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“WELCOME TO THE MOTHER CHURCH”  

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise.  

Give thanks unto Him and bless His name” Psalm 100:4  

  

  

Grace and Peace to you from God on this Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost.  

  

On behalf of the Clergy, Wardens, Vestry and People of God, welcome to the historic African Episcopal Church 

of St. Thomas, founded in 1792 as the first Black Episcopal Church in the USA, and proudly a part of the 

world-wide Anglican Communion. The first rector of this historic parish, The Rev. Fr. Absalom Jones was also 

the first Black Episcopal priest in the nation.  

  

Our parish boldly proclaims the reconciling Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are an active, mission-minded and 

growing church family. Whoever you are and wherever you may find yourself on your spiritual journey of faith, 

you are always welcomed at St. Thomas Church, where we are joyfully and enthusiastically committed to Jesus’ 

message of love, hope, prayer and faith. Today, as you worship in this place, may you experience and feel the 

presence of the Lord, and may you leave feeling renewed, refreshed and revived. Again, welcome!  

  

  

Faithfully,  

The Very Rev. Canon Martini Shaw  

17th Rector and  

Dean of the Schuylkill Deanery  

  

  

  
  

  

  

Please use the QR Code or Text “AECST” to 73256 to contribute to the church ministries.  
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The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

September 6, 2026 
 

The Celebrant and Homilist: The Rev. Ula Ruddock 

Assisting: The Rev. Fr. Gerald Collins 

Verger: Eugene Golson 

Music Ministry: St. Thomas Summer Music Ministry 

Livestream/Sound Ministry: Yaseen Farooq, Ryan Chatman and Dominic Bowrin 

****************************************************************************************** 

Order of Service 
 

The Mediation                   Verger Eugene Golson  

  

The Prelude                    St. Thomas Music Ministry  
 

The Opening Hymn- “Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling”      1982 Hymnal #657  
  

1) Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of Heav'n to Earth come down, 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

All thy faithful mercies crown; 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

Pure, unbounded love thou art; 

Visit us with thy salvation, 

Enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 

2) Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 

Into ev'ry troubled breast; 

Let us all in thee inherit, 

Let us find thy promised rest; 

Take away our love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 
 

3) Come, Almighty to deliver; 

Let us all thy grace receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 

Never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

Serve thee as thy host above, 

Pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

Glory in thy perfect love. 
 

4) Finish, then, thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in thee; 

Changed from glory into glory  

Till in Heav'n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
 

A Word of Welcome                     The Celebrant  

  

The Opening Salutation             Book of Common Prayer (BCP) Pg. 355  

The Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

The People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  

  

The Collect for Purity                     BCP Pg. 355  

The Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

The Gloria in excelsis  

The Celebrant and the People  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God 

and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only 

Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 

are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 
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are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 

Father. Amen.  
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 

The Collect of the Day  

The Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  

The People: And also with you.  

The Celebrant: Let us pray:  

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in their own 

strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

The First Reading: Exodus 12:1-14              R. Seth Williams  

A Reading from the Book of Exodus.  

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the beginning of 

months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of 

this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a 

whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 

number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the 

sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled 

congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 

doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat 

it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but 

roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 

anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your 

sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the LORD. 

For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, 

both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. The blood 

shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague 

shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.  
 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout 

your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.  

The Reader: The Word of the Lord.  

The People: Thanks be to God.  

  

Psalm 149                    Dr. Naomi Johnson Booker  

Hallelujah!  

Sing to the Lord a new song; *  

sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful.  

  

Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; *  

let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.  

  

Let them praise his Name in the dance; *  

let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.  

  

For the Lord takes pleasure in his people *  

and adorns the poor with victory.  
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Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; *  

let them be joyful on their beds.  

  

Let the praises of God be in their throat *  

and a two-edged sword in their hand;  

  

To wreak vengeance on the nations *  

and punishment on the peoples;  

  

To bind their kings in chains *  

and their nobles with links of iron;  

  

To inflict on them the judgment decreed; *  

this is glory for all his faithful people.  

Hallelujah!  
 

The Second Reading: 13:8-14              Sherilynn Johnson-Kimble  

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome.  

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not 

covet;” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love 

does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.  
 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 

nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 

works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 

drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

The Reader: The Word of the Lord.  

The People: Thanks be to God.  
 

The Gradual Hymn– “We Have Come Into His House ”  Lift Every Voice and Sing LEVAS #245 (vv. 1-2)  
 

1) We have come in-to His house and  

gathered in His Name to worship Him,  

We have come in-to His house and  

Gathered in His Name to worship Him;  

We have come in-to His house and  

gathered in His Name to worship  

Christ, the Lord,  

Worship Him, Christ the Lord. 

