
    

“WELCOME TO THE MOTHER  CHURCH”

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. Give thanks unto
Him and bless His name”

Psalm 100:4

Grace and Peace to you from God on this The Sixth Sunday of Pentecost.

On behalf of the Clergy, Wardens, Vestry and People of God, welcome to the historic
African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas, founded in 1792 as the first black Episcopal
Church in the U.S.A. The first rector of this historic parish, The Rev. Fr. Absalom Jones was
also the first black Episcopal priest in the nation.

Our parish boldly proclaims the reconciling Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are an active,
mission-minded and growing church family. Whoever you are and wherever you may find
yourself on your spiritual journey of faith, you are always welcomed at St. Thomas’ Church,
where we are joyfully and enthusiastically committed to Jesus’ message of love, hope,
prayer, acceptance and faith. Today, as you worship in this place, may you experience and
feel the presence of the Lord, and may you leave feeling renewed, refreshed and revived.

Faithfully,

Martini Shaw +

(The Very Rev. Canon) Martini Shaw,
17th Rector and
Dean of the Schuylkill Deanery

 



The Sixth Sunday of Pentecost
July 17, 2022

10:00 am

Celebrant: The Very Rev. Canon Martini Shaw 
Homilist: Dr. Jay Fluellen, D.M.A.

 Music Ministry: St. Thomas Gospel Ensemble
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORDER OF SERVICE

 The Prelude                                                                                                                        St. Thomas Music Ministry

 The Opening Hymn “We Have Come Into His House”                                                                          LEVAS # 245
1) We have come in-to His house and gathered in His Name
to worship Him; We have come in-to His house and gathered
in His Name to worship Him; We have come in-to His house
and gathered in His Name to worship Christ, the Lord, Worship
Him, Christ the Lord.

2) So forget about yourself and concentrate on Him and worship
Him; So forget about yourself and concentrate on Him and 
worship Him; So forget about yourself and concentrate on Him
and worship Him; Worship Him, Christ, the Lord.

3) Let us lift up holy hands, and magnify His name and worship
Him; Let us lift up holy hands, and magnify His name and worship
Him; Let us lift up holy hands, and magnify His name and worship
Him; Worship Him, Christ, the Lord.

 A Word of Welcome                                                          The Rector

 The Opening Salutation                                                                                               
 The Celebrant: Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. AMEN.

 The Collect for Purity
 Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid; Cleanse the 
 thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
 Holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

 The Gloria in excelsis
 Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
 the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
 Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the  Father. Amen



The Proclamation of the Word 

The Collect of the Day
 Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.
Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our ignorance in asking: Have
compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our
blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 18:1-10a                                                                                                       Theresa Bramwell 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He
looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and
bowed down to the ground. He said, "My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be
brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh
yourselves, and after that you may pass on-- since you have come to your servant." So they said, "Do as you have said."
And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, "Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it,
and make cakes." Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened
to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them
under the tree while they ate.

They said to him, "Where is your wife Sarah?" And he said, "There, in the tent." Then one said, "I will surely return to
you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son."

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15                                                                                                                                                         Kelly Jones 
Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *

who may abide upon your holy hill?

Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, *
who speaks the truth from his heart.

There is no guile upon his tongue;
 he does no evil to his friend; *

he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.

 In his sight the wicked is rejected, *
but he honors those who fear the Lord.

 He has sworn to do no wrong *
and does not take back his word.

 He does not give his money in hope of gain, *
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.

 Whoever does these things *
shall never be overthrown.



 The Second Reading: Colossians 1:15-28                                                                                             Seth Williams
 Reading from the Book of Colossians 

 Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all    things in heaven and on earth
were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or  dominions or rulers or powers-- all things have been
created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of
the body,  the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have    first place in
everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through   him God was pleased to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by  making peace through the blood of his cross.

 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now   reconciled in his fleshly body
through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him-- provided that you continue
securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard,
which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.

