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February 6, 2026
Dear Business Leader,
An ongoing measles outbreak in South Carolina has led to additional cases appearing in a growing number of North Carolina counties this year. Nearly all these cases have been in people who have not been vaccinated for measles. The North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (NCDHHS) and Catawba County Public Health are both taking proactive steps to prepare for any potential cases or outbreaks in Catawba County and we urge our community’s businesses and employers to also take measures to prevent spread.
Actions your business can take:
· Ask staff to be aware of their immunization status and locate records of their immunity, including written documentation of vaccination or laboratory reports of immunity or past measles illness. It is important for staff and employers to understand that if they do not have proof of immunity, they will have to stay home from work for up to 21 days if they are exposed to measles. For more information about finding out your immunity status, visit Tips to Locate Your Immunization Record.
· Staff with children who do not have immunity and are exposed to measles may need to stay home to care for their family, as these children will not be able to attend school or a child care facility for up to 21 days. 
· Staff absences can potentially disrupt business operations. Prepare staffing coverage plans to account for staff who may need to be out for an extended period of time. Staff who miss work for quarantines or isolation may need additional flexibilities for time off or financial assistance to avoid hardship for their family.
The best way to prevent measles from getting a foothold in the community is vaccination. It is especially important that children receive the measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine. People who are unsure of their vaccination history or have questions about vaccination are encouraged to contact their family’s health care provider. The MMR vaccine is widely available in Catawba County and is available at Catawba County Public Health’s Immunizations Clinic. Appointments can be made by calling (828) 695-5881.) 
Our Communicable Disease Team is available to assist with questions by calling (828) 695-5800.
Sincerely, 
[image: A picture containing text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Jennifer McCracken, RN, BSN, MPA
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