
                                 

 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter                            May 17, 2020 

                   Rogation Sunday 

Opening Hymn    Morning Has Broken (lyrics on screen) 

Celebrant:   The Lord is risen 
People:         The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!   
 
Celebrant:  We read from sacred story that in the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth and caused the sun to shine and the rain to fall, the plants to 
grow and the earth to give forth her bounty.  The Lord is the giver of life in the seed, 
in the soil, and in the sowers.  Then God said, let us make humankind in our image 



and we were made from the dust of the earth.  The Lord gave the whole world into 
our care, that we might rule and serve all God’s creatures. 

 

We are now assembled to ask God’s blessing on the seed that has been planted, the 
soil that has been cultivated, the animals that share the Earth with us, those who 
labor in the service of God and for the good of all creation. 

  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray.    
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you made the universe with all its marvelous order, 
its atoms, worlds, and galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living creatures; Grant 
that, as we probe the mysteries of your creation, we may come to know you more 
truly, and more surely fulfill our role in your eternal purpose; in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Lessons 

A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures  

Proverbs 8: 12, 22 - 31 

I, wisdom, live with prudence, and I attain knowledge and discretion.  The Lord 
created me at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of long ago.  Ages ago I 
was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth.  When there were no 
depths I was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding with water.  
Before the mountains had been shaped, before the hills, I was brought forth -- when 
he had not yet made earth and fields, or the world's first bits of soil.  When he 
established the heavens, I was there, when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 
when he made firm the skies above, when he established the fountains of the deep, 
when he assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress his 
command, when he marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside him, 
like a master worker; and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, 
rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the human race.  

The Reader may say 



  The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

Canticle of Creation    by St. Francis of Assisi, Patron of Ecology (1182-1226) 

 

O most high, omnipotent, good Lord God, to you belong praise, glory, honor, and 
all blessing.  Praised be my Lord God with all creatures; and especially our brother 
the sun, who brings us the day and the light; who is fair and shining with a very 
great splendor; Praise be to God. 

Praised be my Lord for our sister the moon, and for the stars which you have set 
clear and lovely in heaven; Praise be to God. 

Praised be my Lord for our brother the wind, and for air and clouds, calms, and all 
weather; Praise be to God. 

Praised be my Lord for our sister water, who is of great help to us and humble and 
precious and clean; Praise be to God. 

Praised be my Lord for our brother fire, by whom you light up the night, and who is 
bright and pleasant and very mighty and strong; Praise be to God.  

Praised be my Lord for our mother the earth, who sustains us and keeps us, and 
brings forth diverse fruits, and flowers of many colors, and grass; Praise be to God. 

Praised be my Lord for all those who pardon one another for your love’s sake, and 
who bear weakness and tribulation; Praise be to God. 

Blessed are they who peaceably shall endure, walking by your most holy will; for you,  

O most high, shall give them a crown; 

Praise and bless the Lord, give him thanks, and serve him with great humility.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer for Agriculture  

Almighty God, we thank you for making the earth fruitful, so that it might 
produce what is needed for life:  Bless those who work in the fields; give us 
seasonable weather; and grant that we may all share the fruits of the earth, 
rejoicing in your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

A Prayer for Towns and Rural Areas  



Lord Christ, when you came among us, you proclaimed the kingdom of God 
in villages, towns, and lonely places:  Grant that your presence and power may 
be known throughout this land.  Have mercy upon all of us who live and 
work in rural areas, especially Calvert County; and grant that all the people of 
our nation may give thanks to you for food and drink and all other bodily 
necessities of life, respect those who labor to produce them, and honor the 
land and the water from which these good things come.  All this we ask in 
your holy Name.  Amen 

A Blessing of the Soil  

O gracious God, who opens Your hand and fills all things living with plenty; 
Bless the lands and waters, and multiply the harvests of the world; let Your 
Spirit go forth, that it may renew the face of the earth; show Your loving-
kindness, that our land may give her increase; and save us from selfish use of 
what You give, that men and women everywhere may give You thanks; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

A Reading from the Epistles of the Early Church 

Colossians 1:15-20 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers – all things have been created through 
him and for him.  He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together.  He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything.  For in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. 

 

The Reader may say  

  The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

A Song of Creation 

Officiant:  Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord,  



People:   praise him and highly exalt him for ever, 

Officiant:  In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, 

People:   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Officiant:  Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, O whales and all  

that move in the waters.  All birds of the air, glorify the Lord,  

People:  praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Officiant:  Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, and all you flocks and herds. 

 O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord,  

People:  praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Officiant:  Let us glorify the Lord; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;  

People:  praise him and highly exalt him for ever, 

Officiant:  In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord,  

People:  praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 

A Prayer for the Conservation of Natural Resources 

Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us 
fellow workers in your creation:  Give us wisdom and reverence so to use the 
resources of nature, that no one may suffer from our abuse of them, and that 
generations yet to come may continue to praise you for your bounty; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

A Blessing of Animals 

O Heavenly Father, who in your goodness had the birds and beasts of the 
stable share in the mystery and the wonder of the Holy Nativity of your dear 
Son, guard and bless, we beseech you, the animals which you have provided to 
assist us in our labors and needs; as well as those who are for your pleasure 
alone, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Gradual Now the green blade riseth  (lyrics on screen) 



Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (14: 15 – 21) 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 
you. 

