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Second Sunday 
after Epiphany 

January 14, 2024 

 
  
Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Dr. Enikö Ferenczy 
 

Let us open our hearts and minds to the rhythm of the gathering music 
 as it centers us in God’s presence for worship. 

 
        

Prelude                                       “Noel in G Major”            Louis-Claude Daquin, arr. S. Scott 
                                                              Bob Iams, piano                                  
                              
 
  
*Gathering Words                               Cheryl Weiss  
 
        The * in the liturgy indicates that you are invited to stand in body or in spirit. 

 
Come, gather round— 

All who seek comfort, hope, healing, vision. 
Jesus, the Living Word of God, is here. 

 
Come, and be filled— 

God’s power, grace, and mercy will sustain us on the journey. 
 

Come, worship God— 
Jesus invites us to new life with him. 

We sing and offer praise. 
We join you to bring wholeness and wellbeing for all. 

 
 

Opening Prayer                    Cheryl Weiss 
 

Into a broken world, living God, 
you brought health and healing. 

Into lifeless lives you brought love and energy. 
Into our fears and failures, you brought reassurance. 



 
Draw us today, gracious God, 

Into the certainty of your promise to always be with us. 
Teach us to walk in the ways of your compassion and love. 

Again and again. Amen. 
 
                                             

 
*Opening Hymn No. 673                           “Jesus, Light of Joy”                                  Lauda Anima
   
           
Call to Confession                                                                                 Bill Weiss 
 

We think that you do not know our hearts, hear our words, see the mistakes we make, 
 and the pain we cause, O God. You not only know us better than we know ourselves, 

 but you are gracious and forgive. Hear us now, as we offer our lives and hearts to you, 
 praying together, our prayer of confession… 

 
Prayer of Confession   Bill Weiss 
 

Ever-with-us-God, 
Forgive us when we look down on the very people you came to love and serve. 

Forgive us when we resist to include all your people in our community. 
Forgive us when we hold on to rituals, tradition, or systems that serve our interests, 

 and may offer us comfort, yet we create impassable obstacles for many  
to experiencing your abundance. 

 
Forgive us for the many times when your Body, the Church,  

does not reflect your life on earth. 
 

Gather us in and open our hearts to sit at table with all your people, 
celebrating and creating the community of love you bring  

to fulfilment in Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
Silent Confession 
 
 
Musical Response No. 435         “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”                     In Babilone 
           



Assurance of Forgiveness                                                                     Bill Weiss 
 

Here is our forgiveness – it springs forth from God’s heart to create new life for us. 
Can we see it? 

 
In Jesus Christ, all of God’s promises are simply “Yes!” 
Through Christ, we are forgiven, healed, and renewed.  

Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
 

Musical Offering                               “Rejoice, Rejoice”        Swedish Folk Tune, arr. R. J. Powell 
                                                      Haf Trones Lampa Färdig                    
 
                                                    
We offer our gifts of money, talents, time, and energy—the gifts of our lives in gratitude for God’s 
relentless love and grace for all. These gifts represent our commitment to heed God’s call and 
 join God in God’s mission  of healing and transforming our world.   
 
Prayer of Illumination                                                                                  Rev. Dr. Enikö Ferenczy                                                                    
 
 
Scripture Readings                         Mark 2:1-12  (NRSV)                         Rev. Dr. Enikö Ferenczy 
 
 
2 When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. 2 So 
many gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door, 
and he was speaking the word to them. 3 Then some people came, bringing to him a paralyzed 
man, carried by four of them.4 And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the 
crowd, they removed the roof above him, and after having dug through it, they let down the 
mat on which the paralytic lay. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Child, 
your sins are forgiven.”  
 
6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this fellow 
speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 At once Jesus 
perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions among themselves, and he 
said to them, “Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? 9 Which is easier: to say to the 
paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat and walk’? 10 But so 
that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the 
paralytic— 11 “I say to you, stand up, take your mat, and go to your home.” 12 And he stood up 



and immediately took the mat and went out before all of them, so that they were all amazed 
and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” 
 
Sermon                                        Opening the Roof                            Rev. Dr. Enikö Ferenczy 
                       

 
Hymn No. 157                            “I Danced in the Morning”                                Lord of the Dance 
  
Sharing of Joys and Concerns                         Cheryl and Bill Weiss                    
             
 
Prayer of the People                                      Cheryl and Bill Weiss            
                                                                          
 

Through the power of your Spirit and in the name of Jesus the Christ,  
who taught us to pray, saying: 

  
Our God in heaven, holy is your name. 

Your kin-dom come, 
Your will be done, on earth as is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kin-dom, the power and the glory are yours. 

Now and forever. Amen. 
 
                                                      
*Closing Hymn No. 339                 “Lift Every Voice and Sing”                            Lift Every Voice 
                                    (poem by James Weldon Johnson, 1900)    

 
                     
Benediction                                                Rev. Dr. Enikö Ferenczy 

 
 

Postlude            “Angels We Have Heard on High” (Trad. French Carol)         arr. J. Mansfield 
                                                                                            

The service continues with fellowship. 



 
                                                                    *********** 

*The Gathering Words and Opening Prayer was written by Rev. Dr. Enikö Ferenczy. 
    The Prayer of Confession was adapted from Rev. Teri Peterson. 
*Hymns are from the Glory to God Hymnal. 
*Music:  Tom Shaw, organ;  Bob Iams, piano 
*Sunday Service assistant/treats:  Cheryl Weiss 
 
                                                                            *********** 
 

To continue to assure the 
safety of all, the offering plate 

is located on a table in the back 
of the sanctuary. If you are 

moved to support our 
ministry, we invite you to 

place your gifts in the plate. 
 

You may also give online 
through our website by clicking 
on the “GIVE NOW” button at 
the bottom of the home page. 
Your generosity helps us to 

fulfill our calling to engage in 
God’s transformative mission  

in our community. 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, Jan. 14 
• Worship Service – 10 am – Mackey Hall 
• Wooster Friends Meeting – 10.30 am – The Meeting Place 

 
 
Monday, Jan. 15 



• MLK Day – Office is closed 
• COW Interfaith Prayer Brunch –11 am – 1 pm – Kittridge Hall 
• Scout Troup 61 – 6:30 pm – Mackey Hall 
• Wooster/Orrville NAACP MLK Community Celebration Service 

– 7 pm –First Presbyterian Church  
 
Wednesday, Jan. 17 

• Session Meeting – 6.30 pm – The Lounge 
 
Thursday, Jan. 18 

• Dance and Exercise – 8.30 am – The Meeting Place 
 
Sunday, Jan. 21 

• Worship Service – 10 am – Mackey Hall 
• Wooster Friends Meeting – 10.30 am – The Meeting Place 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 

 

Pastor  Rev. Dr. Enikő Ferenczy 
Minister of Music  Rev. Dr. Thomas Shaw 

Office Administrator  Rev. Dr. James Henery 
Tech/Media Administrator  Jack Veney 

AV Assistant/Event Steward  Tony Mendiola 
 

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 10 a.m.-2.p.m. 
 

wpcwooster@gmail.com:  330.263.2398 
facebook.com/wpcwooster  |  instagram.com/wpc_wooster/ 

 
Westminster Presbyterian Church strives to be a safe place for all people to worship regardless  

of ethnicity, creed, age, cultural background, gender identity, or sexual orientation. 
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