
First Sunday after the Epiphany                               January 10, 2021  
         The Baptism of our Lord 
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Prelude              Mothering God you give me birth 
Opening Hymn        Jesus to Jordan’s waters came     
 

Celebrant          Blessed by God, Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier 
 People     And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.    

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 
 

       God be with you 
 People And also with you 
 

Celebrant Let us pray 



Gracious God, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed 
him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all 
who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and 
boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives 
and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures  

Genesis 1: 1 - 5 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God 
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called 
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 
 

The Reader may say  
Love has taken a name and a form 

   People:   Becoming meek for helpless creatures, and walking among us 
 

Canticle  Save the country 

A Reading from the Epistles of the Early Church 

Acts 18: 1 - 7 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, 
in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul 
had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues 
and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 
 



The Reader may say 
A son came to earth to dwell with the outcasts and rejected, the lowly, the  

simple, the victims of violence and those in crisis 
             People:  May we be of a mind to keep the same company. 

 

Gradual Wade in the water 

The Holy Gospel 

Then the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (1: 4 -11) 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon  The Rev. Ken Phelps, Jr.  
 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows   
  

Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth  

 
Celebrant:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 



He was conceived by the power of the Holy  
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the  

Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 

 
Celebrant:  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People:  I will, with God’s help. 

 
Celebrant:  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 

repent and return to the Lord? 
People:  I will, with God’s help. 

 
Celebrant:   Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 

Christ? 
People:   I will, with God’s help. 

 
Celebrant:   Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself? 
People:   I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant:   Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect 

the dignity of every human being? 
People:   I will, with God’s help.    
  

       Celebrant:     May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has  
given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed  
upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in authentic life by his grace, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
   



The Prayers of the People 

As we gather around the waters of baptism today, gather us to your heart. Increase 
our commitment to the vows we have made to follow you. Give our spiritual 
leaders wisdom, patience and guidance. Especially we remember before you 
Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Eugene and Robert our Bishops, Ken and Lisa, 
our clergy, Betsy, our clergy emeritus; Kip, Patrick, Deb, Tom and Barbara, our 
wardens; Steve, our treasurer; our vestry and other mission leaders; those who 
serve the Gospel at St Anne’s, Annapolis, St Luke’s, Eastport, and St Margaret’s, 
Annapolis; and, for Kathryn E. Beaver, Margaret S. Brach, Thomas M. A. 
Clement, Derek H. Miller, and Peter J. Vazquez-Schmitt. Pray for God’s people 
and their leaders.   Silence 
 
As we survey the news of the nations, sharpen our attention to what is happening 
in the world around us. Compel us to work against the darkness of prejudice, 
hostility, and fear; help us to free ourselves and all who are burdened by the yoke 
of racism, injustice, terrorism, hunger, and war. Compel us to pray for those in 
authority and for the people they govern, that there may be peace between nations 
and neighbors. Especially we pray for Donald, President of the United States; Joe, 
President-elect; Larry, Governor of the State of Maryland; and those who serve us 
in County and State.  Pray for God’s world and all her people.   Silence 
 
As we build relationships with those with who we live and work, open our eyes to 
your presence in their lives and the ways we can serve you by serving them. Pray 
for your neighbors and friends.   Silence 
 
As we see those who suffer in any way, especially those who are impacted in so 
many ways by the COVID virus, increase our capacity our capacity to love and to 
pray.  Pray for those who are suffering with illness and the struggles of life. 

 

(Members are encouraged to pray silently or aloud for those known and unknown to 
our community. When all petitions have been offered, and a period of silence has 
been kept, the leader continues…) 
 

 
As we say goodbye to those who have departed this life, comfort in our grief, 
assure us of your love. Especially we remember Doug Ward, Michael Moore, and 
Mike Gurwitz. Pray for those who have died and those who mourn them. 
Silence 
 



The Celebrant continues 
 
Loving God hear the prayers of your people.  May the light of this season be born 
anew in all. Let our hearts beat as one. Let our trust increase and be born out in 
faithful acts of kindness and mercy.  May we live together in peace.  Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 The peace of Christ be always with you 
 People And also with you 
 

Announcements  
   

The Holy Communion  

The Offertory     Save the People 
 
 

Celebrant: O God, baptize our hearts into a sense of the needs and conditions of all 
People:  That we might be of a mind to flood the earth with mercy and bread .  

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant:  May God be with you 
People: And also with you 

    Open your hearts 
    We open them to God and one another 
      Let us give thanks to God, our Creator 
    It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 

Then, facing the Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.   Because in the mystery of the Word 
made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of 
your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:     
        

Celebrant and People 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory.    Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 



Then the Celebrant continues 
 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.  To deliver us from the 
power of sin and a living death, and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked 
with favor upon Mary your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a 
son, Jesus, your Word become flesh. 
 

Living among us, Jesus loved us.  He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, 
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.  He yearned to draw all 
the world to you, yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.  Then, the time 
came for him to offer upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, only to be glorified by 
you. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  He took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take and eat.  
This is my body, which is given for you.  Do this to remember me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.  Again, he gave thanks to you, 
gave it to them and said:  “Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of God’s new 
Covenant, sealed with my blood.  Whenever you drink from this cup, remember 
me.” 
 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Jesus, born 
this night, crucified and risen, who was, and is, and is to come, we offer to you 
our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves as a living sacrifice. 
 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of 
Christ.  Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation. 
And, in the fullness of time bring us with all your saints, from every tribe and 
language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the 
foundation of the world. 
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of your Holy Spirit, to 
you be honor and glory and praise, for ever and ever.   

 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

People and Celebrant      
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 



from evil. For the kingdom, power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.   
 

Celebrant: In this season of incarnation you remind us that we are one  
human family, and so we eat from one loaf and drink from 
one cup 

People:            Thank you, loving God, for the food that makes us one in spirit, and  
   for the child that makes us one in you. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray.     

Celebrant and People 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing 
with spiritual food in the sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.  Now send us 
forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the 
world and continue in the risen life of Christ our redeemer. Amen. 

Benediction 

Closing Hymn Come to the river 

Dismissal 
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