SEASON of EASTER

Sunday, May 3, 2026
10:30 am

Welcome to worship this Lord's Day!
We are so glad that you are here this morning.

Kindly silence your cell phone.
We invite you to sit in the sanctuary in prayer and expectant hope — God is here!
***Restrooms are located through the double doors at the front-right of the sanctuary***




PRELUDE “Contra Dance in G Major” by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)

WELCOME

The assembly stands as able and faces the baptismal font.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” ELW 645
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Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.

Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 18021868



APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

“This is the Feast”

(ELW page 140)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

The assembly may be seated.
A READING FROM PROVERBS Proverbs 4:10-18
0 Hear, my child, and accept my words,
that the years of your life may be many.
| have taught you the way of wisdom;
| have led you in the paths of uprightness.
12When you walk, your step will not be hampered,
and if you run, you will not stumble.
13Keep hold of instruction; do not let go;
guard her, for she is your life.
4 Do not enter the path of the wicked,
and do not walk in the way of evildoers.
15 Avoid it; do not go on it;
turn away from it and pass on.
6 For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong;
they are robbed of sleep unless they have made someone stumble.
7 For they eat the bread of wickedness
and drink the wine of violence.
18 But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn,
which shines brighter and brighter until full day.

This is God’s Word
All creation listens.

PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16
The Psalm will be read responsively, with the congregation reading the bold print,
beginning with the Response:

Response: Into your hands, O LORD, | commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)

"In you, O Lord, have | taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.

2Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.



3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength. R
5Into your hands | commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.
S My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
16 Let your face shine upon your servant;

save me in your steadfast love.” R

A READING FROM 1 PETER 1 Peter 2:2-10
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God’s sight, and ®like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ¢ For
it stands in scripture:
“See, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
"This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”
8and
“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in
order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.
90Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

This is God’s Word
All creation listens.



The assembly stands as able.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” (Sung twice) ELW 172
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Music: Caribbean traditional; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954
Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

WELCOMING THE GOSPEL
The Good News of God from Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory is yours, O God.

++ THE HOLY GOSPEL + + John 14:1-14 ++
[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe
also in me. ? In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would
| have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? °And if | go and prepare a place for



you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that where | am, there you may be
also. * And you know the way to the place where | am going.” ® Thomas said to him, “Lord,
we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” ° Jesus said to him, “I
am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7’ If
you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have
seen him.”

& Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ° Jesus said to
him, “Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? '° Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do
not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. "' Believe me that
| am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the
works themselves. ' Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the
works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to the
Father. '°1 will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. "*If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.”

Hear the Good News.
We praise your Name, O God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” (Sung once) (See page 8)

The assembly may be seated.
SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY “You Are the Way” ELW 758
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Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psaiter, Edinburgh, 1615

NICENE CREED

Living in the joy of the resurrection we confess our faith:
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
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who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

CREDO NICENO
Confesemos nuestra fe junto con los cristianos de todo el mundo, recitando
el Credo Niceno.
Creemos en un solo Dios,
Padre Todopoderoso,
Creador del cielo y de la tierra,
de todo lo visible y lo invisible.
Creemos en un solo Seinor, Jesucristo,
Hijo unico de Dios,
nacido del Padre antes de todos los siglos:
Dios de Dios, Luz de Luz,
Dios verdadero de Dios verdadero,
engendrado, no creado,
de la misma naturaleza del Padre;
por quien todo fue hecho.
Por nosotros y por nuestra salvacién
bajo del cielo,
y por obra del Espiritu Santo se encarnoé de la Virgen Maria
y se hizo verdaderamente hombre.
Por nuestra causa fue crucificado bajo el poder de Poncio
Pilato;
padeciod y fue sepultado.
Al tercer dia resucité
segun las Escrituras;
subio al cielo
y esta sentado a la derecha del Padre.
De nuevo vendra con gloria para juzgar a vivos y muertos,
y su reino no tendra fin.
Creemos en el Espiritu Santo, Seiior y dador de vida,
que procede del Padre y del Hijo,*
que con el Padre y el Hijo recibe una misma
adoracion y gloria,
y que hablé por los profetas.
Creemos en una sola Iglesia santa, catélica y
apostolica.
Reconocemos un solo bautismo para el perdon de
los pecados.
Esperamos la resurrecciéon de los muertos
y la vida del mundo futuro. Amén.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Pastor: God of resurrection and new life, we come before you today, our baptisms
renewed, boldly praying for the church, creation, and all those in need.

A brief silence.

