
Living on the Edge 

PA to WI to LBI 
As a young child I lived with my family in Pennsylvania, and we would 

take summer vacations on Long Beach Island. My Dad’s idea of the per-

fect day was morning fishing and the afternoon on the beach. This was 

followed by clams. My family moved to Wisconsin in 1969, and although 

Lake Michigan is a Great Lake, it is no ocean. We enjoyed our years 

there, but we always returned to LBI for the best summer vacations. 

I moved to Long Beach Island in the summer of 2013. I had spent many 

wonderful summers as a kid in the bay and on the beaches. Fishing and 

playing in the surf have always been some of my favorite things to do. 

Re-introduction to the Barnegat Bay 
Once I arrived on the island, I wanted to learn more about everything, 

the plants, animals, the bay and ocean… where to start? Ocean County 

College had a great answer, the Barnegat Bay Volunteer Master        

Naturalist class, one night a week plus Saturdays for several weeks in 

the early spring. I was ready to learn so much! 

Week after week, we visited parks all over Ocean County. We learned 

why they were important in the historical context of this little slice of 

heaven. We looked closely at trees and plants that are native to the 

area and what they bring to the ecosystem of the piney woods or the 

broad beach.  

 

We kayaked through lakes and small streams, looking at the water 

heading to the Barnegat Bay - have you ever noticed the color of 

the water after it moves through a cedar forest? 

This class also provided friends. It was a wonderful mix of women 

and men, young and not so young, experts in birding and kayaking, 

and novices who were drinking it all in. It was a great spring. The 

fine group of folks in my class gather a few times a year to check out 

a park, river or seminar together. 
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I was ready to explore and increase my perspective of my new 
home. Paddle 4 the Edge seemed like a perfect way to take a 
careful look at the edges of the Barnegat Bay. Each year in June 
and July, I have the chance to slowly survey the edge of Cedar 
Bonnet Island and its surroundings.  I have taken a very close 
look at the mussels, our heroes, and the fiddler crabs with their 
very bad habits. My nieces, nephews, son, friends and neigh-
bors have all joined me on these summer tours. We have 
learned a lot about the Bay and the damage we do to the edge 
when we go too fast to notice the wonder of it all.  

Paddle 4 the Edge 

“Get out of your kayak or canoe and check out the edge of the bay, you will be 
surprised at what you see!” 

ReClam the Bay 

In the summer of 2020, I was able to join the Surf City ReClam 
the Bay group, an amazing group of folks who are truly dedicat-
ed to the health of the bay. ReClam offers comprehensive clas-
ses that are packed full of information from scientists to ex-
perts in the field. They offer an opportunity to gain an under-
standing of the clams and shellfish that keep the water clean, 
the vegetation or lack thereof in the bay, and what is working 
and what needs attention. The ReClam gang know their stuff! 
 
When you meet the ReClam teams working at the upwellers 
placed at many of the yacht and sailing clubs along the bay, you  
 

will see their passion to pass on what they have learned about 
the clams and other critters that live in the bay. They will help 
you understand why it is so important to keep the shellfish 
healthy and abundant. They will put 60,000 seed clams in your 
hands in the spring and you will watch them grow week by 
week until it is time for their move to the bay. It is wonderful 
when families stop by to see what you are up to. The kids 
can’t believe how little the clams are and how cute the puffer-
fish is…you have times near the water with great people who 
know their stuff and love Long Beach Island. 
 
I have learned to love LBI even more than I did when I was a 
kid. The importance of keeping the barrier islands thriving is evident, not only for those of us who are lucky 
enough to live on them, but for all to enjoy and learn the wonders of living on the edge.  


