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About the Data

This report represents only U.S. public school students because there is no
central source of enroliment and demographic data available for nonpublic
schools for all states. References to the total number of high school
graduates represent projections supplied in Knocking at the College Door
(Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education, 2016).

This report looks at students’ entire experience with AP®—including all
AP Exams taken by members of the class of 2019 throughout their time in
high school—rather than reporting exam results from only one particular
school year.
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The Promise of AP

Founded on the belief that motivated high school students should be able
to work at the height of their abilities and that achievement exams could
be used to allow students to enter college with advanced standing, the
Advanced Placement® Program (AP®) set out to develop assessments that
colleges would find rigorous enough to use as the basis for granting credit,
placement, or both.

Since the AP Program'’s inception in 1955-56, AP has delivered on the
promise of connecting students to college and opportunity by offering
colleges and universities the most valid and reliable way to assess college-
level learning by high school students. The AP community—educators,
administrators, and policymakers—works to offer high school students a
chance to stand out in college admission, earn college credits, advance
into higher-level courses, and build college skills. Today colleges and
universities turn to AP to help them identify and reward students who have
succeeded in mastering challenging college-level content and skills. In
addition, AP credit allows students the flexibility to pursue a double major,
add a minor, and study abroad.

More schools participate in AP than ever before. Ten years ago, 17,374
schools participated in AP across the country and around the world. In
2019, that number grew to 22,678.

2009 2019

17,374

ofl ofl fzaoe

= 1,000 schools
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A Path to Success from
Day One to Exam Day

At the start of the 2019-20 school year, AP students, teachers, and
coordinators received access to a system of resources and supports
that enhance the overall AP experience, from day one through exam day.
These powerful new classroom resources help teachers and students get
more from AP courses year-round—practice, meaningful feedback, and
individualized support for students earlier in the year.

Topic I
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@ Unit 2
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Plan your course Check for
UNIT GUIDES understanding
These planning guides outline TOPIC QUESTIONS
allrequired course content and These questions enable teachers
skills, organized into commonly to check for understanding as each
taught units. Each unit guide topic and skill is taught. Teachers
suggests a sequence and can create custom quizzes to assign
pacing of content, scaffolds skill in AP Classroom as homework or in
instruction across units, and class, either on computers or mobile

organizes contentinto topics. devices, or on paper.
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Feedback on
strengths and gaps

PERSONAL PROGRESS CHECKS
Formative AP questions are
provided for every unit to give
students feedback on the areas
where they need to focus.
Available online, Personal Progress
Checks measure knowledge

and skills through multiple-
choice questions with rationales
explaining correct and incorrect
answers and free-response
questions with scoring guidelines.

Highlight progress

PROGRESS DASHBOARD

This dashboard allows teachers
to review class and individual
student progress throughout the
year. Class trends are identified
to give teachers insight on
where students are struggling
with content and skills that will
be assessed on the AP Exam.
Students can view their ongoing
progress to improve their
performance before the AP Exam.
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Prepare for
the AP Exam

AP QUESTION BANK

This online library of real AP Exam
questions provides teachers with
secure and released questions

to use in classrooms for exam
preparation later in the school year.
Questions are indexed by course
topic and skills so teachers can
customize tests and give students
more practice and feedback.
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Instructional Model

Integrating AP resources throughout the course helps students develop the
content knowledge and skills they need to succeed on the AP Exam.

Here are ways AP teachers can incorporate AP resources into the
classroom year-round:

Plan

Before beginning instruction on a unit, teachers may choose to adopt the
following approaches:

= Review the overview at the start of each unit guide in the AP course and
exam description (CED) to identify essential questions, relevant course
content, and skills.

= Use the Unit at a Glance table in the CED to identify related topics
that build toward common understanding, and then determine the
appropriate pacing for students.

= |dentify strategies in the Instructional Approaches section of the CED
to teach content and skills.

Teach

In classroom instruction, teachers can use the AP resources to build
students’' knowledge of content and mastery of skills.

= Use the unit guides to identify the required content.

= Integrate the content with a skill and consider scaffolding, where
appropriate.

= Employ any of the instructional strategies identified from the
Instructional Approaches section.

= Use the resources listed in the unit guides to bring more teaching
tools into the classroom.

Assess

Measuring student understanding of the content and skills covered in each
unit enables teachers to provide actionable feedback to students.

= Use AP Classroom at the end of a unit to assign students online
Personal Progress Checks to be completed in class or at home.

= Provide students with question-level feedback through answer
rationales, as well as unit- and skill-level feedback, using the
Progress Dashboard.

= Create practice opportunities for students using the AP Question
Bank, and assign them through AP Classroom toward the end of
the school year.
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Integrated Digital
Experience

AP teachers and students began the 2019-20 school year by completing a
simple activation process to open access to all AP resources. This process
gathered students’ exam registration information online, which eliminates
most answer sheet bubbling that previously consumed valuable testing time.

Once teachers and students are logged in to their personalized home pages
at My AP (myap.collegeboard.org), they can access the new resources.

My AP FOR TEACHERS

My AP FOR STUDENTS

AP courses they teach

Dynamic timeline, tasks, and data

Their AP courses

Dynamic timeline, tasks, and data

Access granted by teachers to
relevant resources, including:

Easy access to relevant resources:
= AP Classroom
= AP Course Audit
= AP Digital Portfolio

= AP Classroom
= Personal Progress Checks

= AP Scores = Progress Dashboard

= Question Bank assignments

Feedback for teachers: Feedback enabled by teachers:

= On every topic and skill = On every topic and skill

= On their own dashboard to
highlight class and student
progress

= On their own dashboard to
highlight progress

. = Personalized for each student
= Personalized for each teacher

2 7
v AP AP United States History

AP Student AP Student

Period 3 with Amy Conn

. NOV 4 Assignment Due
Welcome, Monique! 8 1 0
AP WORLD HISTORY ,
: ; newresuts  sssignments  assignments
Fairview High School, 11th Grade NI oy e s Chack el tocomplete  o.score
MCQ1
User profile - Q Assignments Start Due
- ; Unit 2: Progress 10701 10/29
NOV 5 Assignments Due
ATYTEt = Full Timeline g BectiMeRy
AP WORLD HISTORY Uit 3: Progress 11705 11/11
Check: MCQ 2 9AM 9PM

