changeable by contacting our Financial Secretary. All pledges remain
confidential.
____________________

Pledges are important to our financial leaders as they continue to make plans and
decisions about our upcoming fiscal year. The more information we have about
anticipated income over the year, the more accurate their planning will be. If you
have not already done so, please consider submitting your pledge card today!
Joyfully,
Your Stewardship Committee
____________________

Our sunflowers continue to grow and cannot wait to feel the
warmth of the sun very shortly!

OPEN AND AFFIRMING
Thought of the Day.
“That man will love his greatest enemy, who knows that that very enemy is God
Himself.” Swami Viveananda (1863-1902) Indian sage and mystic.
-submitted by Francesca Sergi

Your Open and Affirming team is pleased to inform you we will be sending out a
brief but very important survey to all active members of SBCC. This survey is a
starting point, taking the temperature of the congregation, and finding out where
we stand at this time as a community who wants to grow in love and acceptance
of people from all walks of life.
The survey will be emailed to you on May 4. Please complete the survey online by
May 18. Respondents are kept anonymous. If you or someone you know prefer to
complete a paper copy of the survey, please call or drop by the office; Nancy will
be happy to help. Should you have any questions or concerns about the survey or
the Open and Affirming process, Pastor Malcolm stands ready to listen and
support you, as always.
Judy, Francesca, Sue, Cathy, and Joe

OUTREACH
The supply bags were ready and waiting for pick up on Tuesday, April 13, and

everyone was hard at work between then and Thursday morning, April 15, when
over 450 sandwiches were sent off to GWIM by our driver extraordinaire, Lainie!
Thank you to all our April volunteers: Bambi, Linda, Cheri, John, Krista, Cathy,
Judy, Marti, Kathy Sue, and Terri. Pictured below are Cathy, Cheri, Krista, and
Tracy and John.
We have five volunteers signed up for May 11-13 it would be so grateful for five
more. This is our last Sandwich Brigade until our big, bagged lunch Brigade in
October. If you can volunteer, please call, or email Chris Dreton at 203-405-1052
or
holly422@gmail.com

____________________

MAY IS DIAPER DRIVE MONTH

Every May, our church family collects and donates diapers to GWIM
(Greater Waterbury Interfaith Ministries). Diapers are always needed and much
appreciated. Diapers sizes 3,4,5 are always in demand as well. A table for diaper
donation collection will be set up in the Gathering Room through the month of
May. If you’d rather send a monetary donation to the church office, please mark it
for Outreach “Diapers”. Many, many thanks for your generous support as always.

____________________

HomeFront 2021 is fast approaching, and we hope you are
looking forward to joining us this June as we help a senior veteran
in Sandy Hook.
Health and safety are paramount concerns for us. Please note our
plans:
Exclusive focus on exterior work
Ample dust masks and work gloves provided to volunteers & recipient.
Antibacterial dispensers at job site
Social distancing promoted for all participating volunteers.
Individually wrapped lunch and breakfast items
Port-a-john equipped with hand sanitizer.

HomeFront Day 2021 Details:
Date: Saturday, June 5 rain or shine
Time: 7:00 AM or as soon as you can arrive
Home Location: 5 Brookridge Dr., Sandy Hook 06482 – The house has a
green fence, but the house itself is not very visible from the road. Look for
the HomeFront sign. There will be signs from the Sacred Heart Church
intersection to the home.
Parking: Park along Fairview Dr. & Brookbridge Dr.
Please RSVP by Sun, May 23, 2021
Please indicate any applicable skills
Please provide both the number of adults and young adults attending.
Projects Include:
Removal of fencing and replacing with coral railing, exterior house painting
including windows, deck repair, steps and railing repair, yard and debris cleanup, and pruning.
As always, there will be food/snacks and beverages supplied throughout the
day. Everything will be individually wrapped. Lunch will generously and
cautiously be provided once again by the wonderful Knights of Columbus. We
are very grateful for their support.
Project supplies, work gloves, masks and protective eyewear will be available.
Also, plenty of hand sanitizer. If you bring any tools, please make sure to label
with your name.
Dress in layered work clothes and protective footwear. A HomeFront T-shirt will
be provided for you to wear.
For volunteers 14 - 17, there is a “Young Adult Waiver of Liability” form that

needs to be filled out by a parent/guardian. The form is attached to this email
and can be brought the day of the project or you can sign and fill it out on that
day. We can provide young adults that volunteer with a letter noting their
community service. Volunteerism looks great on college applications!
We will not be having a planning meeting this year. For any questions, please
contact me. We’re looking forward to seeing and working with you!
Joseph Battaglia
Volunteer Coordinator
homefrontsofia@gmail.com
Jodi Mitchell, Chris Dreton, Jeannie Mitchell, Char Moll, Lynn Plourde, Jean Dunn, JoAnn Bolin,
and Cathy Somers

CHURCH LIBRARY
We’re finalizing our first list of books/DVDs on our library wish
list. If anyone has a special book (Spiritual, Self Help, Fiction)
please let us know so we can add it to the list. Just email or call
Chris Dreton at holly422@gmail.com or 203-405-1052. In the
meantime, stop by anytime to see how things are coming along, have a cup of
coffee and just relax.

