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3rd Sunday of Easter 
April 14, 2024 

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Dr. Enikö Ferenczy 

Let us open our hearts and minds to the rhythm of the gathering music 
 as it centers us in God’s presence for worship. 

Minute for Mission for Open Arms Hispanic Ministries Lynne Hamrick 

Prelude  “Arioso”  J. S. Bach 

*Gathering Words    Josie Drushal

        The * in the liturgy indicates that you are invited to stand in body or in spirit. 

Come, it is the time for worship — 
the time we come together in praise and prayer. 

Celebrating resurrection, still singing our Hallelujahs, 
With joy and with sadness, carrying all our experiences, 

Grappling with the questions of our lives and of the world, 
This is the time we pause to look intently toward the living God. 

Let us join in praise and prayer! 

Opening Prayer Josie Drushal 

Let us pray… 

Source of all being, breath of life, 
all our power to do good comes from you. 

All our power to praise and to pray comes from you, 
The very gift of life, and of resurrection life, comes from you, O Holy One. 

Take us by the hand today, 



raise us up to stand in your presence, 
and fill us with wonder and amazement, 

in the name of Jesus Christ whom you raised from the dead. 
Amen. 

 
 
*Opening Hymn No. 404 “What Is This Place” Komt Nu Met Zang 
 
 
Call to Confession       Rich Drushal 
 

If our actions mirrored our words, if our hands were mentored by our hearts, 
 if we walked the talk – we would live as God's children.  

But too often, it is our silence, our doubts, our fears which tell others who we truly are. 
 Let us confess to God how we have not been as faithful as we hope, as we pray, saying, 

 
                                                                        
Prayer of Confession                                                                                                         Rich Drushal 
                                                                                                        

God of all creation, 
We confess that we often do not notice the ways our habits and plans exclude others.  

We prefer to look away from those who make us uncomfortable, whose bodies or minds 
 or spirits work differently from ours, whose life experiences challenge our worldviews. 

 
Forgive us, O God of the impossible,  

when we refuse to take a risk that might lead us past what we think can be. 
Expand our imagination — 

to the possibility of wonder, community, and love. 
We ask in the name of the One  

who makes all things possible: Jesus the Christ. 
Amen. 

 
 
                                                                       Silent Confession 
 
 
*Musical Response No. 288 “Spirit of the Living God”  Living God 
 
*Assurance of Forgiveness                                                               Rich Drushal                                               

 



 
What marvelous love, what wondrous grace, what abundant mercy God offers – to us!  

We really are God's people – that is exactly who we are! 
 

We are God's children – people whose lives have been changed  
by the One who loves us and forgives us. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 
 
*The Peace                                 Rich Drushal  
 

 
In God’s amazing grace is our only peace. Forgiven once again by grace, let us participate in 
God’s peace together. I invite you to turn to the people to your left and to your right, behind 

you and before you, and share the peace of God with one another using the greeting: 
 

 “The Peace of Christ be with you.”  
And also with you. 

 
 
Musical Offering No. 753 “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” Prayer of St. Francis 
    
                                  
We offer our gifts of money, talents, time, and energy—the gifts of our lives in gratitude for God’s 
relentless love and grace for all. These gifts represent our commitment to heed God’s call and join God 
in God’s mission  of healing and transforming our world.   
 
Prayer of Illumination                                                                                  Rev. Dr. Enikö Ferenczy                                                                           
 
   
Scripture Reading Acts 3:1-10 (CEB Rev. Dr. Enikö Ferenczy 
 
3 Peter and John were going up to the temple at three o’clock in the afternoon, the established 
prayer time. 2 Meanwhile, a man crippled since birth was being carried in. Every day, people 
would place him at the temple gate known as the Beautiful Gate so he could ask for money 
from those entering the temple.  
 
3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he began to ask them for a gift.4 Peter and John 
stared at him. Peter said, “Look at us!” 5 So the man gazed at them, expecting to receive 
something from them. 6 Peter said, “I don’t have any money, but I will give you what I do 



have. In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, rise up and walk!” 7 Then he grasped the man’s 
right hand and raised him up. At once his feet and ankles became strong. 8 Jumping up, he 
began to walk around. He entered the temple with them, walking, leaping, and praising God.  
 
9 All the people saw him walking and praising God.10 They recognized him as the same one 
who used to sit at the temple’s Beautiful Gate asking for money. They were filled with 
amazement and surprise at what had happened to him. 
 
 
Sermon Eyes Tuned to Wonder Rev. Dr. Enikö Ferenczy 
  
 
Hymn No. 187 “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”  Bradbury 
                            
 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns                                                                      Josie and Rich Drushal. 
   
 
Prayer of the People                                                                                        Josie and Rich Drushal
    
     

We ask these things through the power of your Spirit and in the name of Jesus the Christ,  
who taught us to pray, saying: 

 
Our God in heaven, holy is your name. 

Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, on earth as is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours. 

Now and forever. Amen. 
                                                                                                
  
*Closing Hymn No. 726 “Will You Come and Follow Me”               Kelvingrove
                  
 
                     



Benediction                                                                                                     Rev. Dr. Enikö Ferenczy   
 
Postlude “Postlude and Fugue in G Major”  J.S. Bach 
 (das kleine, BWV 557) 
                    
             
 

                                               The service continues with fellowship. 
 
                                                                       *********** 
 

*Please stand in body or in spirit. 
*The Gathering Words, Opening Prayer and Prayer of Confession were adapted  
     from Rev. Teri Peterson. The Call to Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness were   
     adapted from Rev. Thom Shuman. 
*Hymns are from the Glory to God Hymnal. 
*Music:  Tom Shaw, organ;  Bob Iams, piano 
 
                                                                            *********** 
 

To continue to assure the 
safety of all, the offering plate 

is located on a table in the back 
of the sanctuary. If you are 

moved to support our 
ministry, we invite you to 

place your gifts in the plate. 
 

You may also give online 
through our website by clicking 
on the “GIVE NOW” button at 
the bottom of the home page. 
Your generosity helps us to 

fulfill our calling to engage in 
God’s transformative mission  

in our community. 
 
 
 



Upcoming Events 
 
Sunday, April 14 

• Choir rehearsal – 9 am – Mackey Hall 
• Worship Service followed by Congregational Meeting – 10 am – Mackey Hall 
• Wooster Friends Meeting – 10.30 am – The Meeting Place 

 
Monday, April 15 

• Scout Troop 61 – 6:30 pm – Mackey Hall 
 
Wednesday, April 17 

• Session Visioning meeting – 7 pm – The Lounge 
 

Thursday, April 18 
• Dance and Exercise – 8.30 am – The Meeting Place 

 
Friday, April 19 

• Dance and Exercise – 2 pm –Mackey Hall 
 
Saturday, April 20 

• Earth Day clean-up – 9 am – noon – Wooster Memorial Garden 
 

Sunday, April 21 
• Earth Day Sunday 
• Choir rehearsal – 9 am – Mackey Hall 
• Worship Service  with liturgical dance – 10 am – Mackey Hall 
• Wooster Friends Meeting – 10.30 am – The Meeting Place 
• Earth Day clean-up around the Church House following worship 
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AV Assistant/Event Steward  Tony Mendiola 
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                  (link to the WPC 150th Anniversary webpage:  https://wpcwoo.org/150) 
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