Unit 3: Progress Check
McQ2

Week at a glance
Full Assignment List -

< Nov4-10 > AP UNITED STATES
HISTORY
Unit 3: Progress Check:

MCQ 2

AP World History Register for Exam

3 assignments due
. » Deadline: Nov. 8,2019
AP United States History
1 assignment due

1 overdue assignment

NOV 8 £ Deadline for
Exam Registration

AP Studio Art

Student view of My AP


http://myap.collegeboard.org
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For teachers, AP Classroom includes unit tabs for every unit highlighting
relevant resources aligned to the CED. Unit Guide links provide easy access
to instructional strategies and details, while Topic links, if relevant to a
course, provide more details and resources. In addition, skills are
color-coded, enabling teachers to easily spiral instruction across units.

€7 CollegeBoard AP'Classroom Help v 5, Claire v

AP Program

AP US. Government and Politics v > Home Progress Checks Progress Dashboard — QuestionBank  Professional Leaming My Classes

Units

Course

Political Participation

B
[0 B wagae . TES] &, Unit Guide ~ [@ueston Bank

Unit Topics skills

[Z] Topic Questions
Apply political
concepts and
processes to
scenarios in context

Topic Questions

Topic Questions

(@) How and Why Political Parties Change and Adapt - I¥oic Questions

@ Third-Party Politic Topic Questions

() Interest Groups Influencing Policy-Making [#] Topic Questions

(7) Groups Influencing Policy Outcomes [] Topic Questions

Teacher view of AP Classroom

Digital activation not only saves teachers and students time accessing
the resources and feedback detailed above, it also facilitates these

AP processes:

Streamlined exam ordering—Exam orders are now easily created by
AP coordinators from the same online class rosters that enable students
to access AP resources. The coordinator simply reviews, updates, and
submits this information as the school's exam order in the fall.

Student registration labels—Schools receive a set of personalized

AP ID registration labels for each student included in an exam order, which
replaces the previously used AP student pack. Each student’s unique

AP ID connects their exam materials with the registration information

they provided during digital activation. This eliminates the need for
preadministration sessions and reduces time spent bubbling on exam day.

Targeted Instructional Planning Reports—AP teachers automatically
receive Instructional Planning Reports (IPRs) that include data on each of
their class sections. This ends reliance on special codes optionally bubbled
in on exam day.
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Statewide AP Credit
Policies

The opportunity to earn college credit is a key benefit of AP. Students can
save time, money, and get a head start on their education when they enter
college with credit they deserve through AP.

A record number of state higher education systems have adopted uniform
policies on AP credit. Over the past five years, adoption of statewide
credit policies has more than doubled. As of fall 2019, 31 states have
implemented statewide or systemwide AP credit policies, which typically
require all public higher education institutions to award credit for AP Exam
scores of 3 or higher. Additionally, more than 2,100 institutions award
credit for successful AP Exam performance. AP policies that grant credit
for scores of 3 have grown 11% since 2015, and the number of policies for
credit overall has grown 8%, with both trends largely attributable to state
and system policies.

States with statewide States with institution-based
credit policies credit policies

A

a. B

NE 1A —NJ

*Starred states have one or more systemwide AP credit policies.



AP COHORT DATA | GRADUATING CLASS OF 2019

National Highlights for
the Class of 2019

= 1,245,527 students in the class of 2019 took 4,269,670 AP Exams in
public high schools nationwide.

= 38.9% of the class of 2019 took at least one AP Exam during high
school, and 23.9% of the graduating class scored a 3 or higher on at
least one AP Exam.

= Over the past 10 years, the percentage of U.S. public high school
graduates scoring a 3 or higher on at least one AP Exam has risen by
8.2 percentage points.

= Some traditionally underrepresented students—including black/African
American and American Indian/Alaska Native students—continue to
need increased access and support to succeed in AP.

= |n the class of 2019, AP Exam fee reductions were used by 30.7%
of total AP Exam takers and 26.2% of AP Exam takers scoring a 3 or
higher on at least one AP Exam.
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The Best Measure
of Success

This report offers a measure of participation and performance that shows
success on the AP Exam within the overall context of equity and access.

The measure, shown in Figure 1, represents the percentage of students in
the nation and in states who had taken at least one AP Exam resulting in an
AP Exam score of 3 or higher. Schools receive similar information in their
score reports, which they use to compare their own AP success to what is
happening in their state and across the nation.

This percentage shows the proportion of the overall population—beyond
just students in AP classes—that demonstrated college-level mastery of an
AP experience sometime in high school. Educators and policymakers can
use this measure to gauge the overall success of their student population in
high school advanced academics.

Each student who scores a 3 or higher only “counts” once toward the
overall percentage, regardless of how many AP Exams they take. As a result,
this metric fosters inclusivity and measures the extent to which a greater
proportion of the population is receiving preparation for, and access to,

an AP experience.






GRADUATING CLASS OF 2019 | AP COHORT DATA

National AP Participation
and Performance

Every year, more students participate and succeed in AP. Over the past 10
years, the percentage of U.S. public high school graduates who took an
AP Exam during high school has increased, as has the percentage of U.S.
public high school graduates who scored a 3 or higher on at least one

AP Exam.

= 1,245,527 (38.9%) of U.S. public high school graduates in the class of
2019 took at least one AP Exam, up from 793,300 (26.1%) in the class
of 2009.

= 764,702 (23.9%) of those graduates scored a 3 or higher on an
AP Exam, up from 477,883 (15.7%) in the class of 2009.

These increases reflect the hard work of teachers and students, as well as
a commitment from states and districts, to provide students with greater
access to academic opportunities.

