
“WELCOME TO THE MOTHER CHURCH”

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. Give thanks unto Him and
bless His name”

Psalm 100:4

Grace and Peace to you from God on this The Third Sunday of Easter, The Bishop’s Visitation
 and Baptism, Confirmation, Reception and Reaffirmation

On behalf of the Clergy, Wardens, Vestry and People of God, welcome to the historic African
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas, founded in 1792 as the first black Episcopal Church in the
U.S.A. The first rector of this historic parish, The Rev. Fr. Absalom Jones was also the first black
Episcopal priest in the nation.

Our parish boldly proclaims the reconciling Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are an active, mission-
minded and growing church family. Whoever you are and wherever you may find yourself on your
spiritual journey of faith, you are always welcomed at St. Thomas’ Church, where we are joyfully
and enthusiastically committed to Jesus’ message of love, hope, prayer, acceptance and faith.
Today, as you worship in this place, may you experience and feel the presence of the Lord, and may
you leave feeling renewed, refreshed and revived..
                                                                       

Faithfully,

Martini Shaw +

(The Very Rev. Canon) Martini Shaw,
17th Rector and
Dean of the Schuylkill Deanery
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The Third Sunday of Easter
The Bishop’s Visitation

Baptism, Confirmation, Reception and Reaffirmation

May 1, 2022
10:00 am

Celebrant & Preacher: The Rt. Rev. Daniel G.P. Gutierrez
Assisting: The Very Rev. Canon Martini Shaw, The Rev. Fr. Gerald Collins, 

The Rev. Canon Kirk Berlenbach & Archdeacon Phil Geliebter 
            Music Ministry: St. Thomas Chancel Choir, St. Thomas Gospel Choir 

& St. Thomas Jazz Ensemble
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORDER OF SERVICE
The Prelude                                                                                                                   St. Thomas Jazz Ensemble

 The Opening Hymn -“Alleluia!! Sing to Jesus”                                                     1982 Hymnal #460
1) Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 2) Alleluia! Bread of heaven,
his the scepter, his the throne; here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! his the triumph, Alleluia! here the sinful
his the victory alone. flee to you from day to day
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Intercessor, friend of sinners,
thunder like a mighty flood: earth's Redeemer, hear our plea
"Jesus, out of ev'ry nation where the songs of all the sinless
has redeemed us by his blood." sweep across the crystal sea.

3) Alleluia! Not as orphans
are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! he is near us;
faith believes, nor questions how.
Though the cloud from sight received him
when the forty days were o'er,
shall our hearts forget his promise:
"I am with you evermore"?

     
A Word of Welcome                                                                                                                             The Rector
                                                         
The Opening Salutation                                                                                                                            BCP 299
The Bishop: “Alleluia, Christ is Risen!”

People: “He is risen indeed! Alleluia”

The Bishop: There is one Body and one Spirit;
People: There is one hope in God’s call to us.

The Bishop: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People: One God and Father of all.
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our
faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)                                                                                                      Clarence Rice
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him
for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light
from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?" He asked, "Who are you, Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But
get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do." [The men who were traveling with him stood
speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were
open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. For three days he was
without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias." He
answered, "Here I am, Lord." The Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house
of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man
named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight." But Ananias answered,
"Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here
he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name." But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he
is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of
Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name." So Ananias went and entered
the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way
here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." And immediately
something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after
taking some food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the
synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God."]
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Psalm                                         Quincina Edmonds
 I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up *
 and have not let my enemies triumph over me.

 O Lord my God, I cried out to you, *
and you restored me to health.

You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; *
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
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Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; *
give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.

 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, *
his favor for a lifetime.

 Weeping may spend the night, *
but joy comes in the morning.

 While I felt secure, I said, "I shall never be disturbed. *
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains."

Then you hid your face, *
and I was filled with fear.

 I cried to you, O Lord; *
I pleaded with the Lord, saying,

 "What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? *
will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?

 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; *
O Lord, be my helper."

 You have turned my wailing into dancing; *
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy.

Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; *
O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever.

