Jerry Appleby:
- Years ago the board created the role of VP-Finance and CFO specifically because we wanted Jerry's long expertise in managing T&C financial processes.
- Jerry, as much as any single person, is responsible for T&C's remarkable financial position, having built a disciplined, analytical approach that has made financial stewardship a core competence at T&C.
- But you probably knew all that already. Here's what you might not know:
- In his earlier years in the 80s and 90s, Jerry spent as much time on a mowing tractor, moving dirt, and spreading water on campus as anybody at T&C.  
- Jerry's done everything at T&C - be a dad, coach, run leagues, serve on club committees, be the club president, and participate in every major decision we've faced over the last 30 years.
- He, and Bob Kier, invested their own money to start the T&C major investments fund
 - Under Jerry's leadership, T&C honored Kathy Manning with Optimist International Life Membership recognition as well.

 
Susie Petersen:
- After 20+ years of serving as the T&C Club Secretary, Susie announced that she is stepping down
- Fortunately, Susie may be stepping down from the T&C Club Secretary role as the all-time legend, but she's staying on the T&C board.  
- You may know Susie as the icon of meeting notes, but here are some things you might not know about Susie:
- Susie was a T&C mom 3 decades back, helping out in every way as her kids played various T&C sports. She and Kathy Manning were the two ladies who braved joining the club when OI finally opened up membership to women. It's weird to think it now, but when the club was founded in 1974, women weren't allowed to be members. They were allowed to do a lot of the work however, and many of them did. They were called OptiMrs’s and they ran the concessions, did lots of the communicating, spread all the word of mouth promotion, and no doubt showed the kids that playing sports can be fun.
- Susie braved the new world of female club membership, eventually joining the board.  
- Susie is also known, at least to some of us, for some other things. Did you know that for the longest time Susie has trekked down to Zilker Park every day for an early morning swim at Barton Springs?
- And did you know that Susie's daughter had a major hand in the design of the current entrance signs to the T&C campus that we put up a few years back?
- Susie's own impact on T&C over so many years is indelible. Literally, her name is on every meeting minutes document... Her ability in the secretary role has been a blessing - so patient, so diligent, so thoughtful, so collaborative, so respectful....she's one in a million.
- It is only appropriate, as Susie moves on as secretary but stays engaged on the board, that we also recognize Susie Petersen with Optimist International Life Membership from the club, joining Kathy, Jerry, and Bob with this special honor.

Bob Kier:
- Most of us know Bob Kier as the guy who is always speaking up that we bring in new folks to the club, who always asks the questions about helping every kid get a chance to play sports, and who also is the first to make a motion to approve the minutes.
- You may also know that Bob was a T&C soccer dad and coach thirty plus years back, and that just a couple of seasons ago he volunteered to coach a U4/U5 team to fill an urgent need for more volunteer coaches.
- But here are some things you might not know:
- Bob was T&C's club president in 2000 when our two story clubhouse building burned to the ground. He didn't start the fire, but he did lead the efforts to regroup afterwards and keep the sports programs and campus facilities moving forward. 
- Also some years back, it was Bob Kier's leadership with the Austin Sertoma Club to make the donation that built our covered pavilion that's used every weekend during the season.
- More recently, it was Bob once again engaging with the Austin Sertoma Club to secure the key donation for the construction of our game courts, today actively used for futsal training.
- And it was Bob, along with Jerry, who invested their own money to initiate T&C's major investments fund.  
- For these and more many contributions over 3 plus decades of service, we are honored to award Bob with Optimist Life Member recognition, to join the special company of Kathy, Jerry, and Susie.