= Figure 1 shows the percentage of U.S. public high school students in
the class of 2019 who scored a 3 or higher on an AP Exam during high
school, by state. These data show the degree to which students are
participating in AP Exams and achieving success.

= Figures 2a and 2b reveal the progress states have made over 1, 3, 5,
and 10 years toward ensuring their students have the opportunity and
preparation to succeed in AP.

= Figure 3 shows the score distributions, by state, for AP Exams taken by
public high school students in the class of 2019 throughout high school.
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FIGURE 1

Percentage of the Class of 2019 Scoring a 3 or Higher on an AP Exam During High School

Massachusetts
Connecticut
Florida
California
Maryland

New Jersey
Colorado

New York
Virginia
lllinois
Wisconsin
Nevada
Vermont

Utah
Washington
UNITED STATES
Maine

Georgia
Minnesota
Texas

Rhode Island
North Carolina
Michigan

New Hampshire
South Carolina
Indiana
Pennsylvania
District of Columbia
Delaware
Oregon

Ohio
Kentucky
Arkansas
Hawaii
Arizona
Alaska
Alabama
Tennessee
Montana

New Mexico
lowa

Idaho

South Dakota
Missouri
North Dakota
Wyoming
Nebraska
Oklahoma
West Virginia
Kansas
Louisiana
Mississippi

338
325
323
321
31.5
29.6
29.2
29.0
28.8
28.4
26.2
25.8
25.7
25.5
24.1
239
235
23.2
23.1
225
22.3
214
213
20.7
20.3
20.0
19.8
19.7
19.4
19.4
18.3
18.1
18.0
17.9
17.8
14.8
14.4
13.9
13.8
13.4
13.2
12.9
12.9
12.6
12.6
12.5
12.0
11.9
11.9
10.5

9.4

7.4

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

WHAT DO THE DATA
SHOW?

23.9%

of U.S. public high school
graduates scored a 3 or higher
on an AP Exam during high
school.

33.8%

of public high school
graduates in Massachusetts
scored a 3 or higher on an AP
Exam, leading the nation.

NATIONAL
AVERAGE

23.9%

Raw numbers for this figure are available in the Appendix. States with a tie in the rankings are listed alphabetically.
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FIGURE 2A
1-Year, 3-Year, 5-Year, and 10-Year Change in the Percentage of Graduates Scoring a 3 or Higher
on an AP Exam During High School, by State, Ranked by the 10-Year Percentage-Point Change

Change
1-year 3-year 5-year 10-year
Massachusetts 0.9 2.9 5.9 13.0 WHAT DO THE DATA SHOW?
District of Columbia 0.1 5.9 7.8 12.3
Florida| 0.6 28 5.6 122 Massachusetts
o 'I'"I""'; ;12 2;‘ 213 12'; had a 13.0-point increase over 10
odelslan . . . 1. . .
New Jersey o8 35 3 12 years in the percentage of public
Nevada 1.0 33 7.7 10.6 high school graduates scoring a 3 or
California| 07 3.6 6.8 10.4 higher on an AP Exam, the highest in
Connecticut 0.3 2.4 3.6 10.3 the nation
Indiana -0.1 1.9 3.2 9.8 '
Hawaii 07 24 5.3 9.5 . . .
Wiscj;“s‘:: o 14 . o District of Columbia
Colorado 0.9 23 43 9.2 had the largest three-year and five-
Michigan 0.2 15 27 8.3 year increases in the percentage of
NewYork| 03 18 37 8.2 public high school graduates scoring
UNITED STATES 0.4 2,0 3.8 8.2 3 or hiah APE
Minnesota 0.1 0.8 2.0 7.9 )& e lnlelnietr el el SR
Kentucky -0.4 0.5 1.8 7.8 e o
Pennsylvania 0.4 1.6 35 7.6 Illlno"S
Washington 05 15 3.6 7.6 had the largest one-year increase in
Arizona 06 22 3.9 75 the percentage of public high school
Texas 06 2.2 4.0 7.4 . .
raduates scoring a 3 or higher on an
Alabama 0.3 1.6 3.4 7.3 9 9 g
Oregon 0.9 1.9 42 7.2 AP Exam.
Ohio 0.5 1.4 2.3 7. . .
Maryland| -0 12 12 6.9 8.2-point increase
South Carolina 04 1.6 3.0 6.9 since 2009 in the percentage of U.S.
Georgia| 0.0 09 30 67 public high school graduates scoring
Arkansas -0.1 1.1 2.2 6.6 3 hiah AP E
NorthDakota| 0.6 3.0 38 6.4 2 e lehiEy el xam.
Louisiana 0.3 16 3.4 5.9
Tennessee 0.9 2.0 3.6 5.9
Delaware -0.2 0.7 2.0 5.6
Missouri 0.4 1.2 2.6 5.6
Vermont 0.0 1.3 0.1 5.5
Virginia 0.3 0.5 1.1 5.5
New Hampshire 0.0 0.6 2.5 5.4
Utah 0.0 1.2 1.3 5.4
Maine 0.5 0.2 0.5 5.3
Wyoming -0.4 0.8 2.4 47
lowa -0.5 0.2 1.3 4.6
Nebraska 0.4 1.4 2.3 4.6
North Carolina -0.1 0.8 3.2 4.5
West Virginia 0.9 1.0 2.2 4.2
New Mexico -0.2 11 2.1 4.1
Mississippi 0.7 1.5 2.6 3.2
Montana 1.0 1.0 0.5 3.2
Alaska 11 1.7 1.3 2.6
Idaho|  -0.7 0.8 1.0 26
South Dakota -0.4 0.0 -0.4 2.4
Oklahoma 02 01 06 23 Raw numbers for this figure are available in the Appendix.
Kansas -0.1 0.2 01 1.5 States with a tie in the rankings are listed alphabetically.
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FIGURE 2B
Percentage of the Classes of 2009, 2014, 2016, 2018, and 2019 Scoring a 3 or Higher on an AP Exam
During High School, by State, Ranked by the 10-Year Percentage-Point Change Appearing in Figure 2A

