Prayer for Memorial Day

O God, we ask your strength, that we might dedicate ourselves to perfecting your
kingdom of peace and justice among nations. Let us give thanks for the many
blessings of freedom which we possess, purchased at the cost of many lives and
sacrifices. Fill us with courage to fulfill our tasks and in no way break faith with the
tallen. We commend these fallen to your mercy and ask that you give them eternal
rest. This we ask and pray in your name. people Amen.

O God, whose days are without end, and whose mercies cannot be numbered, draw
near to all who mourn the loss of those near and dear to them. In the midst of their
deep sorrow grant them the comfort of your presence. Give them faith to feel the
calm assurance of your mercy and to know the blessing of your peace that passes all
understanding. In your most holy name we pray. people Amen.

Collect for Thanksgiving for Heroic Service

O Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grateful hearts the men and
women of our country who in the day of decision ventured much for the liberties we
now enjoy. Grant that we may not rest until all the people of this land share in the
benefits of true freedom and gladly accept its disciplines. This we ask in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Prayers for Peace

O Great Spirit of our Ancestors, we raise the pipe to you, to your messengers the four
winds, and to Mother Earth who provides for your children. Give us the wisdom to
teach our children to love, to respect, to be kind to each other so that they may grow
with peace in mind. Let us learn to share all the good things that you provide for us
on this Earth. Amen. (from the Native American tradition)

Come, let us go to the mountain of the Lord, that we may walk the paths of the Most
High. And we shall beat our swords into ploughshares and our spears into pruning
hooks. Nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any
more. And none shall be afraid, for the mouth of the Lord of Hosts has spoken.
Amen. (from the Jewish tradition)

Praise be to the Lord of the Universe who has created us and made us into tribes and
nations that we may know each other, not that we may despise each other. If the
enemy incline towards peace, do thou also incline towards peace, and trust in God,



for the Lord is one that hears and knows all things. And the servants of God Most
Gracious are those who walk on the Earth in humility, and when we address them, we
say, “Peace.” Amen. (from the Islamic tradition)

Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide the nations of the world into the way of
justice and truth, and establish among them that peace which is the fruit of
righteousness, that they may become the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen. (from the Christian tradition)