”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world 
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On 
that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and 
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 
myself to them.” 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon    Rev. Margaret VanAuker 
 

Litany for God’s Family 

That you will give us skill and enterprise in husbanding the resources of the 
earth, that all your children may have food enough;  We beseech you, O Lord. 

That we may not try to live by bread alone, but measure all our wealth and all  

 our labor by your standards;    We beseech you, O Lord. 

That the condition of our daily toil may not starve the souls of persons whom  

 you have made for yourself;    We beseech you, O Lord. 

That the conscience of all people may be so aroused that we shall no more eat  

 the bread of oppression, but work together in friendship and justice; 



We beseech you, O Lord.   

That you will give us all a deeper sense of our membership one of another, so 
that the bonds of our economic life may be the expression of our fellowship 
in Christ;   We beseech you, O Lord.                            

That our diverse labor in families may not separate us one from the other,  

 but may draw us to closer love for each other;  We beseech you, O Lord.  
  

A Prayer for Stewardship of Creation 

O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living 
creature:  Make us always thankful for your loving providence; and grant that 
we, remembering  the account that we must one day give, may be faithful 
stewards of your good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and 
the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

A Blessing of Families 

Bless, O Lord, our farms and families, and those who live there and do their 
work.  Bless the labors of all workers in their capacities on this earth.  Grant 
that those who work may reap the fruits of their labor, enjoy your gifts in 
gratitude and generosity, and find peace and renewal in rest.  Bless our 
Church Family.  Give them health and purity, strength and humility, 
goodness and meekness, the fulfillment of the law of Christ and thanksgiving 
to God, now and always.   May those who sow, those who build, those who 
plan, those who govern, those who care and those who worship do all to your 
Glory and bless your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

General Prayers  

We pray for all who labor for the Gospel. For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; 
Eugene and Robert, our Bishops; and for our brothers and sisters who serve 
the Gospel at St Anne’s, Annapolis; St Luke’s, Eastport; and, St Margaret’s, 
Annapolis; and for John T. Smith, Walter V. L. Eversley, and Portia R. C. 
Hirschman. We pray for Ken and Lisa, our clergy. Kip, Patrick, Tom, Deb and 
Barbara, our Wardens, Steve, our Treasurer, our Vestry, and other mission 
leaders.        



We pray for those who guide the course of nations may be led to wise 
decisions and right actions for those whom they serve. Especially we pray for 
Donald, President of the United States, Larry, Governor of the State of 
Maryland, and all who serve us in our County and State      

 
We pray for the sick, the infirm, and disturbed might experience the healing 
power of the Spirit of the risen Christ, especially those we now name before 
you 

 
(Members are encouraged to pray silently or aloud for those known and unknown to 
our community.) 

 
We pray for those who have died in the faith, especially Johnny Guy, Blaun 
Brewton, John Bruns and Ben Smith+, that they may serve as examples to us 
who continue in our pilgrimage on earth         
 
We pray your healing mercies upon all who are in any way affected by the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 coronavirus. Comfort and sustain those who have 
been stricken; relieve their pain and restore to them your gifts of gladness and 
strength. Grant to all in authority the courage to make wise decisions that are 
essential for the common good and strengthen them to lead institutions that 
care for those whom they serve. Watch over all first responders and those in 
the medical professions whose duty it is to care for the sick; guard them from 
all danger, and keep them safe in the knowledge that is through their sacrifice 
and service that the health of the whole community is promoted. 
 

The celebrant continues 
Lord, we do trust you and want to respond to your call.  Help us in our 
moments of confusion and despair, and lead us into acts of kindness, 
compassion and reconciliation, for the sake of the one who died and lives 
again, even Jesus Christ, the first and the last, the living one, in whose name 
we pray. Amen. 
    

The Peace 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 



  

People  And also with you. 
 
Announcements 

The Holy Communion  

The Offertory       Turn, Turn, Turn 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 

Celebrant:     The Lord be with you.  
People:       And also with you.  
Celebrant:     Lift up your hearts.  
People:     We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:      It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

 

The Celebrant continues 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.  
From before time you made ready the creation.  Your Spirit moved over the deep 
and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; 
and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your 
ways.  But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares 
for her children, you would not forget us.  Time and again you called us to live in 
the fullness of your love.  And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the 
chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to praise you as we 
shout with joy: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory.    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 



Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.  To deliver us from the 
power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor 
upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the 
holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us.  He broke bread with outcasts 
and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.  He yearned to 
draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.  Then, 
the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 
glorified by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  He took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said:  “Take, eat:  This 
is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.  Again, he gave thanks to you, 
gave it to them, and said:  “Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, 
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread 
and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.  Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth 
and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have 
made.  In the fullness of time bring us, with your saints, from every tribe and 
language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the 
foundation of the world.  Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  

AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    
 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

       
      
      
            



And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant:   We are one people; one body in Christ, for we eat of       
                               one loaf and drink from one cup. 

People:  Thank you, gracious God, for the food that makes us one with  
you, and one with each other 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 
Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and 
thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I 
await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament 
of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse 
and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from 
you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen 

Benediction 

Closing Hymn   All things bright and beautiful  (lyrics on screen) 

Dismissal 