Percentage of Graduating Class Scoring a 3 or Higher

2009 2014 2016 2018 2019
Massachusetts 20.8 27.9 30.9 329 33.8 WHAT DO THE DATA SHOW?
District of Columbia 7.4 11.9 13.8 19.6 19.7
Florida| 201 26.7 29.5 317 32.3 Massachusetts
lllinois 16.3 221 25.0 27.3 28.4 had the highest percentage of
Rhode Island 10.7 16.2 18.4 221 22.3 q q
public high school graduates
NewJersey|  18.4 24.3 26.5 29.0 29.6 . .
Nevada| 15.2 18.1 225 2.8 25.8 scoring a 3 or higher on an AP
California| 217 253 285 314 321 Examin 2016, 2018, and 2019.
Connecticut 22.2 28.9 301 32.2 325
Indiana 10.2 16.8 18.1 201 20.0
Hawaii 8.4 12.6 15.5 17.2 17.9
Wisconsin 16.9 23.0 24.8 26.1 26.2
Colorado 20.0 24.9 26.9 28.3 29.2
Michigan 13.0 18.6 19.8 211 21.3
New York 20.8 25.3 272 28.7 29.0
UNITED STATES 15.7 20.1 21.9 23.5 23.9
Minnesota 15.2 211 22.3 23.0 231
Kentucky|  10.3 16.3 176 18.5 18.1
Pennsylvania 12.2 16.3 18.2 19.4 19.8
Washington 16.5 20.5 22.6 23.6 241
Arizona 10.3 13.9 15.6 17.2 17.8
Texas 151 18.5 20.3 21.9 22.5
Alabama 71 11.0 12.8 14.1 14.4
Oregon 122 15.2 175 185 19.4
Ohio 11.2 16.0 16.9 17.8 18.3
Maryland 24.6 30.3 30.3 31.6 315
South Carolina 13.4 17.3 18.7 19.9 20.3
Georgia 16.5 20.2 22.3 23.2 23.2
Arkansas 11.4 15.8 16.9 18.1 18.0
North Dakota 6.2 8.8 9.6 12.0 12.6
Louisiana 35 6.0 7.8 9.1 9.4
Tennessee 8.0 10.3 11.9 13.0 13.9
Delaware 13.8 17.4 18.7 19.6 19.4
Missouri 7.0 10.0 11.4 12.2 12.6
Vermont 20.2 25.6 24.4 25.7 25.7
Virginia 23.3 27.7 28.3 28.5 28.8
New Hampshire 15.3 18.2 201 20.7 20.7
Utah 201 24.2 24.3 25.5 25.5
Maine 18.2 23.0 23.3 23.0 23.5
Wyoming 7.8 101 1.7 12.9 12.5
lowa 8.6 11.9 13.0 13.7 13.2
Nebraska 7.4 9.7 10.6 11.6 12.0
North Carolina 16.9 18.2 20.6 215 21.4
West Virginia 7.7 9.7 10.9 11.0 1.9
New Mexico 9.3 11.3 12.3 13.6 13.4
Mississippi 4.2 4.8 5.9 6.7 7.4
Montana 10.6 13.3 12.8 12.8 13.8
Alaska 12.2 13.5 16.5 15.9 14.8
Idaho 10.3 11.9 121 13.6 12.9
South Dakota 105 133 129 13.3 129 Raw numbers for this figure are available in the
Oklahoma 96 3 ns 121 mns Appendix. States with a tie in the rankings are
Kansas 9.0 10.4 10.7 10.6 10.5 listed alphabetically.
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Due to rounding,

FIGURE 3
Score Distributions of AP Exams Taken by the Class of 2019 During High School, by State
Scoreof 1 I Scoreof 2 Scoreof 3 M Scoreof 4 M Scoreof 5
State  No.of Exams % of Exam Scores

40%  20% 0% 20%  40%  60%
77777 Alabama 50,046 331 m‘ 21.1 EEFIl5.7
,,,,, Alaska 5100 124 T ik 196 11.3]
77777 Arizona 64,348 246 257
77777 Arkansas 44,592 35.7 m‘ 19.7 [IG 4.7
77777 California 694,070 BN 244
,,,,, Colorado 82,671 mmm 211
77777 Connecticut 55,230 : 130-§E I 236 17.8)
77777 Delaware 9,493 20.9 m PIXy  17.3 11.7)0
District of Columbia 7,142 39.9 m‘ ihA 12.8 7.3
77777 Florida 345,278 Y 256 MEPYRT 7.0 9.7
77777 Georgia 151,193 oy 228 IRl 205 13.6]
,,,,, Hawaii 10,430 EIMET 228
77777 ldaho 12,710 127 T PEE 202 116
77777 Illinois 207,262 ‘ 149”1] 25 5m
77777 Indiana 77, 983 Wikl 278] b2 16.7 0.3
,,,,, lowa 18819 T eIy 201 13.4]
77777 Kansas 14, 503 1oom &I  22.7  13.6]
77777 Kentucky 47 97875 200-&] 26.4EXIEH
77777 Louisiana 27,062 354m PIR] 11.9 60}
77777 Maine 13,899 Xy 27.6] bER]  18.9 11.0]
,,,,, Maryland 102,309 13.1 mm 259
~ Massachusetts 103,093 12,9 mﬂ 25.3
VVVVV Michigan 96, 400 124”@ YAl 215 14.8]
77777 Minnesota 64,346 : 11om IRl 234 15.1]
77777 Mississippi 13, 129 BECr) 267 ETY] o7 N ‘
77777 Missouri 36,462 149 IEFTN] Xy 207 14.2]
77777 Montana 4, 987 s7m 31.9 IFNIEEE]
77777 Nebraska 13,200 264 P 101 9]
77777 Nevada 35876 R 570 BRRPTE] 55 0.1
~ NewHampshire 9,325 8.3 ‘ L] 237 154
77777 New Jersey 133,909 124 247 T
77777 NewMexico 16,452 GANEE]  9sEEMss
77777 NewYork 266, 285 ] 235 pIE] 208  14.4]
~ NorthCarolina 133,141 SUIET 255 PTE] 153 10508
77777 NorthDakota 4,039 289 R 188 10.3
77777 Ohio 105,943 13.2 IEVE] exy 217 152
77777 Oklahoma 28,377 2] 203 IR LY 140 3]
77777 Oregon 31,202 16.4 ‘ 25.9 IFIIEEX]
77777 Pennsylvania 115,576 (PX) 206 i) 231 17.3]
,,,,, Rhodelsland 11,222 SR 002 BT 170 103) B}
~ SouthCarolina 49,445 158m YAl 20.0 117
77777 SouthDakota 4,355 ‘ 82_ 2, 3m
77777 Tennessee 53,268 21. 1‘3] PI%l  17.5 10.4)
77777 Texas 540, 815 231-£E pYRll  15.7 9.6]
77777 Utah 38, 971 89-_7_9‘ 30.0 P =Y T
77777 Vermont 5,896 p 2251 RN 225 15.0]
77777 Virginia 142,143 125-Z!l 27o-m-m
77777 Washington 82,639 145 _ 262
77777 WestVirginia 11,926 23, 4”!3 I 13.4 7.5) ‘
77777 Wisconsin 71,897 3 108-213 L] 232 150]
77777 Wyoming 3, 226 vl 21.5] LX) 175 118

