
Four short videos, put together by a 

group of honors students from the Buf-

falo Zoo’s and Erie 1 BOCES’s Wildlife 

and Conservation Careers Program, were 

featured at a “Video Premier” in early 

April.   

This group of high school students 

was challenged to create a message high-

lighting the impact of single-use bags and 

how utilizing reusable bags can serve as a 

simple solution to help minimize plastic 

pollution. These videos will be shared via 

social media and the hash tag 

#EriebyoBag throughout the month of 

April.   This program has been designed 

to attract highly motivated, college-

bound students high school seniors as a 

way to explore a career in the many areas 

related to wildlife conservation and zoo 

management. 

The Premiere event was held for the 

students, their parents and members Sin-

gle Use Bag Coalition - and the first 

video was released to the public.  Erie 

County Executive Mark Poloncarz 

thanked the students for 

their efforts and said he 

would be tweeting out 

the videos and informa-

tion on this important 

issue.  A new video will 

be put on the Zoo’s 

YouTube Channel each 

week throughout April 

and then posted Face-

book and Twitter. “We 

are engaging the public 

by letting these young 

people share their vision 

of plastic pollution,” 

Andy Goldstein, Erie 

County Recycling Coor-

dinator said.    

The Erie County 

Waste Reduction and 

Recycling program has 

been working with sev- 

eral local groups and or-

ganizations on ways to reach the public 

on the message “Bring Your Own Bag” 

with the overall goal of reducing single 

use bag pollution.  

New York State Association for 

Reduction, Reuse & Recycling Inc. 
Spring 2017 

 

This group of students from Erie County produced 

four environmental videos. 

Erie County Students Address Single Use Bag Pollution 

Videos Promote ‘Bring Your Own Bag’ 

Andy Goldstein takes recycling seriously - as once again 

he’s taken on the role of Recycling Coordinator, this time for 

Erie County in Western New York.  The NYSDEC awarded a 

three-year municipal waste reduction and recycling grant to 

the Erie County Department of Environment and Planning 

(ECDEP) in fall of 

2016.  Andy had 

completed a two-year 

grant as the Program 

Manager of the WNY 

Sustainable Business 

Roundtable, which 

grew from 30 busi-

ness members to over 

75 during this period. 

A main focuse of this 

grant is to update the 

current, yet outdated, 

solid waste management plans for both solid waste boards, 

which are made of up of 43 municipalities within Erie 

County. “It makes sense to take time to work with our mu-

nicipalities to set goals and implement programs which will 

help to reduce waste, energy usage and promote a move away 

from overconsumption,” Andy noted.   

The ECDEP has utilized funding from New York State 

for over 20 years to assist residents and municipal govern-

ments in ways to reduce waste.  

Other goals within the grant include a focus on reaching 

out to businesses to encourage workplace recycling and en-

gage youth. 

After owning and managing a local printing company for 

12 years Andy took the opportunity to become the City of 

Buffalo Recycling Coordinator in 2003 through a NYSDEC 

grant.  He also worked as an environmental educator at an 

upstate commercial recycling company, Cascades Recovery, 

before returning to the ECDEP. 
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