
The 25th Sunday after Pentecost                    Christ the King Sunday                              
                                        November 22, 2020       
                              

    Meeting ID    715 310 766                                                     Password  014954
        

                        
 

Prelude              We are the world/Heal the world 
Opening Hymn         Alleluia, sing to Jesus 
 

Celebrant          Blessed by God, Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier 
 People     And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.    

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 
 

       God be with you 
 People And also with you 
 

Celebrant Let us pray 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your 
well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant 
that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed 
and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



The Lessons 

A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures  

Ezekiel 34: 11 – 16, 20 - 24 

Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will 
seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been 
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the 
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own 
land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all 
the inhabited parts of the land.  
 

I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their 
pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich 
pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I 
will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring 
back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but 
the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat 
sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and 
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and 
wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 
between sheep and sheep. I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant 
David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, 
the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; 
I, the Lord, have spoken. 

The Reader may say  
If you were content Lord, you would not bother us; but you are restless. 

People: May your restlessness be born in us, that you upset our easiness and  
require us to respond. 
 

Psalm 100     Sung (Words on screen) 

A Reading from the Epistles of the Early Church 

Ephesians 1: 15 - 23 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in 



my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so 
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among 
the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to 
work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the 
head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all. 

The Reader may say 
Use me, O Lord, for the work you have me do. 

People: And taking me, help me not to resist you. 
 

Gradual Whatsoever you do 

The Holy Gospel 

Then the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (25: 31 - 46) 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered 
before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand 
and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 
was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 
you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 



you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it 
to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart 
from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to 
drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give 
me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will 
answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer 
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you 
did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.” 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon  Ms. Genny Nesslage 
 

Sermon Hymn     Jesus Christ is waiting, waiting in the street 
 

An Affirmation of Faith (New Zealand Book of Common Prayer)  
  

Celebrant: We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
People:  We believe in God: Who has created and is creating, 

      Who has come in Jesus, The Word made flesh,  
to reconcile and make new, 

    Who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
    We trust in God. We are called to be the Church: 
    To celebrate God’s presence, 
    To love and to serve others, 
    To seek justice and resist evil, 

 To proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
    In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
    We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
 
An Invitation to Repentance 

The Celebrant says: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   



 Celebrant and people: 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your 
will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, 
and in the world that you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and 
strengthen us through our savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

 
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

Inspired by the Spirit, we offer our prayers to God, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, saying:  Lord, have mercy. 

 
For the ministers of the church, especially for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, 
Eugene and Robert our Bishops, Ken and Lisa, our clergy, Betsy, our clergy 
emeritus. Kip, Patrick, Deb, Tom and Barbara, our wardens, Steve, our 
treasurer; for our vestry and other mission leaders, and for those who serve 
the Gospel at Holy Trinity, Essex; Messiah, Baltimore; and, St David’s, 
Roland Park; and, for J. Joseph Hart, Frank H. Bailey, and Henrietta L. Wiley   
Silence    we pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.   

 
For every member of the human family, that we be guided to all truth by the 
Spirit of truth     Silence         we pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.   

 
For the stewards of the earth, and for the renewed witness to the gospel 
among people serving in positions of public trust, especially for Donald, 
President of the United States, and Joe Biden, President-elect, Larry, 
Governor of the State of Maryland, and those who serve us in County and 
State; that all accept creation as a wondrous gift, and work to preserve its 
beauty, and the dignity and respect of all creatures great and small      Silence         
we pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.    

 
For all the sick and suffering, the lonely and the dying, especially all others we 
raise before you… 
 



(Members are encouraged to pray silently or aloud for those known and 
unknown to our community. When all petitions have been offered, and a period 
of silence has been kept, the leader continues…) 
 

That their affliction lead to endurance, their endurance to virtue, and their 
virtue to hope          Silence          we pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.   

 
For those who have died, especially Randy Fidler, and for those who mourn 
them   Silence     we pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.   
 

For those who are in any way affected by the outbreak of the COVID-19 
coronavirus. Comfort and sustain those who have been stricken; relieve their 
pain and restore to them your gifts of gladness and strength. Grant to all in 
authority the courage to make wise decisions that are essential for the 
common good and strengthen them to lead institutions that care for those 
whom they serve. Watch over all first responders and those in the medical 
professions whose duty it is to care for the sick; guard them from all danger, 
and keep them safe in the knowledge that is through their sacrifice and service 
that the health of the whole community is promoted,       Silence      we pray to 
the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those whose lives have been forever altered by racial violence. We 
remember our Black brothers and sisters, beloved children of God, groaning 
under the weight of redlining, segregation, underfunded schools, unequal 
economic opportunity, indignity, and ever-present fear. We pray for those 
who protest, those whose lives and property have been disrupted and for 
those who seek to maintain order and safety. May your generous and gentle 
spirit be present. We remember our public officials, beloved children of God, 
managing a global pandemic and the grief and anger in our communities. We 
remember our police officers, beloved children of God, whom we ask, often 
without appropriate training, to respond to human beings in their worst and 
most vulnerable moments and who feel their loyalties divided or their cause 
unclear, and who feel afraid for themselves, their partners, their families, and 
their fellow citizens. We remember those who have pledged their lives to racist 
ideologies, beloved children of God. We acknowledge the pain they have 
caused to victims of violence, to their communities, to their families, and to 
their own souls. We know that the sickness of racism is in this nation’s very 
bedrock and we beg your mercy to free all your people from it. Help us turn 
away from this sin of division and toward your all-encompassing love.          
Silence     we pray to the Lord.  Lord have mercy. 