UNITED STATES 4,269,670 18. 1 25.1 -Emn

percentages do not
always add up to 100.0.
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A Commitment to Access
and Opportunity for All

Progress continues to be made each year to ensure that all students

have access to the AP Program, yet some groups of students remain
underrepresented in AP classrooms and in the overall population of
students who earn qualifying scores of 3 or higher on AP Exams. Closing
the equity gap in AP participation is critical to giving all students the chance
to experience the benefits of challenging coursework.

The number of students participating in AP has grown consistently over the
last two decades, thanks to the dedicated efforts of schools and districts
nationwide. A national overview of progress shows how well states have
connected students to AP and eliminated barriers that may restrict access
of traditionally underrepresented groups.

As part of our Equity and Access Policy, AP strongly encourages schools
to ensure that the demographics of AP classes reflect the overall
demographics of the school. Ideally, the percentage of students scoring a
3 or higher on an AP Exam should match the proportion of the population
for each demographic group within the school.

Figure 4 illustrates how well we are succeeding in meeting this goal at a
national level by presenting AP participation and performance data for the
class of 2019 by demographic group, compared to the demographics of
the class of 2019.

The College Board strongly encourages states and districts to make
equitable access a guiding principle for their AP programs and to commit
to providing all students with the opportunity to experience academically
challenging coursework, even before they enroll in AP classes.
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FIGURE 4
Demographics of the Class of 2019 and AP Exam Takers in the Class of 2019

M Class 0f 2019 Il AP Exam Taker Population Il AP Exam Taker Population Scoring 3 or Higher

Percentage of Population
S
Q
X

0%

American Indian/ Asian Black/ Hispanic/ Native Hawaiian/ White Two or
Alaska Native African American Latino Other More Races
Pacific Islander

*In 20186, the race/ethnicity question changed to align with the seven categories established by the U.S. Department of
Education guidelines. For more information, visit collegeboard.org/raceethnicity. The class of 2019 percentages are sourced
from Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE), which continues to make projections by five major racial/
ethnic categories. Therefore, Two or More Races and Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander projections are not provided
separately but rather dispersed into the five existing racial/ethnic categories. As a result, some caution should be exercised in
comparing the percentage of the AP Exam taker population and the AP Exam taker population scoring 3 or higher to the class of
2019. The racelethnicity definitions, while very similar, are not precisely the same.

Because some AP Exam takers identified as "Other” or did not provide race/ethnicity, the AP Exam taker population in this figure
represents a total of 98.7% of all AP Exam takers in the class of 2019.
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Focus on Low-Income
Students

Every student—including those from low-income families—deserves
the chance to benefit from the AP experience. Recent efforts by states,
districts, and schools helped increase access to AP for students from
low-income backgrounds. The figure below highlights the states that
provided funding for low-income AP Exams in 2019.

States That Provided Funding for
2019 Low-Income AP Exams

States that provided . States that provided funding
funding for all students for low-income students
4 VT
MT ND ‘ ME
OR MN ~ -
—NH
ID SD WI* —MA
g R

CT

NJ
DE
MD

CA DC

*WI districts are required by law to cover the cost of AP Exams for low-income students.
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AP Funding Assistance for Low-Income Students

The number of low-income students benefiting from participation in the
AP Program increased again this year, thanks to a strong commitment from
several states in 2019. A total of 29 states and the District of Columbia
saw the importance of ensuring access to AP for low-income students by
providing the financial support they needed.

State funding plays a critical role in expanding AP opportunities to serve
low-income students. Equity gaps continued to narrow in states that
contributed to reduce exam fees for low-income students in 2019. By
contrast, gaps in AP participation between low-income students and their
peers widened in the states that provided no state-level funding for low-
income students’ exam fees. In states that provided funding, students
received on average a $39 per-exam state subsidy in 2019. Alongside the
College Board $32 fee reduction, the resulting fee charged to students was
$14 per exam.

We continue to encourage state and district leaders to announce their
support for the AP Program early—as early as possible for the 2020 AP
Exams. An early state commitment provides a strong assurance to students
and has been a critical factor in boosting AP participation rates.

Leaders should consider these sources to support their AP students:

= State and local funds: A number of states cover the costs of their
students’ AP Exams by using state and local funds.

= Title IV, Part A: States and districts can use federal funds provided
under the Title IV, Part A Student Support and Academic Enrichment
Grants program in the Every Student Succeeds Act to cover part or all
of the cost of AP Exams for low-income students. The vast majority
(95%) of this funding will go to districts, but states can use their 5% of
the funds for state-level activities, including supporting AP students.

