ST. JOHN’S "DOUBLE BLESSING" CALENDAR FOR
THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS!
25th:

26th:

27th:

28th:

Box of cereal Stuffing mix Boxed macaroni Canned
& jar of
& boxed & cheese & can tomatoes &
peanut butter potatoes of mixed fruit canned tuna

31st:

1st:

2nd:

3rd:

29th:

30th:

Dessert mix Canned sweet
& jar of
potato &
applesauce
cranberry
sauce

4th:

5th:

Canned beans Boxed rice & Packaged pasta Chicken Canned corn Canned Carrots
& a box of package of & spaghetti noodle soup & & mixed
& canned
crackers
oatmeal
sauce
tomato soup vegetables green beans
*All items collected will be donated to local pantries during the Season of Epiphany.

Be a "Double Blessing": serve God and our
neighbors in need. Collect the TWO (2) items
listed every day of the Christmas Season.

OUR TARGET: SUNDAY JANUARY 10th
Then, during Epiphany, "reveal" what you have
collected and drop off your "Christmas blessings"
at St. John's. *for safety, carside drop offs can be scheduled
All items collected will be delivered between the first
and second Sunday after Epiphany. *January 11th to the 15th

Practicing Christmas at Home: A Daily Guide to 12 Days of Christmas Joy!
Christmas is more than one day. It is a season of 12 Days to experience JOY! This guide offers a
daily resource to support our “Double Blessing Event”. (See the attached calendar for details.)

Now, just for laughs and ideas, let’s consider the song … “The Twelve Days of Christmas”

In 1979, a Canadian hymnologist, Hugh D. McKellar, published an article, "How to Decode the Twelve
Days of Christmas" in which he suggested that "The Twelve Days of Christmas" lyrics were intended as a
catechism song to help young Catholics learn their faith, at a time when practicing Catholicism was
criminalized in England (1558 until 1829). McKellar offered no evidence for his claim. Years later, in 1982, Fr.
Hal Stockert wrote an article (subsequently posted online in 1995) in which he suggested a similar possible use
of the twelve gifts as part of a catechism.
Snopes.com, a website reviewing urban legends, Internet rumors and other stories of unknown or
questionable origin, also concluded that the hypothesis of the twelve gifts of Christmas being a surreptitious
Catholic catechism is incorrect. None of the enumerated items in the verses would distinguish Catholics from
Protestants, and so would hardly need to be secretly encoded.
HOWEVER, the Christian symbolism and scriptural connections suggested by hundreds of years of
creative are intriguing and even inspiring. Each day of this Daily Guide to Joy will ask YOU to suggest
Christian and Biblical connections. You can see a list of popular connections in the back of this guide.
(*Portions drawn with permission from: A Resource offering from Baptized for Life)

Your Daily Guide to JOY
It all begins on …Christmas Eve! This liturgy of Christmas Day actually starts at sundown the night before. The
Christmas Eve Eucharist is actually the first worship service of Christmas. The emphasis is usually on the story of the
birth of Christ. The church is greened in preparation.
Play with the Song: “On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me, a partridge in a pear tree” Each day think

of possible Christian connections to the lyric? (*See the back of the booklet)
THE 1st DAY OF CHRISTMAS: Friday, December 25, 2020
Good and Joyful News from 2020: Italy’s Oldest Graduate! Giuseppe Paternò has become Italy’s oldest graduate at

the age of 96 after being awarded first-class honors in philosophy from the University of Palermo in Sicily. “It’s one of
the happiest days of my entire life,” said Paternò on graduating. Prevented from going to university when younger by
poverty and war, he finally enrolled in 2017. “Neighbors used to ask, ‘why all this trouble at your age?’ They couldn’t
understand the importance of fulfilling a dream,regardless of my age,” says Paternò. [Source: The Guardian]
Play with the Song: * Think of possible Christian connections to the lyric? (*See the back of the booklet)
Scripture and Prayer for the Day: Isaiah 52:7-10 • Psalm 98 • Hebrews 1:1-4, 5-12 • John 1:1-14 Almighty God,

you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that
we, who have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy
Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
Feast Day-The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day. Christmas Day is the day of the “Christ Mass.” It is a

