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PRIESTHOOD SUNDAY: (insert date)
(insert city or diocese name) Catholics are invited to say “Thank you, Father” to the priests who serve them

The last Sunday of September, (insert date), is designated as Priesthood Sunday, a one-day celebration of the priesthood calling all United States Catholics to show support for their priests with prayer, public recognition and dialogue. The annual celebration is organized by parish lay leaders and has been promoted by the USA Council of Serra International, a worldwide Catholic lay organization, since 2005.

(insert quote from local Serran leader about the importance of Priesthood Sunday)

In the weeks leading up to Priesthood Sunday, Catholics are called to reflect on the service priests provide to parishes, schools, and the community at large through various forms of priestly ministry, including the sacraments central to the Catholic faith. On Priesthood Sunday itself, parishes may honor and celebrate their priests in whatever style they choose. In the past, parishes have chosen to mark the occasion with special liturgies, cards, art made by parish school children, a reception after Mass, and more.

(insert quote from local Serran leader about activities happening in the diocese for Priesthood Sunday)

Parishes can find materials to support their Priesthood Sunday planning at the Serra Promotion and Resource Kit (SPARK) website (https://serraspark.org/tools-new/priesthood-sunday/). These pages contain tips, suggestions, links, and downloadable materials.

Along with National Vocations Awareness Week (insert dates), World Day for Consecrated Life (insert date) and World Day of Prayer for Vocations (insert date), Priesthood Sunday is part of a suite of global and national events designed to promote a positive culture of vocations in contemporary society.
Serra International is a worldwide Catholic organization of lay men and women dedicated to promoting vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Nearly 8,000 members in over 200 clubs are active in the United States. The USA Council office is based in Chicago.
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