= Title I: Districts or schools receiving Title | funds may use those funds
to cover a portion of AP Exam fees for low-income students. The funds
must be used to supplement and not supplant any state or local funding
for AP Exams. States may also reserve 3% of their Title | funds for
Direct Student Services, which can include reimbursing AP Exam fees
for low-income students.

= Combination of above: Funding sources can be combined in creative
ways. For example, a state could partially cover low-income students’
exams using state funds and then cover the remaining costs with their
Title IV-A state set-aside funds. Or a state could cover a portion of the
cost with state funds and encourage districts to cover remaining costs
with their Title IV-A allocation.
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Despite these initiatives, the equity gap in AP participation and success for
low-income students remains. A look at AP participation and performance
data for low-income students provides a measure of how well states and
the nation as a whole are using education resources to promote equity.

= Figure 5A is sorted by the percentage of K-12 public school students
in each state who are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch. This
allows for comparison among states with similar proportions of low-
income students. The columns showing the percentage of low-income
AP Exam takers and the percentage of successful low-income AP Exam
takers provide a picture of how equitably low-income students are
represented in AP classrooms within each state.
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FIGURE 5A

Participation and Performance of Low-Income Students in the Class of 2019

District of Columbia
Mississippi

70% New Mexico |

South Carolina

Arkansas

Louisiana

Oklahoma

Georgia

60%
Texas

Tennessee
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Missouri

New York
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Alabama

Oregon

50%
Kansas
Delaware
Indiana
Hawaii
Rhode Island
Pennsylvania
Maryland
Idaho
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Maine
Alaska
Nebraska
West Virginia
Ohio
Washington
Colorado
Virginia
40% lowa
Wyoming

Vermont

New Jersey

South Dakota

Minnesota

Wisconsin

Utah

Connecticut

30% -
New Hampshire

Nevada |

llinois |

Massachusetts |

North Dakota |

% of K-12 Students
Eligible for Free or
Reduced-Price Lunch

76.4
75.0
71.4
67.0
63.6
63.0
62.5
62.0
60.8
59.0
58.8
58.7
58.1
58.1
57.4
57.0
527
52.6
52.3
51.6
50.5
50.2
48.2
481
479
476
476
415
46.7
45.8
45.7
45.6
45.5
45.3
447
44.6
443
43.6
42.2
41.2
40.9
39.9
38.6
38.5
379
37.9
37.7
374
36.4
35.7
30.9
27.3

% of AP Exam Takers
Who Used an AP Exam
Fee Reduction

35.9
35.0
473
20.4
37.4
33.0
34.1
30.4
39.4
48.8
25.1
34.0
45.7
41.5
131
323
20.2
327
30.7
25.9
25.4
31.3
15.3
221
18.4
30.5
28.4
19.2
20.4
15.9
18.5
10.5
12.4
12.0
19.0
21.2
13.3
215
18.6
10.9
18.7
233
5.6
12.0
16.9
8.2
16.1
13.9
10.0
20.0
71
4.4

% of AP Exam Takers
Scoring 3+ Who

Used an AP Exam Fee
Reduction

29.9
214
43.0
16.5
30.8
24.0
26.8
23.2
37.2
44.0
19.5
26.8
422
40.3
10.3
27.8
13.8
27.8
26.2
16.3
218
25.7
115
177
15.6
27.8
19.8
15.2
16.5
13.3
14.0
7.8
9.8
10.1
14.5
18.8
8.5
16.7
15.6
8.0
15.1
18.6
6.1
11.9
13.2
8.1
121
111
9.3
14.9
7.8
40
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WHAT DO THE
DATA SHOW?

Texas

is the state closest to
achieving equitable
participation and
performance for
low-income students.

As there is no national data source on

high school graduates’ low-income status,
K-12 estimates from the National Center
for Education Statistics (NCES)—based
on free or reduced-price lunch eligibility—
have been used. AP fee reductions are
based on this eligibility threshold among
other criteria. NCES estimates reflect

all K-12 public school students from the
2016-17 school year; thus, a degree of
caution is warranted as these data may not
accurately reflect the class of 2019.

Figure 5A is sorted by the percentage of
K-12 public school students in each state
who are eligible for free or reduced-price
lunch. States with a tie in the percentage are
listed alphabetically.
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FIGURE 5B
Participation and Performance of Low-Income Students in the Class of 2019, United States

Population Participation Performance
52.3% of U.S. Public 30.7% of U.S. Public 26.2% of U.S. Public
School Students (K-12) School AP Exam Takers School AP Exam Takers

Are Eligible for Free or Used an AP Exam Fee Scoring 3+ Used an
Reduced-Price Lunch Reduction AP Exam Fee Reduction

7 7

EQUITY GAP: 21.6% EQUITY GAP: 26.1%

. % of K12 Students . % of AP Exam Takers . % of AP Exam Takers
Eligible for Free or Who Used an AP Exam Scoring 3+ Who Used an
Reduced-Price Lunch Fee Reduction AP Exam Fee Reduction

Here's the math:

Population Participation Performance
52.3% of K-12 Students 30.7% of AP Exam 26.2% of AP Exam
Eligible for Free Takers Who Takers Scoring 3+
or Reduced-Price Used an AP Exam Who Used an AP Exam
Lunch = Fee Reduction = Fee Reduction =
26,113,604 K-12 382,495 AP Exam Takers 200,311 AP Exam Takers
Students Eligible for Free Who Used an AP Exam Scoring 3+ Who Used an
or Reduced-Price Lunch Fee Reduction AP Exam Fee Reduction
49,944,748 1,245,527 764,702
K-12 Students AP Exam Takers AP Exam Takers
Scoring 3+
WHAT DO THE DATA SHOW?
Equity Gaps Persist

= | ow income students are underrepresented in AP, both in terms of participation
and performance.
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Appendix

