




































































North-Minneapolis Serran News August 2020

Serra Club of North-Minneapolis
Board Meeting - 7.21.2020

Officers Present: Jean Buchmann, Ken Cobian, Bonnie Conroy, MaryAnne Frank, Larry Gillespie, Mikki Gottwalt,
John Lacina, Jo Lohnes, Denis Madden, Judy Makowske, Norma Swanson, Mary Szydlik, Marilyn Zappia. Absent:
Donna Engelmeyer, David Loomis.

Minutes of the 6/16 meeting were approved as presented.
Treasurer’s Report: Motion (K.Cobian), Second (M.Frank) Approved as presented.

President’s Items - M. Gottwalt: Following the updating by the Task Force formed at the June 2020 Board in order
that the by-laws comply with those of Serra International, the amended by-laws were approved and accepted:
Motion (M. Frank), Second (N. Swanson).* Serrans were urged to register for the Nov. 20-22 Retreat with
Archbishop Hebda although they will now be on a waiting list. Suggested that the conferences be made available
on Zoom, *Because next year’s International Serra convention will be in Toronto, Serrans were urged seriously to
consider attending. *On July 28, the monthly Mass for No-Mpls. Serrans will be concelebrated at 11:30 am at the
Church of the Sacred Heart in Robbinsdale by Fr. Bryan Pedersen and Fr. James Peterson, Pastor of Immaculate
Conception Parish, Columbia Heights. Fr. Pedersen has served as our Chaplain for 10 years and is stepping down
now. It was moved: Motion (M. Zappia), Second (K. Cobian) that a monetary gift in appreciation for Fr. Pedersen’s
great prayer and work for us, be presented following the Mass, accompanied then by our personal notes of prayers
and good wishes. It's hoped that, with Archbishop Hebda's approval, Fr. James Peterson will be our new Chaplain.

Past President’s Items - L. Gillespie: Gratitude to M. Gottwalt for stepping in to the position of president; for D.
Loomis’s taking charge of straightening our relationship with the IRS; and for the work of the Task Force in
updating the by-laws of North-Minneapolis Serra.*He strongly urges our Serrans to attend the International
Convention in Toronto next summer.

Vocations Vice Presidents’ Items - J. Lacina and D. Engelmeyer: What ways can we use to invite the parents of
“bus” students into Serra? Information attached to a permission slip, then to be removed and kept?* Because of the
virus, 4 schools couldn’t have the experience of glimpsing the daily routine of seminaries or convents last spring,
How shall we plan ahead? John will be contacting the Office of Vocations, seminaries and religious houses as well
as the schools.» Through her contacts with the persons in charge in the 30 parishes of our area, Engelmeyer is
sending to the Newman Connection the names of Catholic college students who will be on the campuses this fall.

Programs Vice Presidents - M. Zappia, J. Buchmann & J. Lohnes: To encourage attendance at the Mass at Sacred
Heart Church on July 28, the roster will be called. Jax will not serve lunch to gatherings like Serra until at least mid-
August.* Zoom meeting July 29-Talk by Father Andrie on St. Thérése. * Phantom Garage sale checks, written to Serra
Club of North-Minneapolis, send to Marilyn Zappia, 2613 Rosetown Court, Roseville, MN 55113.

Membership Vice-Presidents - D. Madden & B. Conroy: Motion (M.Frank), Second (J. Lohnes) to accept the
adjustment of spousal dues to $75 per year to comply with Serra International’s 50% of the full amount. Passed.
Madden is analyzing Roster data,*Memorials are a suitable gift for many occasions, for the recipient receives the
benefit of worldwide Serran prayers and the monthly local Masses. Memorial cards are available at the luncheon
meetings.*Report on a recent Zoom meeting addressing recruiting and engaging new members; involving non
Serrans in our prayer for vocations.

Communications Vice Presidents-]. Makowske and N. Swanson: Makowske gave the Board members the
opportunity to commit to a day each month (31 Club) for vocations to priestly and religious life, reminding them of
a Serra tradition.* Motion (M. Frank), Second (J. Lohnes) that the gift card for First Place in Newsletter quality won
this year from Serra USA be given to our Walk With Me seminarian, Deacon Brian Fischer. Passed.* August 4, the
Feast of St. John Vianney, is a day to pray for all our past Chaplains. Our members will all be notified with this
request.* Makowske is working on recruiting members from the Hispanic parishioners in our area.

Meeting adjourned with prayer at 10:15 a.m. Respectfully submitted, Mary Szydlik, Secretary
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