2) So forget about yourself and concentrate on 

Him and worship Him,  

So forget about yourself and concentrate on  

Him and worship Him;  

So forget about yourself and concentrate on  

Him and worship Christ the Lord;  

Worship Him, Christ, the Lord. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20            The Rev. Fr. Gerald Collins  

The Priest: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  

The People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you 

are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or 

two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If 

the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, 

let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you 
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agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three 

are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  

The Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.  

The People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

  

The Homily Hymn – “We Have Come Into His House”          LEVAS # 245 (vv. 3)  
 

3) Let us lift up holy hands and magnify His name and worship Him,   

Let us lift up holy hands and magnify His name and worship Him;   

Let us lift up holy hands and magnify His name and worship Christ, the Lord. Christ the Lord. 
 

The Homily                    The Rev. Ula Ruddock  
 

The Call to Christian Discipleship  

  

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father.  

  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.  

  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

  

The Prayers of the People                  Michael McIntosh  

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;  

That we all may be one.  

  

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;  

That your Name may be glorified by all people.  

  

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  

  

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;  

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  

  

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  

That our works may find favor in your sight.  

  

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  

That they may be delivered from their distress.  

  

We pray for those who are incarcerated and their families, as well as those who may have been affected by their 

actions.  

We lift our prayers, O Lord.  

  

Give to the departed eternal rest.  

Let light perpetual shine upon them.  

  

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  

  

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  

  

The Concluding Collect                     The Celebrant  

Almighty and everlasting God, whose providence has sustained your people throughout every generation: 

Receive these prayers we offer with thankful hearts, and grant that, trusting in your mercy and guided by your 

Spirit, we may continue to serve you faithfully; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  

The Confession  

The Celebrant: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Let 

us kneel and confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

(Silence is kept)  

The Celebrant and the People  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
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Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

  

The Absolution  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  

  

The Peace 

  

The Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

The People: And also with you.  

  

The Holy Eucharist 

  

The Offertory Sentence and Offering                 The Celebrant  

  
  

  

  

  

 

The Musical Offertory Selection             St. Thomas Summer Music Ministry  

  

The Great Thanksgiving                     BCP Pg. 361  

The Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  

The People: And also with you.  

The Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.  

The People: We lift them to the Lord.  
 

The Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. The People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 

of heaven and earth.  

  

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  

  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

  

The Sanctus  

The Celebrant and the People  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

The Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 

Offer your gift now via text: Text “AECST” to 73256 
 

Or use the QR Code on page 1 
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Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 

the whole world.  
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 

all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

The Memorial Acclamation  

The Celebrant and the People  

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again.  

  

The Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  

  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 

drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 

serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 

eternal kingdom.  

  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Breaking of the Bread  

The Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

The People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

  

The Agnus Dei  

The Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  

The People: Have mercy upon us.  

The Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  

The People: Have mercy upon us.  

The Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  

The People: Grant us thy peace.  
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The Prayer of Humble Access  

Let us pray: We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the 

crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy; Grant us 

therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our 

sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and 

that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  
 

The Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

The Distribution of Communion 
All baptized persons who accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, are invited to receive  the Holy Sacrament. If you only wish to 

receive a blessing, please cross your arms on your chest. 
  

The Communion Selections             St. Thomas Summer Music Ministry  

  

The Post Communion Prayer                   BCP pg. 365  

The Celebrant and the People:  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us 

now into the world in peace and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 

singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Sending Forth of the Lay Eucharistic Visitors  

The Celebrant: In the healing name of Jesus and with the compassionate embrace of this parish family, I send 

you forth bearing these Holy Gifts to those to whom you go today, so that they may share with us in the 

Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.  

The People: We who are many are one body, and we all share one bread and one cup.  
 

The Announcements        Richard Jones, Rector’s Warden  
 

The Recognition of Visitors and Guests  

 

The Blessing of Birthdays, Anniversaries and Travel  
 

The Final Blessing           The Celebrant  

 

The Closing Hymn – “Blessed Be The Name”       LEVAS # 78 
 

1) Blessed be the Name! Blessed be the Name! 

Blessed be the Name of the Lord! 

Blessed be the Name! Blessed be the Name! 

Blessed be the Name of the Lord! 
 

2) Jesus is the Name! Jesus is the Name! 

Jesus is the Name of the Lord! 

Jesus is the Name! Jesus is the Name! 

Jesus is the Name of the Lord! 
 

3) Worthy to be grand! Worthy to be grand! 

Worthy to be grand is the Lord! 

Worthy to be grand Worthy to be grand! 

Worthy to be grand is the Lord! 
 

 

The Dismissal            Fr. Collins  

 

The Postlude           St. Thomas Music Ministry
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