festival day, a day of rejoicing that God has been made human in the person of a tiny baby, born of the virgin Mary. Gift
giving on Christmas day is a tradition that can remind us, and help us to put into action, the great gift that God gave the
world that day in Bethlehem.
THE 2nd DAY OF CHRISTMAS: Feast Day of St. Stephen-Saturday, December 26, 2020
Good and Joyful News from 2020 : SpaceX’s SAFE and Historic Launch! After a dramatic postponement, the

highly anticipated SpaceX Crew Dragon launch finally happened on May 30. nThis is the first time a commercial
spacecraft has sent astronauts to orbit, creating possibilities for the private sector in space exploration.
Play with the Song: * Think of possible Christian connections to the lyric? (*See the back of the booklet)
Scripture and Prayer for the Day: Psalm 31 • Matthew 23:34-39 We give you thanks, O Lord of glory, for the

example of the first martyr Stephen, who looked up to heaven and prayed for his persecutors to your Son Jesus Christ,
who stands at your right hand; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.
Feast Day- The Feast of St. Stephen. You can read about St. Stephen in Acts, chapters 6 and 7. He is considered to

be a proto-deacon of the church, with others, because he was set apart to minister to the needs of the widows on behalf of
the apostles. He was martyred by stoning, and Saul (later Paul) stood by and held his murderer’s cloaks. Stephen
preached the Gospel as he was being stoned and saw a vision of Jesus standing at God’s right hand.

THE 3rd DAY OF CHRISTMAS: First Sunday after Christmas Day, December 27, 2020
Good and Joyful News from 2020: Notre-Dame’s Bees Buzzing Onward! Most assumed that the bees living on
the roof had been lost when fire consumed much of Paris’s Notre Dame cathedral. Happily, the bees and their habitat
survived. Against all odds, the bees survived the inferno and continued to thrive through the coronavirus lock-down.
“There’s nothing wrong with them at all,” reports beekeeper Sibyle Moulin, who looks after some 30-45,000 insects in
the three hives. “The behavior of the colonies is perfectly normal.” The beehives are just 30 metres below Notre-Dame’s
main roof but were untouched by the flames. “The mystery remains,” says Moulin. “All that smoke, heat, water…” She
kept visiting the bees through the coronavirus crisis. As humans stressed over COVID-19, Moulin reported that the bees
were “completely unbothered”. [Source: The Guardian]
Play with the Song: * Think of possible Christian connections to the lyric? (*See the back of the booklet)
Scripture and Prayer for the Day: Psalm 147 • Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 • John 1:1-18 Shed upon your Church, O

Lord, the brightness of your light, that we, being illumined by the teaching of your apostle and evangelist John, may so
walk in the light of your truth, that at length we may attain to the fullness of eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
Feast Day: The First Sunday After Christmas. The first Sunday after Christmas is focused more on the theology of

the Incarnation and the dual nature of Christ. John 1 is read. This reading helps us to see that the Incarnation and dual
natures of Christ are not dry theology. They are the very light of God poured into our lives. The Word was made flesh
and it changed the world. There is no other God like our God, who came to live among us. There is no other story like
this Story, and it has radically transformed our world.
THE 4th DAY OF CHRISTMAS: The Feast of the Holy Innocents Monday, December 28, 2020
Good and Joyful News from 2020: 99-Year-Old Captain Tom Moore is a national hero in the UK! He raised
more than $37 million in support of the National Health Service by walking around his garden at the start of the
coronavirus pandemic. At the time, Moore was a 99-year-old World War II veteran. For his 100th birthday hundreds of
thousands of people sent cards, dozens of murals appeared around the country, and the Royal Air Force made a special
appearance over Moore's house in Marston, Moretaine, where he celebrated with family. He was also promoted to the
rank of honorary colonel by the Queen herself.
Play with the Song: * Think of possible Christian connections to the lyric? (*See the back of the booklet)
Scripture and Prayer for the Day: Psalm 124 • Matthew 2:13-18 Behold, the dwelling of God is with mankind; He

will dwell with them and they shall be his people. Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your
incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Feast Day-The Feast of the Holy Innocents: This is a more reflective, somber day. This day commemorates the

