
November 4, 2020 

 

Dear Parents of Grace Lutheran School, 

We are so pleased with the commitment from our entire school community to keep everyone at Grace safe.  We also 

recognize after nine months of dealing with this pandemic, families may want to travel to be with family for Christmas.  

Over the last two weeks there has been a lot of discussion among the Administration, Teachers, and Elementary 

Education Committee (school board) at Grace regarding the desire to allow teachers and families of our school the 

option of travelling to see loved ones at Christmas while also making sure we are all safe upon our return in January. 

Last week the EEC held two special meetings to consider options and make a decision.  In our deliberations around this 

topic we kept three objectives in mind. 

- Provide time for our faculty, staff, and families to enjoy time away with loved ones during Christmas break. 

- Create a framework that keeps everyone safe upon return to the building for in-person learning. 

- Recognize the challenge faced by families who do not have someone at home to supervise their children during 

remote learning, or who struggle to support their children in remote learning while needing to do their own job 

from home. 

The EEC has approved the following plan: 

- Friday, December 18 will be the final day of school before Christmas.  This allows for more time before 

Christmas to travel to see loved ones. 

- We will return from Christmas break as scheduled on January 6, but we will begin with 5 remote learning 

days.  We will return to in-person learning on Wednesday, January 13.  Wednesdays are typically remote days, 

but on January 13 we will return to the building. 

- Remote learning within Grace School will be an option for these 5 remote learning days.  If you will need your 

child to do this, you must reserve your spot by Friday, December 4. 

What does this mean for Christmas break?  If you choose overnight travel there are two options. 

- To avoid the need for a COVID-19 test, you must return home no later than December 29.  This allows for a 14 

day quarantine period prior to in-person learning beginning on January 13.   

- If you wish to extend your out of town stay beyond December 29 you will need to get a COVID test.  Here are 

some details if you choose this option. 

o You must wait 4-5 days from your return home before you take the test. 

o You should also allow 3 days to receive the result. 

o You must have a negative result before returning to the school building.   

o Some clinics are walk-up, but these tend to take longer to get results.  If you prefer to schedule an 

appointment with your primary care physician to receive a test, we recommend you make your 

appointment soon. 

o If you need your child to do remote learning within our building at Grace from January 6-12, you will 

either need to refrain from traveling or provide a negative COVID test to return. 

- This will apply to all travel over Christmas break, even if your destination is not currently on the Cook County 

Travel Restriction list. 

We believe this plan offers the best option for travel and safety upon our return to take place. 

In gratitude for your continued commitment to everyone at Grace Lutheran School, 

 

The Elementary Education Committee 


