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Introit              Wait for the Lord 
  

Celebrant          Blessed by God, Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier 
 People     And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.    
 

An Invitation to Repentance 

The Celebrant says: 
We repent the wrongs we have done:  
 
Celebrant and people: 
Loving God, you have made each of us in the image of your creative, life-
giving spirit, and yet we fail to reflect your love and justice.  We do not always 
treat each other as a precious reflection of you.  We see only our own needs; 
acknowledge only our own hurts;  pursue our own agendas.  Forgive us for 
our lack of concern and respect for those you place around us, and for all of 
your creation.  Open our eyes so that we may recognize you in everyone we 
meet, and help us to love, serve and protect all those whom you send our way.  
Amen 



Celebrant:  

Listen to what I have to say!  Our past is behind us.  We are free to live new 
lives,  to be a new people, to try again to be who God intends for us to be.  Let 
us hear this word of God, embodied in the loving heart of Jesus Christ, who 
proclaims God’s forgiveness to all. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 
 

       God be with you 
 People And also with you 
 

Celebrant Let us pray 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put 
on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your 
Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living 
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 

The Lessons 

A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures  

Isaiah 64: 1- 9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 

as when fire kindles brushwood 
and the fire causes water to boil-- 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 
so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

From ages past no one has heard, 
no ear has perceived, 



no eye has seen any God besides you, 
who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, 
those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 
because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, 
or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
and do not remember iniquity forever. 
Now consider, we are all your people. 

The Reader may say  
Lord, oil the hinges of my heart’s door 

  People:   That it may swing gently and easily to welcome your coming. 
 

Canticle     Come thou, O Prince of Peace 

A Reading from the Epistles of the Early Church 

1 Corinthians 1: 3 - 9 

race to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 
been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, 
in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to 
the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God 

G



is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

The Reader may say 
          In the former days, God spoke to us through the prophets 

People:  But in these last days, God speaks to us through a Son. 
 

Gradual The King will come when morning dawns 

The King shall come when morning dawns, And light triumphant breaks; 
When beauty gilds the eastern hills,  And life to joy awakes. 

Not as of old, a little child  To bear, and fight, and die, 
But crowned with glory like the sun,  That lights that morning sky 
 

O, brighter than the rising morn,  When He, victorious rose, 
And left the lonesome place of death,  Despite the rage of foes;— 
 

O, brighter than that glorious morn, Shall this fair morning be, 
When Christ, our King, in beauty comes,  And we His face shall see. 
 

The King shall come when morning dawns, And light and beauty brings;— 
Hail! Christ the Lord; Thy people pray  Come quickly, King of kings. 

 

The Holy Gospel 

Then the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (13: 24 - 37) 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 



“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, 
this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the 
time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to 
be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master 
of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say 
to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon  Rev. Lisa Siciliano 
 
The Prayers of the People 

As we contemplate the journey into blessed darkness, seeking after the 
morning light, let us offer our prayers to God, saying:  hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for the church throughout the world, especially Michael, our 
Presiding Bishop; Eugene and Robert, our Bishops; for those who serve the 
Gospel at Nativity & Holy Comforter, Cedarcroft;  St George’s & St 
Matthew’s, Dundalk; and, Redemption, Locust Point; for Rene E. Martin; 
Ruth A. Elder; and, Jason A. Poling. May the power of God’s holy presence 
clear a path through the rubble of broken lives and hearts to make our world 
and all of us a new creation.      silence      For this let us pray to the Lord  hear 
our prayer. 

 
We pray for this community.  Especially we pray for Ken and Lisa, our clergy; 
Betsy, our deacon emeritus; Kip, Patrick, Deb, Tom and Barbara, our 
wardens; our treasurer Steve; and our Vestry and all the people.    May our 
gracious God be always present to encourage us, to nourish all our deep 



hungers, and to make us desire to live in peace forever.        silence      For this 
let us pray to the Lord   hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for this nation and for all nations of the world, and for those who we 
have elected to public office, especially Donald, President of the United 
States; Joe, our President-elect, and Larry, Governor of the State of Maryland, 
and for political leaders everywhere.  May we all find in the darkness of this 
world the gift of hope and the pathway to your new creation.      silence         
For this we pray to the Lord   hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for the sick, the elderly, and those who live alone.  May the God of 
our comfort hear the cries of all in need or distress, especially those for whom 
our prayers have been asked.    silence 
                                             