innocent children who were killed by Herod in Bethlehem, when he was trying to eliminate the baby that was said to be
the Messiah (Matthew 2). Along with these innocent babies, we remember all innocent people who have been subject to
violence or even death. We pray that God will frustrate the designs of tyrants and give us grace to bring healing to a
world marked by suffering.
THE 5th DAY OF CHRISTMAS: Thomas Becket (1170 C.E.) Tuesday, December 29, 2020
Good and Joyful News from 2020: Disabled army veteran conquers the Matterhorn! Neil Heritage lost both his
legs in an attack by a suicide bomber in Iraq in 2004. After recovering from his injuries, he completed triathlons, learned
to ski and even joined a team to row across the Atlantic Ocean. Now, 39, the former soldier from the United Kingdom
has notched up another achievement, becoming the first above-the-knee double amputee to scale the Matterhorn. The ex-

corporal, whose ascent raised 6,500 euros for his veterans’ charity, says he is “over the moon—it’s been a dream of mine
for a long time.” It was his third attempt in three years to reach the peak. Co-climber Mark Hooks said it was “just so
special, managing to achieve something we’ve worked so hard on over the years.” Hooks said his friend’s specially
designed prosthetic limb fell off near the summit and took more than 20 minutes to reattach. Heritage won’t be resting on
his laurels. His next challenge is to kayak the Amazon river.
Play with the Song: * Think of possible Christian connections to the lyric? (*See the back of the booklet)
Scripture and Prayer for the Day: Psalm 124 • Matthew 2:13-18 O God, our strength and our salvation, you called

your servant Thomas Becket to be a shepherd of your people and a defender of your Church: Keep your household from
all evil and raise up among us faithful pastors and leaders who are wise in the ways of the Gospel; through JesusChrist
the shepherd of our souls, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Feast Day- Thomas Becket (1170) Archbishop of Canterbury from 1162 until his murder in 1170. He is venerated as

a saint and martyr by both the Catholic Church and the Anglican Communion. He engaged in conflict with Henry II,
King of England, over the rights and privileges of the Church and was murdered by followers of the king in Canterbury
Cathedral.
Here is our prayer for this feast: Almighty God, you granted your martyr, Thomas Becket, the grace to give his life
willingly for the freedom of your Church. By his prayers, make us willing to renounce our life in this world for Christ so
that we may find it in heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
THE 6th DAY OF CHRISTMAS : Francis Joseph Gaudet (1861-1934) Wednesday, December 30, 2020
Good and Joyful News from 2020: Kids learn Braille the fun way! Lego has unveiled a project to help blind and
visually impaired children learn Braille in a “playful and engaging way” amid concerns that fewer children are learning
the system because of audiobooks and computer programs. Its new “Braille Bricks” will be molded with the same studs
used for letters and numbers in the Braille alphabet. They will also feature printed characters to allow sighted teachers
and family to read them.
Play with the Song: * Think of possible Christian connections to the lyric? (*See the back of the booklet)
Scripture and Prayer for the Day: Psalm 20 • John 7:53 – 8:7 Almighty and most merciful God, we remember

before you all poor and neglected persons whom it would be easy for us to forget: the homeless and the destitute, the old
and the sick, and all who have none to care for them. Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn
their sorrow into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Feast Day- Francis Joseph Gaudet (1861 – 1934) Gaudet was born to a mother of Native American descent and an

enslaved father. Frances was raised by her grandparents. Although supporting herself and her children as a seamstress,
the young mother dedicated her life to social work and prison reform. She worked with the Prison Reform Association,
becoming a major activist in prison and education reform at the turn of the century. In 1894, Joseph-Gaudet started
holding prayer meetings for black prisoners. She helped in any way she could, writing and delivering letters, and found
them clothing. She later extended this ministry to white prisoners as well. Her dedication to the imprisoned and to penal
reform won Joseph-Gaudet the respect of prison officials, city authorities, the Governor of Louisiana, and the Prison
Reform Association. In 1900 she became a delegate to the Women’s Christian Temperance Union international
convention in Edinburgh, Scotland. Upon returning, Joseph-Gaudet began attending sessions of the new juvenile court in
New Orleans and taking responsibility for young offenders, especially young blacks arrested for a misdemeanor or
vagrancy. Her home proving too small for her efforts to assist homeless children, Joseph-Gaudet raised $5000 and
purchased a farm on Gentilly Road and in 1902 founded the Colored Normal and Industrial School, which eventually