Participation
Number of Graduates Who Took an AP Exam Percentage of Graduates Who Took an AP Exam
Total Number of Graduates During High School During High School
2009 2014 2018 2019 2009 2014 2018 2019 2009 2014 2018 2019
Alabama| 42082 | 44427 | 45389 | 44618 6,423 | 12340 | 15434 | 15313 | 153 27.8 340 343
Alaska| 8008 | 7787 | 7607 7,561 1,542 1667 1,935 1,820 19.3 214 254 | 241
Arizona| 62374 | 65553 | 66335 | 66850 | 11259 | 15806 | 20156 | 20253 | 181 241 304 | 303
Arkansas| 28,057 | 29553 | 20853 | 30102 9,861 | 13455 | 14407 | 13,961 35.1 455 483 | 464
California| 372310 | 416784 | 406,351 | 403138 | 123,650 | 159724 | 191,323 | 190,247 | 332 38.2 a1 | 472
Colorado| 47,450 | 51882 | 54851 | 55925 | 15465 | 20,816 | 24466 | 25060 | 326 401 | 446 | 448
Connecticut| 34968 | 37451 | 36292 | 35801 | 10914 | 14737 | 16369 | 16628 | 312 394 | 451 | 464
Delaware| 7839 | 8231 | 8401 | 8423 | 2050 | 2625 | 2945 | 3,006 | 262 319 | 31 | 357
District of Columbia| 3,517 3,755 3,944 4,001 1.341 1,749 2,257 2177 | 381 466 572 | 544
Florida| 153.461 | 161,365 | 164579 | 165917 | 58255 | 82204 | 91974 | 92984 | 380 509 59 | 560
Georgia| 88.003 | 94767 | 99,540 | 101123 | 27,303 | 35906 | 41089 | 40945 | 310 379 a3 | 405
Hawaii| 11508 | 11063 | 11070 | 10613 2130 3,269 4142 4005 | 185 205 374 | 386
Idaho| 16807 | 19,033 | 19724 | 20275 | 2623 | 3382 | 4504 | 4473 | 156 178 | 228 | 221
llinois| 131,670 | 135725 | 135,357 | 134527 | 32681 | 45412 | 55228 | 56607 | 248 335 | 408 | 421
Indiana| 63663 | 67125 | 66504 | 68001 | 12802 | 22,933 | 25807 | 26007 | 20.3 342 | 388 | 382
lowa| 33926 | 32474 | 33153 | 32790 4,661 6,208 7,283 7003 | 137 19.4 20 | 214
Kansas| 30,368 | 31705 | 33162 | 33,384 4,690 5,426 5,833 5397 | 15.4 171 176 | 162
Kentucky| 41851 | 42692 | 42512 | 42585 8721 | 13656 | 15624 | 14807 | 208 320 36.8 | 348
Louisiana| 35622 | 38448 | 40,235 | 39,519 2,821 7471 | 11478 | 11114 7.9 19.4 285 | 281
Maine| 14,093 | 12696 | 12230 | 12,090 4,352 4,682 4,599 4628 | 309 36.9 376 | 383
Maryland| 58304 | 57507 | 56765 | 56287 | 23037 | 27805 | 27,868 | 26421 | 395 484 491 | 469
Massachusetts| 65258 | 65065 | 64930 | 65037 | 18780 | 25622 | 30744 | 31146 | 2838 39.4 473 | 419
Michigan| 112742 | 102422 | 99,073 | 98073 | 22706 | 28795 | 32447 | 32107 | 20 281 328 | 327
Minnesota| 59720 | 56147 | 57744 | 58494 | 14196 | 18118 | 20033 | 20380 | 23. 323 347 | 348
Mississippi| 24505 | 26238 | 26492 | 25593 3,259 3,744 5,907 5,801 13.3 143 23 | 227
Missouri| 62969 | 60786 | 60,741 | 60,348 7555 | 10,049 | 12675 | 12782 12.0 16.5 209 | 212
Montana| 10077 | 9442 | 9142 9,403 1,661 1,972 1,959 1927 | 165 209 24 | 205
Nebraska| 19501 | 20436 | 21,250 | 21599 | 2571 | 3444 | 4120 | 4186 | 132 169 194 | 194
Nevada| 19,904 | 23738 | 23666 | 24058 | 5582 | 7795 | 10,475 | 10,874 | 280 328 | 443 | 452
NewHampshire| 14757 | 13700 | 12964 | 12661 | 3082 | 3356 | 3785 | 3684 | 209 245 | 292 | 291
NewJersey| 95085 | 94,347 | 94077 | 93944 | 24427 | 30817 | 37775 | 38252 | 257 327 402 | 407
NewMexico| 17931 | 18,842 | 19546 | 19,913 3,771 5,149 6,326 6,310 210 27.3 324 | 317
NewYork| 180,917 | 181185 | 178,380 | 177233 | 57265 | 68227 | 79854 | 79,809 | 317 377 448 | 450
NorthCarolina| 86,712 | 95687 | 99,272 | 100794 | 24470 | 29,242 | 38452 | 38079 | 282 306 387 | 378
NorthDakota| 7232 | 6961 | 6996 7.339 735 920 1,474 1596 | 102 132 21 | 217
Ohio| 122203 | 112869 | 114842 | 113296 | 22192 | 28433 | 33584 | 33215 | 18.2 252 | 292 | 203
Oklahoma| 37,219 | 37473 | 39,885 | 40063 | 7355 | 8585 | 9897 | 9760 | 198 229 248 | 244
Oregon| 35138 | 34930 | 34448 | 34418 | 6808 | 8435 | 10483 | 10609 | 19.4 241 | 304 | 308
Pennsylvania| 130,658 | 128,038 | 125963 | 125189 | 24173 | 31102 | 37116 | 36994 | 185 23 2095 | 296
Rhodelsland| 10028 | 9591 | 8,633 9,146 1736 2,658 3,429 3,684 17.3 277 397 | 403
SouthCarolina| 39114 | 41,316 | 44159 | 44,365 9175 | 12,057 | 15172 | 15330 | 235 202 344 | 346
SouthDakota| 8123 | 7894 | 8035 7,890 1312 1,619 1,520 1,512 16.2 205 189 | 192