      (Members are encouraged to pray silently or aloud for those known and unknown to  
our community).  
For this we pray to the Lord   hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for those who have died, especially Randy Fidler, and those who 
mourn them.     Silence       For this we pray to the Lord   hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who are stricken by COVID-19, that you grant them courage 
and strength; we pray for those who labor at personal risk to bring comfort 
and healing, that you protect them from all harm and bless the application of 
their skill and experience; we pray for all who have been impacted financially - 
those who have lost  jobs, those who are hungry, those who fear the loss of 
home or business, and those already on the margins whose suffering has 
increased - that you may be a source of hope for them and an inspiration to 
others who have the power to alleviate their anguish   silence  For this we pray 
to the Lord    hear our prayer 
 
We pray for those whose lives have been forever altered by racial violence. We 
remember our Black brothers and sisters groaning under the weight of 
redlining, segregation, underfunded schools, unequal economic opportunity, 
indignity, and ever-present fear. We remember our public officials, managing 
a global pandemic and the grief and anger in our communities. We remember 
our police officers, whom we ask, often without appropriate training, to 
respond to human beings in their worst and most vulnerable moments, and 



who feel their loyalties divided or their cause unclear or who feel afraid for 
themselves, their partners, their families, and their fellow citizens. We 
remember those who have pledged their lives to racist ideologies. We 
acknowledge the pain they have caused to victims of violence, to their 
communities, to their families, and to their own souls. We know that the 
sickness of racism is in this nation’s very bedrock and we beg your mercy to 
free all your people from it. Help us turn away from this sin of division and 
toward your all-encompassing love.     Silence  For this we pray to the Lord. 
hear our prayer 

We pray for our nation, in this time of uncertainty and crisis. We raise before 
you our fears, our anxiety, our deepest concerns and our greatest hopes. We 
pray that you will bring us together in this moment as a people; that we may 
rise as one to the single purpose of doing all in our power to protect dignity, 
promote justice, and support the healing and safety and recovery of all our 
neighbors, near and far, that in committing ourselves to the welfare of the 
other we may discover that the love that binds us is greater than anything that 
might separate us.     Silence       For this we pray to the Lord.  hear our prayer 
 
The celebrant concludes 
Remind us, loving God, that in darkness or in light, you are present. Bless us 
with vision enough to see your future and grant us the things we need to 
hasten the day of its coming. In the name of your Son Jesus Christ, we pray.  
Amen 
 
The Peace 
 The peace of Christ be always with you 
 People And also with you 
 

Announcements  
 

The Holy Communion  

The Offertory    Stranger in a Strange Land    L. Russell    
 
 

Celebrant:    Blessed be God, for the gifts which are given to us. 
People:  May we, by God’s grace, share with all who wait upon  

the Lord..  

The Great Thanksgiving 



Celebrant:     God be with you.  
People:       And also with you.  
Celebrant:     Lift up your hearts.  
People:     We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to God.  
People:      It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

The Celebrant continues 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant 
love; you have redeemed us in Christ Jesus and knit us into one body.  Through 
your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life.  You sent your son to 
redeem from sin and death, and to make us inheritors of your kingdom of Love. 

 
Therefore, joining angels and archangels and with the faithful of every generation, 
we lift our voices with all creation as we offer our thanks and praise: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory.    Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 
 

Blessed are you gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life.  You formed 
us in your own creative image and called us to dwell in your infinite love.  You gave 
the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your 
bountiful grace. 
 
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not 
see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused 
one another, and rejected your love.  Yet, you never ceased to care for us, and 
prepared the way of healing for all people. 
 
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you.  You delivered 
us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your 
promise of salvation. 
 
Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made human in Jesus.  
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory.  Giving 



himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of 
freedom and life. 
 
On the night Jesus was betrayed, he sat at supper with his disciples.  He took bread, 
said a blessing, broke it and gave it to them with the words, “Take.  Eat. This is my 
body.  It is broken for you.  Do this to remember me.”   
 
Later, he took a cup of wine, saying, “This cup is God’s new covenant, sealed with 
my blood.  Drink from it, all of you, to remember me.”   
 
Therefore we acclaim you, O Christ, as we await your coming to us: 
 
Celebrant and People:   
This is the death we celebrate. This is the new life we proclaim. This is the vision we 
live. 
 
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation, 
this bread and this wine.  By our Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood 
of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with 
your Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world.  Bring us into the everlasting 
heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints past, present and yet to 
come, we may praise your name forever. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to 
you be honor, glory and praise, for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

People and Celebrant 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 



Celebrant:   We are one people; one body in Christ, for we eat of 
one loaf and drink from one cup. 

People:  Thank you, gracious God, for the food that makes us one with  
you, and one with each other 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray.     

Celebrant and People 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, 
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you 
praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your 
resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you 
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come 
spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord 
Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in 
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen 

Benediction 

Closing Hymn The Lord shall come and not be slow 
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