encompassed 105 acres and numerous buildings. The facility served as an orphanage, as well as a boarding school for
children with working mothers, with Gaudet as principal. In 1919 Gaudet donated the facility to the Episcopal Diocese of
Louisiana, which renamed it to honor her, as well as added Rev. Taylor of St. Luke's Church as chaplain. Joseph-Gaudet
continued to serve as the principal for an additional two years. In 1913, Joseph-Gaudet published her autobiography - He
Leadeth Me
THE 7th DAY OF CHRISTMAS: New Year's Eve (Eve of the Holy Name) Thursday, December 31, 2020
Good and Joyful News from 2020: Reducing the Waste of Surplus Food! Every day huge amounts of food are
thrown away as supermarkets offload produce that has passed its best-before date; restaurants, cafés and bakeries dispose
of uneaten meals and foods for similar reasons. Now an app called Too Good to Go is reducing this waste.Devised in
Copenhagen, the app offers users in 14 European countries access to unsold, safe-to-eat produce from participating
suppliers. The food is heavily discounted at about a third of the regular price. Launched in 2016, Too Good To Go has
now been downloaded by 22 million people in Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Germany, France, the Netherlands, Belgium,
Spain, Austria, Italy, Poland, Portugal and the U.K. Users can see which outlets in their neighborhood have surplus food
available that day, which they can then pick up at closing time. The app helps households on restricted budgets,
providing an estimated 100,000 meals a day, and also plays a part in mitigating climate change. “Food waste contributes
to eight per cent of global greenhouse gas emissions,” says Mette Lykke, Too Good To Go’s CEO. “Together we can
fight food waste and ensure quality surplus produce doesn’t end up in the bin. Our mission is a world where food
produced is food consumed.” [Source: CNET, The Grocer]
Play with the Song: * Think of possible Christian connections to the lyric? (*See the back of the booklet)
Scripture and Prayer for the Day: Isaiah 65:15b-25 • Revelation 21:1-6 • John 8:12-19 O God our Creator, you

have divided our life into days and seasons, and called us to acknowledge your providence year after year: Accept your
people who come to offer their praises, and, in your mercy, receive their prayers; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Collect for December 31: Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that

this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
THE 8th DAY OF CHRISTMAS: The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ, New Year's Day Friday,
January, 1, 2021

Good and Joyful News from 2020: The Golden Labrador Who Keeps on Giving! Stumpy is a handsome
Labrador who was destined for a career as a guide dog. Sadly, problems with a deformed leg meant it wasn’t to be. But
then Stumpy found a new way to help others: by giving blood. The nine-year-old Labrador has saved more than 100
canine lives since the age of one by donating blood for emergency transfusions. Stumpy has been crowned the United
Kingdom’s most prolific blood-donor dog. He has a negative blood type which is especially valuable because it allows
his blood to be given to any dog. Stumpy’s owner, vet Elly Pittaway, says: “Stumpy obviously has no idea what he’s
doing it for, but if he did, I’m sure he’d be very proud of himself.” [Source: Daily Mail, BBC News]
Play with the Song: * Think of possible Christian connections to the lyric? (*See the back of the booklet)
Scripture and Prayer for the Day: Psalm 8 • Luke 2:15-21 Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy

name of Jesus to be the sign of our salvation: Plant in every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior of the
world, our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
Feast Day- The Holy Name (New Year’s Day) January 1st is actually not the first day of the Church Year. In our

calendar, this is the day that Jesus was circumcised on the eighth day according to the custom of the Jews (Luke 2). This
is when the child was given a name. The name “Jesus” is the Greek form of the Hebrew “Joshua” which means “the