FLOWER COMMITTEE
Now that we are meeting in-person in the sanctuary, flowers play such an
important role in beautifying our service. Please call Nancy in the
office (203) 264-5890 if you want to provide flowers for an
upcoming service. She can let you know what dates are available
and you can let her know what you’d like in the bulletin.

FAITH FORMATION
We are preparing our plot at the Community Garden at Settler’s Park for another

productive year! All produce is donated to the Southbury Food Bank. We could
really use:
1.

Help with preparing and planting the garden as well as ongoing
maintenance and harvesting (If you would like to lend a hand for a day, a
week, or multiple weeks, please contact Krista or Amy); and

2.

Donations to defray the cost of soil amendments and plants.
Donations may be submitted in the church office (marked “Community
Garden”), or online at Online Giving – South Britain Congregational Church
(southbritainchurch.org) by selecting “Community Garden”. Many thanks for
all the support we have received for this important project!

Cathy Schade, Krista Judson, and Roger Tashjian on a beautiful
garden planting day last year! Sign courtesy of the talents of Todd Thompson.
____________________

MEDITATION GARDEN
Have you ever visited SBCC’s Meditation Garden on the small hill behind the
church parking lot? Our very own Sara Stiles designed and constructed the
garden earning her Girl Scout Gold Award. On April 17th at 9am Cub Scouts from
Pack 162 came with rakes, tools, and other supplies for their community service
project. The group consisted of 5 families, 6 adults and 11 scouts. They raked,
picked up garbage, and put down new stone. The large bench received all new
wood slats, and the book exchange box was relocated. The garden overlooks the
memorial wall and is a beautiful place to relax and be with your thoughts or visit
with someone. Joe Simpson observed someone recently with their easel and
supplies. Hope you might find the time to visit this quiet rest fall place.

____________________

The Bent of the River 4/17/21.
Photos by Aila Carr
____________________
Dear Jesus,
Who has made all things beautiful:
give us a love of Thy countryside, its lanes.
and meadows, its woods and streams, and
clean open spaces; and let us keep it fresh and
unspoiled for those who shall come after me.
Let us celebrate Earth Day every day.

Amen

Poems and Prayers for Children
Blessings to all,
Ms. Krista

Property
• Parking lot repair being budgeted and repaired. As
you can see from the picture our parking lot is in
need of some work, so we have met with a paving
company to repair (replace) the catch basins as well
as repave the parking lot.
• Look for the carpets to be cleaned this Friday 4/30
• How do you like our new Bollard Covers in front of
the Parish House?

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
The church office is open from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm, Monday
through Friday.
The Personnel Committee will be conducting annual conversations with the
church staff over the coming weeks to ensure that their needs as well as the
needs of the church are being met. This is one of the important roles that the
Personnel Committee plays in the life of the church.
____________________

One Church Steering Committee
If you have not connected with our Member Portal powered by One Church, let us
know by phone call, email, or text. You can contact me directly. We encourage
everyone to go into their profile and update their basic information. Also, let's all
strive to at least update our birthday with the day and month. Also schedule a
time with the church office to take your picture so we can update the church
directory.
Carl Dunn
203-464-4457
carletondunn@gmail.com

INSPIRATION FROM OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Earth Prayers – Healing the Whole
M. J. Slim Hooey
I have come to terms with the future.
From this day onward I will walk
easy on the earth. Plant trees. Kill
no living things. Live in harmony
with all creatures. I will restore the earth.
where I am. Use no more of its resources
then I need. And listen. Listen to what
it is telling me.

____________________

Celebrating Spring
Spring, hang in there!
Weather can be fickle in Spring.
Like a girl choosing her last prom dress
Loose and happy one minute, then,
The dress tossed to the floor in a heap, in
Cold madness, confusion, irritable winds of uncertainty
And where did the sunny disposition go?
Should we build a fire? Or sit,
Sit and read a good book while waiting for the sun?
The wind, sometimes a light breeze clearing out the bad mojo.
Other times just as true, the wind drives the rain to wash away the grit,
And the dirty laundry of winter.
Spring, like that discarded prom dress, still speaks of hope, and
Faith worms its way into everything, even that discarded dress.
And the rain is expectation enough,
The tulip and the tiniest of Spring flower pushes aspiration.
New bird songs, loud yellow forsythia yellower with each day,
Peepers giving constant speeches,
Insects and bats beginning their dance.
And the strangest of all things maraud and pester.
Trees and bushes burst with the green of green,
to match the fields of similar richness.

All frenetic, busier, and connected in a symphony conducted by God.
And we know Spring keeps shouting louder for the next guest.
C N Dunn

____________________
Serve God Willingly

5 Therefore, I urge elders among you, as your fellow elder and a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, and one who is also a [a]fellow partaker of the glory that is to
be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight, not
under compulsion but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not [b]with
greed but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as domineering over [c]those assigned to your
care, but by [d]proving to be [e]examples to the flock.