Kindle new life in your church. Awaken in us the excitement of the resurrection, and
encourage us to seek creative ways to share the good news of Christ’s resurrection. We
pray for our bishops, pastor, deacons, mission developers, seminarians, new ministries,
and lay leaders. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Nourish new life in all creation. Shower forests and grasslands, deserts and mountains,
cities and countryside, with life giving rains. Grant us eyes to see new life springing forth
among us. Teach us to protect animals and fish, bugs and birds. Remind us to be mindful
of the slaughter of factory-farmed animals as we choose our food for our tables. We pray
for all who work to keep creation safe. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Empower new life among nations. As you raised Jesus from the dead, bring new hope
for peace and reconciliation to places of war and strife. Raise up leaders who are
steadfast in their commitment to justice and peace. We pray for all who live in fear in
homelands that aren’t safe. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Bring new hope and our hands and feet and hearts to help all who are in need, especially
our neighbors experiencing food or housing insecurity. Bring healing to all who are fearful,
ill, or grieving, especially (pause for insertion of names.) We pray for all who suffer from
racism, sexism, gender violence, homophobia, transphobia, antisemitism, AAPI hate,
islamophobia, and for our indigenous siblings God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Embolden us to see your gracious invitation to all people to come to your table of
grace. Make this a community of radical hospitality where all feel loved and
celebrated. We pray for the ministries of this church: our food pantry, our lunch program,
and all the ways we reach out to our neighbors. We pray for the continued safety of all
who come seeking food, support, and community. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in the promise of the resurrection, we remember with thanksgiving our beloved
dead. Sustain us with a living hope until we are reunited with them and all the saints at
the heavenly banquet. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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CONCLUDING PRAYER

Pastor: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are
always with us and hear us, in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Assembly: Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always!
% And also with you.
In this community, we honor the sacredness of each person and their body by asking for
consent. We honor one another in our greeting, passing of the peace and building
relationships. Possible questions to ask as we encounter each other during the passing
of the peace:

o Would you like a hug?

o Would you like a handshake or a fist bump?

o Would you like a verbal greeting?

The assembly is seated for announcements
ANNOUNCEMENTS

To receive our weekly newsletter (e-Blast) visit our website:
Scroll down to and click on the

Sign Up For Our NewsletterfJIi LB

OFFERING SENTENCE

OFFERING
For Credit Card donations, please use the QR Code below:
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The assembly stands as able.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

... as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

.. . Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

. . . burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

... how and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom

and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION/FRACTURE

Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

EL PADRE NUESTRO

Sefior, acuérdate de nosotros en

tu reino y enséfanos a orar.

Padre nuestro, que estas en el cielo,
santificado sea tu nombre;
venga a nosotros tu reino;
hagase tu voluntad

en la tierra como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia.
Perdona nuestras ofensas,

como también nosotros perdonamos a los

que nos ofeden.
No nos dejes caer en la tentacion
y libranos del mal.
Porque tuyos son el reino,
el podery la gloria,
ahora y por siempre. Amén.

ALL are welcome at Communion

Ushers will direct you when to approach the altar for communion or a blessing.
The assembly may be seated after receiving communion.



COMMUNION HYMN “Holy, Holy, Holy”
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Text: Argentine traditional

Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional

The assembly stands as able.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
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Amen.

BLESSING
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.

SENDING HYMN “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing!” ELW 389
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE “Polka” by Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)

+ + +

St. Paul Lutheran Church of Ridgefield is proud to be stigma free.

St. Paul Lutheran Church of Ridgefield, NJ sits on land that was once
the home of the Mohican, Munsee, Lenape, and Schaghticoke
Native American peoples.

dftere’s What's dftappening at §t. gfaul

Monday 5/4 11:00 am  Staff Meeting
12:30 pm  Bible Study (on Zoom)
Tuesday 5/5 4:00 pm  Love in Action Social Ministries Meeting (on Zoom)
7:00 pm  Prayer Circle
Wednesday 5/6 9:00 am  Morning Prayer (on Zoom)
11:45 pm  Choir Rehearsal

Church Events

" . A donation to the Building Fund was received
Thauk Uou from Marla Hodge.
“s== Donations to the Constant Contact and Zoom Funds were

received from Barbara Bernstengel.

Donations to Get It Done in 101 were received from
Barbara Bernsengel and Bob Jacoby.

Donations to Pastor’s Discretionary Fund were received from
Marla Hodge and Bob Jacoby.

Donations to the (L)ove, (G)race, (B)lessed (T)ruth Ministry
were received from Bob Jacoby and anonymously.
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

941 Slocum Avenue * Ridgefield, NJ 07657-1715
201-837-3189

The Rev. Patt Kauffman, Pastor
pastorstpaulteaneck@gmail.com

Rev. Kasana Akridge, Pastoral Associate
St Paul Lutheran Church pastorkakridge@gmail.com

@stpaul_lutheran_church

Sharla DelLawter, Parish Administrator
stpaullutheranchurchnj@gmail.com

Miki Tomita, Music Director
stpaulmusicmiki@gmail.com

d'TikTok

stpaulchurchnj.org

mb Like us on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/St-Paul-Lutheran-Church-
Ridgefield-NJ-111182607072420/

Instagram '@ l (@stpaulchurchnij)

O} C
3 I.%_tt_' Visit our You Tube channel:

e ™ https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGyOGrGdyKZkfVT3r5Y5bFw

Robert Jacoby, Sexton
stpaulpropertyridgefield@gmail.com

William Kauffman, Communications Director
stpaulchurchcommunications@gmail.com

For information on our Food Pantry and Feeding Ministries, please e-mail:

splcpantry@agmail.com
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