 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is  lacking in Christ's afflictions
for the sake of his body, that is, the church. I became its servant according to God's commission that was given to me
for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations
but has now been revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are 
the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. It is he whom we proclaim, warning
everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Gradual Hymn - “He Has Done Great Things for Me”
Verse 1
He Has Done Great Things For Me
Great Things, Great Things, 
He has done great Things for Me

Verse 2
I'm gonna be a witness for Him
Witness, witness, 
I'm gonna be a witness for him

The Holy Gospel: Luke 10:38-42
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
As Jesus and his disciples went on their way, Jesus entered a certain village, where a woman named Martha
welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to what he was
saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, "Lord, do you not care that my
sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me." But the Lord answered her, "Martha,
Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better
part, which will not be taken away from her."

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.
 People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Gradual Hymn - “He Has Done Great Things for Me”
Verse 3
I'm gonna testify for Him
Testify, testify, I'm gonna testify for Him



Verse 4
I'm gonna let my little shine
Shine, shine, I'm gonna let my little shine

The Homily                                                                                                                                    Dr.Jay Fluellen, D.M.A.

 The Call to Christian Discipleship

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

    We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
    Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

 
 The Prayers of the People                           Cathy Stafford
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
 That we all may be one.

 Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
 That your Name nay be glorified by all people.

 We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
 That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

 We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
 That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
 Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.



 The Concluding Collect                                                  The Celebrant

The Confession                                              BCP 360
 Celebrant: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Let us kneel and
confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
 (Silence is kept)

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
   word, and deed, by what we have done, and what we have left undone, We have 
   not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
   We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
   have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will and walk in 
   your ways, to the glory of your Name. AMEN. 

The Absolution                                                                                                                                         The Celebrant  
 Celebrant: Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

The Peace 

 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People:  And also with you.

The Holy Eucharist

 Offertory Sentence  and Offering
 Offertory Musical Selection 
                                                                                                          
 The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.

 But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the
true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed
death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
 company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

 Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 



your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant 
 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and  eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God  and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect   sacrifice for the
whole world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord  Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,  “Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many   for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
 Celebrant and People

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen.          
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully  receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

 The Lord’s Prayer
 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
 be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
 our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
 Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
 People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

 The Agnus Dei
Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world

People: Have mercy upon us.
Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world

People: Have mercy upon us.
Celebrant: Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world

People: Grant us thy peace.



 Let us pray: 
 Celebrant and People: We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs
under thy Table. But  thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy; Grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh  of  thy dear  Son  Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies
may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may  
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. AMEN

 The Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that  Christ died for you, and feed
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

 The Communion
 (All baptized persons are invited to receive communion. If you have not been baptized, please still come to the altar to
receive a blessing. Please indicate by crossing your arms on your chest.)

 Post- Communion Prayer
 Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 
of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Announcements                                                            
Recognition of Guests and Visitors
The Blessing of Birthdays, Anniversaries and Travel

The Blessing            
The Closing Hymn- ““Lift Him Up”                                                                                                        LEVAS # 159
 1)How to reach the masses, *men of ev'ry birth, 2) Oh! the world is hungry for the Living Bread,
For an answer Jesus gave the key: Lift the Savior up for them to see;
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, Trust Him, and do not doubt the words that He said,
Will draw all men unto Me.”[Refrain] “I’ll draw all men unto Me.” [Refrain]

Refrain:
Lift Him up, (Lift the precious Savior up),
Lift Him up, (Lift the precious Savior up),
Still He speaks from eternity:
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,
Will draw all men unto Me.”

3) Don’t exalt the preacher, don’t exalt the pew, 4) Lift Him up by living as a Christian ought,
Preach the Gospel simple, full and free; Let the world in you the Savior see;
Prove Him and you will find that promise is true, Then men will gladly follow Him who once taught,
“I’ll draw all men unto Me.” [Refrain] “I’ll draw all men unto Me.” [Refrain]

The Dismissal               
The Postlude                                                                                                                         St. Thomas Music Ministry




