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                  Annual Report, 2019 
	

The Hillsdale Conservation Advisory Council (CAC) held ten regular monthly meetings 

at the Town Hall in 2019, the final meeting of which, in December, was held as a town meeting 

to receive comments on the third draft of the Hillsdale Natural Resource Inventory (NRI). Once  

again this year, as last, the CAC’s major project has been overseeing and contributing to the 

drafting of the NRI.  Other projects of the CAC included obtaining and planting trees and shrubs 

along the banks of the Roeliff Jansen Kill and participating in the monitoring the water quality of 

the river in the Town.  In addition, the CAC continued its work providing scientifically-based 

advice to the Town Planning Board concerning the environmental effects of proposed 

developments. 

Natural Resource Inventory 

In 2017, the CAC obtained a grant allowing it to hire consultants to prepare a Natural 

Resource Inventory to describe the resources of the Town and their importance for past and 

present-day land uses.  In 2018, the CAC received a first draft of the NRI from its consultants, 

Nan Stolzenburg of Community Planning and Environmental Associates and Rick Lederer-

Barnes of Upstate GIS. During 2019, members of the CAC engaged in numerous 
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 activities related to the NRI, including: 

§ Completing a comprehensive review and editing of the 

first draft, and then of a second draft, of the NRI; these 

edits included addition of material specifically related 

to the resources of Hillsdale, based on the CAC’s local 

experience, as well as material that the CAC 

determined should be included in the NRI; 

§ Collecting additional photographs for use in the NRI 

and drafting captions for each of the nearly 120 photographs collected, to identify the 

subjects of the photos and to explain their roles in the ecology of their habitats in 

Hillsdale; 

§ Selecting the biological data from large datasets that is particularly applicable to 

Hillsdale; 

§ Publicizing the receipt of the third draft of the NRI by means of press releases to the 

Columbia Paper and the Register-Star and descriptions of the project on the Hillsdale 

website and Hillsdale Facebook page; 

§ Making the third draft of the NRI available to town officials by sending a copy by 

email and to the public by having it published on the Hillsdale website and a hard 

copy made available at the Roeliff Jansen Community Library;  

§ Holding a public meeting in December to receive views and suggestions on the draft 

NRI which was attended by approximately 20 Hillsdale residents who expressed their 

appreciation for the NRI and made a number of suggestions that are being considered 

in production of the final draft of the NRI; and 
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§ Preparing and submitting to the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation (NYSDEC) four Quarterly Reports on the NRI progress and budget 

status. 

Trees for Tribs 

Again this year, Mary King obtained another 80 young trees and shrubs from the 

Department of Environmental Conservation Trees for Tribs program, which aims to reforest the 

tributaries of the state’s larger rivers and lakes in order to	prevent erosion, increase flood water 

retention, improve wildlife and stream habitat, and protect water quality. Mary and other CAC 

volunteers planted the trees and shrubs along the banks of the Roeliff Jansen Kill in the Roe Jan 

Park.  

Water Quality Sampling of the Roeliff Jansen Kill 

Mary King completed year 3 of water sampling at two locations along the Roe Jan – at 

the Collins Street bridge and in the Roe Jan Park. This year, the sampling was extended to two 

additional sites above the Park to assure that water quality there would not be compromised by 

drainage from upstream sources. The samples are analyzed for Enterococcus bacteria and other 

water quality indicators at the Bard College Water Lab. This is part of a program conducted by 

volunteers who sample 14 stations along the length of the Roe Jan to provide an overall picture 

of the stream’s condition and to help identify sources of contamination. The program was 

developed by the Riverkeeper Water Quality Program. In general, Roe Jan water quality in 

Hillsdale has been good. 
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Site Visit to New Conservation Area in Hillsdale 

 In 2017, the Columbia Land 

Conservancy (CLC) acquired two 

properties, comprising 137 acres that lie on 

the Taconic Ridge in Hilldale, which it 

intends to preserve because of the 

ecological importance of that area. See, 

Hillsdale Natural Resource Inventory, 

Taconic Mountains Significant Biodiversity Area.  In June 2019, Gretchen Stevens and David 

Lewis of the CAC visited the properties, along with Claudia Knap-Vispo of the Farmscape 

Ecology Program, and Doug Brown, Beth Mills and Christine Vanderlan of the CLC.  Our report 

of that visit is submitted along with this Annual Report. 

Consultation with Other Conservation Organizations 

 At its April meeting, the CAC met with representatives of Trout Unlimited (TU), to 

discuss TU’s work assessing the quality of stream crossings under roads in Hillsdale, frequently 

through culverts that are now inadequate to handle the flow from storms or to permit the passage 

of aquatic organisms that make the stream their home. At that time, TU’s findings were only 

preliminary, but TU has since been produced in a final report that forms a basis for the Town’s 

evaluation of the need to replace inadequate culverts and other infrastructure. 

In October, representatives of the Columbia Land Conservancy (CLC) attended the 

CAC’s monthly meeting to discuss the potential for a project in the coming months in Hillsdale 

and neighboring towns. The CLC hopes to work with interested people in Hillsdale, Taghkanic, 

Copake, and possibly also Hudson, to identify municipal and private actions that will help 
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support the forests in the Taghkanic Creek watershed that are crucial in preserving water quality. 

Hillsdale is important to this project because the headwaters of the Taghkanic Creek rise in 

Hillsdale’s western forests. 

Assistance to the Planning Board 

One or more CAC members attended five of the ten Planning Board meetings held in 

2019 to assist with reviewing the environmental impacts of proposed land development projects. 

In addition, we visited three sites where new development or other land uses were proposed and 

provided verbal or written notes to the Planning Board on our observations and 

recommendations.   

Training, Education, and Personnel Notes 

Gretchen Stevens attended the regular Columbia County CAC Roundtable meetings led 

by the Columbia Land Conservancy in January, May, and November. Members of CACs and 

others interested in the work of CACs gather at these meetings to exchange information and 

discuss issues of mutual interest.  

On March 14, the Columbia County Board of Supervisors appointed Paul Duernberger as 

Hillsdale's representative to the County Environmental Management Council. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Lewis 
Chair, Hillsdale CAC 
December 30, 2019 