Tennessee| 60368 | 60967 | 63042 | 62933 9,058 | 11832 | 15576 | 16458 | 15.0 19.4 247 | 262
Texas| 264275 | 300974 | 329644 | 336978 | 76770 | 107,439 | 139506 | 142128 | 29.0 357 23 | 422
Utah| 30463 | 33260 | 37,674 | 38093 | 9179 | 11561 | 13564 | 13,903 | 30 348 | 360 | 365
Vermont|  7.209 6349 | 6015 5,967 2,103 2,208 2,229 2148 | 292 362 371 | 360
Virginia| 79651 | 82490 | 84962 | 85010 | 29,494 | 35318 | 35834 | 35357 37.0 28 22 | a6
Washington| 62764 | 66,299 | 66,606 | 66,807 | 17284 | 22349 | 26245 | 25935 275 337 394 | 388
WestVirginia| 17690 | 17365 | 17218 | 16870 3,070 3,817 4313 4,303 17.4 220 250 | 255
Wisconsin| 65410 | 60,647 | 61,266 | 60711 | 16048 | 19,859 | 22,965 | 22980 | 245 327 375 | 379
Wyoming| 5493 | 5597 | 5720 5,751 803 966 1,295 1332 | 146 173 26 | 232
UNITED STATES (3,039,015 | 3,151,078 |3,196,239 (3,201,506 | 793,300 |1,046,341 | 1,243,475 |1,245527 | 26.1 33.2 38.9 38.9
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Success
Number of Graduates Who Scored 3 or Higher on an AP Exam Percentage of Graduates Who Scored 3 or Higher onan AP
During High School Exam During High School
2009 2014 2018 2019 2009 2014
2,968 4,881 6,388 6415 71 1.0 141 144 |Alabama
975 1,048 1,211 18 | 122 135 159 | 148  |Alaska
6.404 9,080 11,392 1912 | 103 13.9 172 | 178 |Arizona
3197 4,682 5,394 5418 | 114 15.8 181 180 | Arkansas
80,648 105,632 127,418 120201 | 217 253 314 | 321 |california
9,469 12,944 15,519 16304 | 200 249 28.3 292 |Colorado
7172 10,841 11,689 1650 | 222 28.9 32.2 325 | Connecticut
1,083 1,431 1,645 1637 | 138 17.4 196 | 194 |Delaware
260 446 773 789 | 74 11.9 196 197 | Districtof Columbia
30,787 43,147 52,194 53543 | 201 26.7 317 323 |Florida
14,514 19,188 23,081 23417 | 165 202 232 | 22 |Georgia
964 1,304 1,909 1896 | 84 12.6 17.2 179 |Hawaii
1,732 2,256 2,676 2623 | 103 11.9 13.6 129 |Idaho
21,412 30,055 36,952 33266 | 163 221 2723 | 284 |lllinois
6,522 11,305 13,390 13576 | 102 16.8 201 200 |Indiana
2918 3,854 4542 4344 | 86 1.9 187 | 182 |lowa
2,742 3,305 3,517 3500 | 90 10.4 06 | 105 |Kansas
4,326 6,940 7,851 7707 | 103 16.3 185 | 181 |Kentucky
1,245 2,298 3,645 3722 | 35 6.0 9.1 94 |Louisiana
2,564 2,921 2,809 2847 | 182 230 230 | 235  |Maine
14,360 17,444 17,960 17725 | 246 30.3 316 315 |Maryland
13,585 18,148 21,350 21993 | 208 219 329 | 338 |Massachusetts
14,623 19,007 20,941 20869 | 130 186 211 213 | Michigan
9,063 11,839 13,295 13531 | 152 211 230 | 231 |Minnesota
1,019 1,248 1,765 1883 | 42 48 67 14 |Mississippi
4,388 6102 7,399 7594 | 10 10.0 122 | 126 |Missouri
1,066 1,254 1170 1301 | 106 13.3 12.8 138 |Montana
1,443 1,991 2,470 2503 | 14 97 16 120 |Nebraska
3,023 4,304 5,862 6216 | 152 181 248 | 258 [Nevada
2,260 2,490 2,683 2619 | 153 182 207 207 |NewHampshire
17,508 22,895 27,303 27801 | 184 243 29.0 296 [NewJersey
1,661 2128 2,656 2663 | 93 1.3 136 | 134 |NewMexico
37,507 45,830 51,261 51378 | 208 253 287 290 |NewYork
14,668 17,413 21,323 21523 | 169 18.2 215 | 214 |NorthCarolina
448 611 843 928 | 62 8.8 12,0 126 |NorthDakota
13,665 18,007 20,496 20729 | M2 16.0 178 | 183 |Ohio
3,566 4,239 4,817 4752 | 96 13 121 19 |Oklahoma
4,279 5,305 6,364 6662 | 122 15.2 185 | 194 [Oregon
16,001 20,892 24,462 24801 | 122 163 194 | 198 |Pennsylvania
1,074 1,556 1,911 203 | 107 162 221 223 |Rhodelsland
5,233 7,159 8771 9027 | 134 17.3 199 | 203 [SouthCarolina
853 1,053 1,070 108 | 105 13.3 13.3 129 |SouthDakota
4,835 6,258 8,220 8771 | 80 103 130 | 139 |Tennessee
39,825 55,673 72171 75844 | 151 18.5 219 | 225 |Texas
6136 8,037 9,589 o714 | 201 24.2 255 | 255  |Utah
1,454 1628 1,547 1535 | 202 25.6 25.7 257 |Vermont
18,552 22,870 24,251 24492 | 233 277 285 | 288 |Virginia
10,376 13,606 15,719 16088 | 165 205 236 | 241 |Washington
1,359 1677 1,897 2000 | 77 97 M0 | 19 |WestVirginia
11,035 13,953 15,991 15911 | 169 230 26.1 262 |Wisconsin
426 563 737 ™ | 18 101 12.9 125 | Wyoming
477,883 632,918 750,289 764,702 15.7 20.1 23.5 23.9 UNITED STATES
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