1 Peter 5:1-3
____________________

-JF Simpson

Happiness as determined by you
Top
Today was the absolute worst day ever
And don't try to convince me that
There's something good in every day
Because, when you take a closer look,
This world is a pretty evil place.
Even if
Some goodness does shine through once in a while
Satisfaction and happiness don't last.
And it's not true that
It's all in the mind and heart
Because
True happiness can be obtained
Only if one's surroundings are good
It's not true that good exists
I'm sure you can agree that
The reality
Creates
My attitude
It's all beyond my control
And you'll never in a million years hear me say that
Today was a good day

Bottom
Today was a good day
And you'll never in a million years hear me say that
It's all beyond my control
My attitude
Creates
The reality
I'm sure you can agree that
It's not true that good exists
Only if one's surroundings are good
True happiness can be obtained
Because
It's all in the mind and heart
And it's not true that
Satisfaction and happiness don't last.
Some goodness does shine through once in a while
Even if
This world is a pretty evil place.
Because, when you take a closer look,
There's something good in every day
And don't try to convince me that
Today was the absolute worst day ever

(now read from the bottom to the top)
-Anon via Francesca

Newsy Nuggets

Out for a
walk

Luke’s
the big
20

Wonderful family
vacation in ocean
city!

____________________
WHAT TO DO WITH USED CLOTHING
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7i0QMnz4ExY
It has been years and years since I have put clothing or shoes in the collection
bins. After reading a National Geographic article about where clothes that need to
be repaired, or have missing buttons, zippers that don't work etc., these clothes are
sold by the pound and eventually end up in third world countries. People fix the
clothing, or take them apart to make new clothes and, if those items are beyond
repair, the clothing is chewed up to make insulation among other items.

This also goes for worn out shoes, boots etc.
I haven't put a piece of clothing in the collection bins for a long, long time. We used
to have special boxes call Planet Earth around town, but they were removed due to
the pandemic; however, I found out that other organizations who do resale also
send unwanted clothes to organizations that then send them to other countries.
Pretty neat, huh?
It may be a small thing, but it does add up for good.
-submitted by KathySue

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Eva H.
● Dean T.
Rutledge Family
● Nancy M.
Jerry Crane
● Dave
Robert
● David
Nancy G.
● Bob’s Family
Darlene
● Caroline
Jean D.
● Joseph
Jim D.
● Continued prayers for Eileen
Rev. Peter Meister
● Keith
Lillian G.
● Chad
George S.
● Bert
All those going in for medical procedures.
All those serving this country in the armed forces and all veterans.

● All those suffering with the effects of Covid-19, directly, indirectly, family,
friends, all frontline workers, medical personnel, firefighters, & police.

● Prayers for mistreatment of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders and all
victims of violence.

● Prayers for those who have lost loved ones.
Please help keep us informed of any changes to the prayer list. We are
trying extremely hard to include everyone in need of our thoughts, and
prayers, yet sometimes an omission occurs. We are sorry if this happens
and will modify, resend, or include in the next publication. Please keep us
updated as our intent is genuine. After one month on the list, we will
remove names, but are happy to keep any on the list longer, just please let
our church office know.

Bulletin Board
If you would like to submit an article, birthday, anniversary, prayer request for the
Parishioners Post please send us an email along with pictures to sbcc.pr693@gmail.com
NOTE:
If you know someone that is missing out on the Parishioners Post because they do not
have access to email, please drop a note to Nancy so we might include them in our
mailing. sbcc_secretary@yahoo.com
● APRIL/MAY BIRTHDAYS, and ANNIVERSARIES:

Please wish them a very “HAPPY BIRTHDAY” (we are using a new database for Birthdays,
Anniversaries). If there are errors or omissions, please contact. sbcc.pr693@gmail.com
APRIL:
Deb Morehouse
Emily Hein
Fay DeForest
Christopher Lewis
Allison Mitchell
Ralph Kubista
Audrey Sharpe
Dean Moll
Eileen Major
Christopher Potz
Christine Dreton
Dennis Jedlinsky

1
12
13
14
16
17
18
19
20
20
22
22

Andrew Beard
Sal Graziano
Luke Naylor
Emmett Mitchell
Marti Swift
Ann Lowell
Cathy Schade

24
24
24
26
29
30
30

11

Jacob Hartman
MacKenzie
Hartman
Zachary Hartman
Greg Kuehn
Cheri Fickett
Ricardo Cruz
Ed Naylor
Todd Thompson
Micah Locke
Seth Warner
Mark Mitchell

15

MAY:
Sue Sullivan
Geoff Beard
Bud Bennett
Pam Hein
Harriett Harrison
Dennis Mitchell
Jeanne Crane-Shepherd
Kaitlin Sullivan
Rebecca Beard
Ann Ferraro
Marge Mitchell
Kathleen Blersch

3
3
3
4
5
7
10
11
14
14
15

17
17
17
18
19
19
24
25
29
31

ANNIVERSARIES: Don & Sue Torrey will be celebrating 31 years on May 19th