 

For our nation, in this time of uncertainty and crisis. We raise before you our 
fears, our anxiety, our deepest concerns and our greatest hopes. We pray that 
you will bring us together in this moment as a people; that we may rise as one 
to the single purpose of doing all in our power to protect dignity, promote 
justice, and support the healing and safety and recovery of all our neighbors, 
near and far, that in committing ourselves to the welfare of the other we may 
discover that the love that binds us is greater than anything that might 
separate us.     Silence       we pray to the Lord.  Lord have mercy. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
O God, from whom good things flow, we thank you and bless you.  Answer 
our prayers and bring us hope through Jesus Christ your Son, who lives with 
you in the unity of the Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 The peace of Christ be always with you 
 People And also with you 
 

Announcements  
 Stewardship Minute 

 

The Holy Communion  

The Offertory    Celebration   M. Davis, L. Cedeno, T. Crudu, M. Greenwood, E.  
Oekmen, W. Thomas, C. Thompson          Perf. By Playing for Change 
Foundation Children 

 
 

Celebrant:    Loving God, in the service of your Kingdom, grant us the  
peace we may have, show us the peace we should seek. 

People:       And give us the strength to do without, especially the peace we 
must forego for Jesus’ sake.  

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant:     God be with you.  
People:       And also with you.  
Celebrant:     Lift up your hearts.  
People:     We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to God.  
People:      It is right to give God thanks and praise.  



The Celebrant continues 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Author of all that is good and holy. For by water and the Spirit you have made us a 
new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your love and reconciliation in 
all the world. Therefore, with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with 
all creation as we say: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory.    Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of the children of Abraham to be your 
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word 
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 

 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out 
of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is God’s new Covenant, sealed with my 
blood. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, we acclaim you, O Christ, 
 
Celebrant and People:   

This is the death we celebrate    This is the new life we proclaim 
This is the vision we live 

The Celebrant continues 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 



 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.  AMEN.  
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

People and Celebrant 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant:   We are one people; one body in Christ, for we eat of 
one loaf and drink from one cup. 

People:  Thank you, gracious God, for the food that makes us one with  
you, and one with each other 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray.    Celebrant and People 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, 
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you 
praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your 
resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you 
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come 



spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord 
Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in 
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen 

Benediction 

Closing Hymn Bring forth the kingdom 

Postlude  Bach    Concerto in G III Vivace 
 
 
 
 
Our weekly stewardship message is printed on the next page… (So keep 
reading!!) 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christ the King Sunday 

Where all are queens and kings 
BY J. DAVEY GERHARD 

The Church designates the final Sunday of the 
Church year as the Feast of Christ the King, a day in 
which the united rule of Christ over all of the 
universe is celebrated. In many communities, it is a 

high feast, with altar guilds preparing white vestments, flower 
guilds celebrating God’s glory in elaborate displays, and hymns 
filled with alleluias. What a way to end the year, to celebrate 
stewardship, and to prepare for Advent!   

But before we get too carried away with the grandeur of it all, 
today’s Gospel tells a different story about kingship and 
leadership: It tells of service. Typical of Jesus, he begins with what 
we expect — in this case power and triumph – and turns it upside 
down and in doing so, reminds us that it is through our ministry 
that we increase the role of the Church in our community. True 
power doesn’t come through force or wealth or conquest, it is derived from generosity, charity, 
and love. We change the hearts and minds of our neighbors by loving them and serving them. 

Throughout this stewardship season we have heard about the mission of our own churches. You 
have learned about the ways that your gifts impact the life of your church and your neighbors. 
Perhaps this year you met the challenges of a global pandemic by adapting your worship. Maybe 
you responded to the needs of your community by increasing your outreach or your ministry to 
serve your neighbors. What is certain is that you had the opportunity to express your love and 
your hope for the world through your annual gift to your church. 

We seek and serve Christ in all people by serving our neighbors. This is the great commandment 
of Jesus to his followers and it is one of the promises we make at our Baptism. When we are asked 
by those we meet on the street or those to whom we minister in our communities if we will offer 
them drink when they thirst, or visit them when they are lonely, or give them food when they 
hunger, our answer will be yes! Through our generosity and our faith, we are called to that same 
royal line as Jesus, leaders in our communities. Now that is a feast worth celebrating! 

J. Davey Gerhard is the Executive Director of The Episcopal Network for Stewardship, and lives and teaches his faith 
in San Francisco, California 
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