The Second Reading: Revelation 5:11-14                                  Sherilyn Kimble
A Reading from the Book of Revelation        .
I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the elders; they
numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing with full voice,
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!"

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing,
"To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!" And
the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the elders fell down and worshiped.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Gradual Hymn - “Where He Leads Me”                               LEVAS # 144 (Vss. 1-2)
1) I can hear my Savior calling, 2) I'll go with Him through the garden,
I can hear my Savior calling, I'll go with Him through the garden,
I can hear my Savior calling, I'll go with Him through the garden,
"Take thy cross and follow, follow Me." I'll go with Him, with Him all the way.

[Refrain]
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Refrain:
Where He leads me I will follow,
Where He leads me I will follow,
Where He leads me I will follow,
I'll go with Him, with Him all the way.

 The Holy Gospel: John 21:1-19                                                                                            Deacon Geliebter
 Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
 People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
 
Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. Gathered
there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and
two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." 

They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them,
"Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered him, "No." He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side
of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so
many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the
Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat,
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.

 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring
some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 
a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and
have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord.
Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that
Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?"
He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." A second time he said
to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said
to him, "Tend my sheep." He said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt
because he said to him the third 
time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said
to him, "Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go
wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt
around you and take you where you do not wish to go." (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would
glorify God.) After this he said to him, "Follow me."

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Gradual Hymn - “Where He Leads Me”                                                                 LEVAS # 144 (Vss. 3-4)
3) I'll go with Him through the judgment, 4) He will give me grace and glory,
I'll go with Him through the judgment,  He will give me grace and glory,
I'll go with Him through the judgment,  He will give me grace and glory,
I'll go with Him, with Him all the way. [Refrain] And go with me, with me all the way. [Refrain]
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Refrain:
Where He leads me I will follow,
Where He leads me I will follow,
Where He leads me I will follow,
I'll go with Him, with Him all the way.

 The Sermon                                                                                                                                  Bishop Gutierrez

Presentation and Examination of the Candidate for Baptism                                                        BCP Pg. 301
Presentation and Examination of the Candidates for Confirmation                                             BCP Pg. 303

The Baptismal Covenant                                                                                                                    BCP Pg. 304
The Prayers for the Candidates - Fr. Collins                                                               BCP Pg. 305
Thanksgiving over the Water                            BCP Pg. 306
The Baptism                             BCP Pg. 307
Confirmation, Reception and Reaffirmation                           BCP Pg. 309
                                                                                                   

The Peace 

The Bishop: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:  And also with you.

 The Holy Eucharist

Offertory Sentence  and Offering
Offertory Musical Selection                                                                       St. Thomas Mass Choir 

                        
The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

            Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth.

 But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our   Lord; for he is
the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has
destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us   everlasting life.
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company   of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

 Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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The Celebrant 
 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the
whole world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen.          
Christ will come again. 

Celebrant
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink
of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Agnus Dei
Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world

People: Have mercy upon us.
Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world

People: Have mercy upon us.
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Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world

People: Grant us thy peace.

Let us pray: We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as  to gather up the
crumbs under thy Table. But  thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy; Grant us
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son  Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our
sinful bodies may be made clean by his body,  and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. AMEN
 
 The Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Post- Communion Prayer

Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 
of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

 The Announcements                                                                                         Deadra Cannon
Presentation by The Guild of the Christ Child

 Recognition of Guests and Visitors
 The Blessing of Birthdays, Anniversaries and Travel

 The Blessing     The Bishop

 The Closing Hymn- “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”  LEVAS # 136
1) I have decided to follow Jesus; 2)Though none go with me, I still will follow;
I have decided to follow Jesus; though none go with me, I still will follow;
I have decided to follow Jesus; though none go with me, I still will follow;
no turning back, no turning back. no turning back, no turning back.

3) The world behind me, the cross before me;
the world behind me, the cross before me,
the world behind me, the cross before me;
no turning back, no turning back.                                                               

The Dismissal        Deacon Geliebtner
The Postlude                                                                                                          The St. Thomas Music Ministry 