Lord will save.” The angel that appeared to both Mary and Joseph told them to “call his name Jesus” for he will “save his
people from their sins.” The name of God is an important and holy aspect of the Hebrew faith. God’s name was revealed
to Moses as the “I AM” and “Yahweh”. To this day, Jews do not pronounce or write the name of God, to set it apart.
Because of the power of God to save in Jesus Christ, we celebrate his name on this day. Meanwhile, we are enjoying the
public holiday of New Year’s Day as well.
THE 9th DAY OF CHRISTMAS: Saturday, January 2, 2021
Good and Joyful News: Whales Find New Home After a Life in Captivity! Two12-year-old beluga whales that
spent years in captivity entertaining humans at an aquarium in Shanghai, China, have found freedom at an open water
sanctuary in Iceland. The four-meter-long whales, which each weigh about 900kg, were flown 6,000 miles for over 30
hours in a 747 aircraft fitted with purpose-built containers from Changfeng Ocean World to a sanctuary in a bay on
Iceland’s Heimaey Island. The whales, both females and previously known as Little Grey and Little White, will enjoy
open water for the first time since they left a Russian whale research center in 2011. Andy Bool, head of the charity Sea
Life Trust, said: “We’re delighted that they are safely in their sea sanctuary care pools.” Conservationists hope the
sanctuary will be a model for rehoming 3,000 whales and dolphins currently housed in traditional captive facilities or
performing in shows. [Source: The Independent]
Play with the Song: * Think of possible Christian connections to the lyric? (*See the back of the booklet)
Scripture and Prayer for the Day: Genesis 12:1-7 • John 6:35-42, 48-51 O God, you have made of one blood all the

peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant
that people everywhere may seek after you and find you, bring the nations into your fold, pour out your Spirit upon all
flesh, and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Collect for January 2: Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this

light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives: through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you,in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
THE 10th DAY OF CHRISTMAS: The Second Sunday after Christmas Sunday, January 3, 2021
Good and Joyful News from 2020: Mutant Enzyme Heralds Breakthrough in Recycling! Scientists have created
an enzyme that can break down used plastic bottles for recycling in a matter of hours. Engineered from bacteria found in
leaf compost, the enzyme reduces PET bottles (made from polyethylene terephthalate, a form of polyester) to their
chemical building blocks, which are then used to make high-quality new bottles. Existing recycling technologies usually
produce plastic suitable only for clothing and carpets. Carbios, the French startup behind the breakthrough, aims to be
recycling at an industrial scale within five years. “This represents a significant step forward for true circular recycling of
PET,” says Professor John McGeehan, director of the UK-based Centre for Enzyme Innovation. [Source: The Guardian]
Play with the Song: * Think of possible Christian connections to the lyric? (*See the back of the booklet)
Scripture and Prayer for the Day: Psalm 84 • Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19 • Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 Almighty and most

merciful God, grant that by the indwelling of your Holy Spirit we may be enlightened and strengthened for your service;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Collect for January 3: O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human

nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
THE 11th DAY OF CHRISTMAS: Monday, January 4, 2021

Good and Joyful News from 2020: The Musician Inspiring a New Generation! Twenty-one-year-old British
cellist Sheku Kanneh-Mason first won attention aged 17 as the first black musician to win the prestigious BBC Young
Musician of the Year competition. But it was his performance at the wedding of the Duke and Duchess of Sussex in
2018, watched by a global audience, that made him famous. Now, thanks to the so-called “Sheku effect”, a new
generation of young cellists is emerging, with Britain’s National Schools Symphony Orchestra reporting a 68 per cent
increase in applications from young cellists. Kanneh-Mason is using his celebrity to lobby for more music education in
British schools. “It needs to be taught more, and better,” he says. He regularly visits schools to perform with young
musicians. “I work with many children who wouldn’t have had access,” he says. There’s so much talent among young
people that needs to be combined with opportunity.” Audiences in Britain and Germany will get a chance to hear him in
concert this summer before he departs for a major tour of Australia followed by performances in Los Angeles, and at
Carnegie Hall in New York in October. [Source:I Newspaper/BBC News/The Guardian/The Big Issue]
Play with the Song: * Think of possible Christian connections to the lyric? (*See the back of the booklet)
Scripture and Prayer for the Day: Exodus 3:1-12 • John 14:6-14 O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more

wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself
to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen.
THE 12th DAY OF CHRISTMAS: Eve of Epiphany Tuesday, January 5, 2021
Good and Joyful News from 2020: Beavers return to Britain and could help prevent floods! Hunted to extinction
in Britain 400 years ago, the water-loving beaver is being reintroduced in “trial” enclosures across England. A British
government study suggests the herbivorous rodent’s habit of building dams in rivers could help prevent flooding by
drastically slowing the flow of water as well as purifying water polluted by agricultural fertilizer. The beavers are being
sourced from the wild population in Scotland, where they were reestablished as a native species four years ago. Ecologist
Derek Gow hails beavers as “ecosystem engineers” He says, “They turn landscapes that are largely dead into
environments that wildlife can recolonize.” [Source: The Guardian]
Play with the Song: * Think of possible Christian connections to the lyric? (*See the back of the booklet)
Scripture and Prayer for the Day: Isaiah 66:18-23 • Romans 15:7-13 • John 15:1-16 Ever-living God, whose will it

is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ: Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of
his forgiveness and the hope of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
The Epiphany: Wednesday, January 6, 2021
Good and Joyful News from 2020: Orchestra brings Beethoven to the deaf! A Hungarian orchestra is helping deaf
people to “hear” and enjoy the music of Beethoven through touch. Budapest’s Danubia Orchestra Óbuda holds concerts for
hearing-impaired people who quite literally feel the Fifth Symphony by Beethoven, who himself battled with hearing loss and
wrote some of his greatest music while going deaf. Some of the audience sit next to the musicians and place their hands on the
instruments to feel the vibration. Others hold balloons that convey the vibration of the sounds. Some are given special hypersensitive hearing aids. “When I sat next to the musician who played the double bass, I started crying,” says Zsuzsanna Foldi, who
has been deaf all her life. Máté Hámori, the orchestra’s conductor, says the aim is to bring music to people who otherwise have no
chance to enjoy it, and to call attention to hearing difficulties that are often ignored. [Source: Reuters]
Scripture and Prayer for the Day: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 • Matthew 2:1-12 O God, by the leading of a star you

manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we
may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Feast Day-The Feast of The Epiphany: The Epiphany follows the Twelve Days. It is the feast that commemorates

the coming of the Wise Men to Jesus, following the star. These magi were gentiles, non-Jews. No one knows for sure
why they were looking for a Jewish Messiah. But they were guided to him by the light of a star. The Epiphany completes
the cycle of Christ’s birth story, but It also points us out from that moment to the world. Just as the Magi, gentiles, came
to see Jesus and followed his light, so all people can be drawn to him. The light of Christ still shines today through us.
We are not called to put it under a basket and hide it, or try to keep it for ourselves. We are called to shine his light to all
the world. The Feast of the Epiphany both closes the Christmas season and opens the Season after the Epiphany. This is
called “ordinary” time. It’s not “ordinary” in the sense of “unimportant.” Instead, it shows us that our ordinary lives are
indeed filled with the light and love of God, and are the place where God works.

Creative meanings of the words found in the song: “THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS”
(Remember, these interpretations are unproven as intentional from the author of the lyrics. For generations Christians have
publicized endless ideas about the lyrics. Here are just some of them…)

1. The Partridge in the Pear Tree is Jesus Christ on the Cross (the ‘tree’ being a reference to the wood of
the Cross). It might refer to the second tree (the Tree of Life) in the garden of Eden (the first being the
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil). Saying ‘pear’ might be an attempt to distinguish it from the
fabled apple of the tree with the serpent. The partridge is also known to sacrifice itself for its young,
unlike other species of bird known to let young birds fall or die while staying with their other offspring.
2. The 2 Turtle Doves might be The Old and New Testaments. Or, others say they represent the
prescribed animal sacrifice that Mary and Joseph offered at the Temple (two pigeons or doves)
3. The 3 French Hens are Faith, Hope, and Charity, the theological virtues. Other people have said they
represent the Trinity.
4. The 4 Calling Birds are the four gospels and/or the four gospel authors: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.
5. The 5 Golden Rings are the first five books of the Old Testament.
6. The 6 Geese A-laying are the six days of creation.
7. The 7 Swans A-swimming are the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit (wisdom, understanding, counsel,
fortitude, knowledge, piety, fear of the Lord) or the seven sacraments/sacramental rites.
8. The 8 Maids A-milking are the eight beatitudes.
9. The 9 Ladies Dancing are the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control)
10. The 10 Lords A-leaping are the ten commandments.
11. The 11 Pipers Piping are the eleven faithful apostles.
12. The 12 Drummers Drumming are the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle’s Creed.

