Fire shuts down three Dow PE lines at Freeport site
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A fire that broke out at Dow Inc.'s massive Freeport, Texas, site on Oct. 6 has taken three polyethylene production lines offline, including a new line that just came online in June with 1.3 billion pounds of annual capacity, according to market sources.
In an Oct. 8 statement to Plastics News, a Dow spokesperson confirmed that the fire occurred in a polyethylene unit. "We have begun site and product impact assessments and will continue to communicate with our stakeholders quickly and transparently," the spokesperson said.
Site emergency teams, working with local emergency services and community leaders, quickly accounted for all employees and reported no injuries. The fire, which began around 8 p.m., was contained within the block by 11 p.m., according to a Facebook post from Dow's Texas Operations.
Sources said the three affected PE lines remain down. Dow operates nearly 4 billion pounds of polyethylene production capacity at the Freeport complex, which spans 7,000 acres and produces 44 percent of the company's U.S. output and 21 percent of its global production.
The newly impacted line was part of Dow's Poly-7 PE expansion project, which was designed to boost resin capacity for export markets and had only recently begun commercial production.
Dow, based in Midland, Mich., said it is conducting a full assessment of product impact and site operations.

