
Creating Tice Creek Elementary School Garden 
By Soubarna Mishra, Co-lead UC Master Gardener School Gardens Program 

“It always seems impossible until it’s done.” - Nelson Mandela

Bringing a new school garden to life can be an arduous task. This story is about a group of third graders 
who made the impossible possible, by just keeping things simple. 

I visited the Tice Creek Elementary school in Walnut Creek, on February 24th, 2022 in response to a 
call made to the UC Master Gardener Help Desk, from their third grade teachers. Their third graders 
were working on the driving question, "How can we take action to make a lasting change that benefits 
our Tice Creek Community?" To address this they decided they would like to create a school garden. 
My role was to support, advise and provide UC research-based gardening resources to get them going.

After the space for the new school garden was secured, the children got busy planning and designing 
the garden using a project based approach. They worked in small teams of six to research specific 
focus areas that included, construction of raised garden beds, healthy soil, composting methods, 
irrigation system, water conservation, deterring garden pests, garden seating, edible and native plants.

They put up vision boards on poster papers and PowerPoint presentations, to illustrate ideas that they 
had extensively researched. They observed and inspected the garden microclimate and habitat over 
days to solve problems that could become roadblocks and delay the project completion. They 
presented to the parents and teachers many innovative ideas, problems and solutions to generate 
support for their garden project.

Once an agreement was reached on the project scope, they set into action. Throughout the execution 
phase, the parents and teachers worked alongside different student teams to help them accomplish 
project tasks. They tackled a complex project, by breaking it into manageable, time-bound activities for 
easy planning and execution. 

In the first week of May the whole plan started coming together. The children spent a lot of time in the 
garden, hands in dirt, cleaning, measuring, building raised beds, installing irrigation, laying down the 
garden edging, spreading mulch, pruning back stubborn ground cover, planting, creating plant labels 
using QR technology, and the list goes on. 

In just two months the third graders of Tice Creek Elementary school had accomplished an impressive 
feat. They had managed to successfully create a fully functioning garden within a very short timeframe. I 
visited them mid-May to participate in a team retrospective to capture all the lessons learned. They 
wrote down some advice, tips and experiences, to inspire and encourage children in other schools, who 
have been dreaming to create their own school gardens. 

The third graders successfully created a school garden for the generations of Tice Creek students to 
come, who would benefit from it not just as an outdoor learning space, but also as a space to support 
social, emotional, and mental well-being. Their small garden will make a big positive impact on the Tice 
Creek community.  

“In a gentle way you can shake the world.” - Mahatma Gandhi
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GARDEN REFLECTION 

Here’s what the third graders have to say about their school garden.

What advice do you have for third graders in other schools who don’t have a school garden yet, but 
want to start creating one?

”My advice would be to make a plan that works for you and make sure to measure how much space you have to 
make your garden. You also need to have some parent volunteers. Make a plan that includes the amount of 
money you need to buy all of the stuff you may need.” - Millie. Y

“You need a good reason for why the school should make a garden and the benefits of it.” - Ben. K

“You should always focus and do as much work to try convince people why you need a garden.” - Charlotte

“Just keep working and don’t give up.” - Nathan

“Try and learn from mistakes. And have fun!” - Sajan 

How do you feel the new school garden will help you?

“I think the garden will help me by making our school more 
beautiful.” - Julia

“I like working in calm areas. Our garden is very peaceful to work 
in. The beautiful flowers calm me when I look at them. Many 
students would enjoy peaceful areas to work in.” - Tabitha. M

“When I get stressed or mad or even just need a breath, I could 
go to the garden and take a little time to cool down and take a 
break.” - Jameson

“I love that we have beautiful plants and things we can care for 
and be proud of. It took a lot of hard work and I am hoping it will 
make an influence for other students. It can help to me by 
showing my hard work.” - Layla

“I think it will help me learn about different plants, different bugs. 
It could also help me calm down if I was feeling mad, sad, etc. It’s 
also very peaceful and calm!” - Genevieve (Gelly)

What was the best part for you in helping to build the new school garden?

“The planting was wonderful. It was like helping a lost animal finding a home. I also enjoyed putting soil in the 
garden beds. It was satisfying watching the soil being dumped in the beds.” - Tabitha. M

“I loved it all! But I especially loved clearing the area! It was a little dirty, but so much fun! I liked the whole 
process! - Genevieve (Gelly)

Building the garden beds was the best part of building the school garden. My second favorite part was planting 
and putting the chicken wire in.” - Millie.Y

“My favorite part was installing the irrigation because I was in the irrigation group.” - Sajan

“I liked spreading out the mulch and planting. It was really fun because you get to do it yourself.” - Julia

“It was probably planting, doing research and doing the mulch!” - Charlotte

“I really liked building the garden beds.” - Nathan 

“I loved the whole process. ..it was different than the way we imagined it, but it was beautiful. I am honored to be 
a part of this and that Tice Creek now has a school garden.” - Layla

May 18, 2022 Tice Creek School Garden visit - Soubarna



BEFORE

AFTER

TICE CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GARDEN PROJECT 

Feb, 2022

May, 2022

The Tice Creek Elementary school garden coming to life due to the initiative and efforts of their third 
grade teachers Katherine and Yena.


