
Good Friday Tenebrae 
April 18, 2025  6:15p 

Lutheran Church of the Foothills  Tucson, Arizona 
 

 
 
Assembly speaks responses in dark print.   

P:  Presiding Minister leads 
A:  Assisting Minister leads 
L:  Lector/Proclaimer leads 
 
The liturgy is written by Rev. Miriam Samuelson-Roberts. “Unbroken: A Living Faith” © 2025 Church 
Anew. Used with permission.  
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Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Foothills 

We are grateful that you are joining us in worship today. Please note the following 
information so that your time with us is spiritually uplifting and comfortable. 

Recordings: This service is being recorded and live-streamed.  

Pray-Ground: We enjoy having our children in worship, and we delight in their ability to see 
and experience all that is happening in the worship space. We invite you to sit anywhere you 
are comfortable. There is a special place in the front, pulpit side of the sanctuary designated 
the Pray-Ground, where children can worship, wiggle, play, color, learn, and grow as part of 
our faith community. Caregivers are encouraged to sit where children can see them when 
they are using the Pray-Ground, in case they need assistance.  

Restrooms: Restrooms are located down the east hallway between the Activities Room and 
the front entrance of the building. These restrooms are handicap accessible and each 
contains a changing table. There is a gender-neutral facility in the Learning Center, located at 
the end of the west hallway past the church offices. 

Hearing Assistance: Please switch to a T-coil setting on your hearing aids to take advantage 
of the induction loop. The ushers can provide you with headphones to wear during the service 
if you desire. 

Large Print Bulletins: If you desire a large print bulletin, please request one from the ushers. 
If you would like to read this bulletin on your electronic device, scan the QR code on display in 
the Narthex. The digital bulletin contains the hymns within the bulletin. 

Weekly Footnotes: If you would like to subscribe to our weekly newsletter, visit the bottom 
of the homepage of our website: https://www.foothillslutherantucson.org/  

  

https://www.foothillslutherantucson.org/
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Welcome to this evening’s somber service. 

Tenebrae is a Latin word that means “shadows.” This service begins in light and ends 
in darkness. We join in worship to remember the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and to mourn again the loss felt by his mother, siblings, and dearest friends. We 
mourn the brokenness of humanity that led to Jesus’ death on the cross and we 
prepare for what is to come, allowing ourselves to recognize all that God has done 
for us in this one act of love and mercy. For the service conclusion, you are invited to 
join the procession to our Memorial Garden to sing the final hymn. 
 
At the sound of a tolling bell, please stand as you are comfortable. A large cross is 
carried in solemn procession into the church and placed before the assembly. We 
join in singing the refrain: 
 
“In Silence We Wait” (sing 3 times) (ACS 998) 

 
 
Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
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Opening Prayer  
A: Let us pray. God of eternal life, 

you are both the wounded and the healer, the death and the life. Through the 
life, death, and resurrection of your son Jesus, you make known to us the 
depths of love and mercy. Give us hearts to acknowledge all that is broken, 
that we might turn to you for healing and wholeness. In the name of Christ 
we pray. Amen.  

 
Please be seated. 
 
Gathering Hymn “Were You There” (ELW 353) 

 
Continued on the next page . . .  
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. . . Continued from the previous page. 

 
 

The Passion of our Lord According to  
John 18:1-40, 19:1-42 

The First Reading Stacy B. 
1 After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the 
Kidron Valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples 
entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place because Jesus often 
met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together 
with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with 
lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to 
him, came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” 5 They answered, 
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing 
with them. 6 When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the 
ground. 7 Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of 
Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let 
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these people go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a 
single one of those whom you gave me.” 10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew 
it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was 
Malchus. 11 Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink 
the cup that the Father has given me?” 
 
First candle is extinguished. 
 
The Second Reading  Stacy B. 
12 So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. 
13 First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high 
priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better 
to have one person die for the people. 
 
Second candle is extinguished. 
 
HYMN “Ah, Holy Jesus” (verse 1) (ELW 349) 
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The Third Reading  Gloria H. 
15 Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to 
the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16 but Peter 
was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high 
priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. 
17 The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” 
He said, “I am not.” 18 Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire 
because it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming themselves. 
Peter also was standing with them and warming himself. 
 
Third candle is extinguished. 
 
The Fourth Reading  Gloria H. 
19 Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. 
20 Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in 
synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing 
in secret. 21 Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know 
what I said.” 22 When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus 
on the face, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus answered, “If I 
have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you 
strike me?” 24 Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
 
Fourth candle is extinguished. 
 
HYMN “Ah, Holy Jesus” (verse 2) (ELW 349) 

Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee. 

'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; 
I crucified thee. 
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The Fifth Reading  Gene H. 
25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not 
also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the 
slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, 
“Did I not see you in the garden with him?” 27 Again Peter denied it, and at that 
moment the cock crowed. 
 
Fifth candle is extinguished. 
 
The Sixth Reading  Gene H. 
28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the 
morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual 
defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate went out to them and said, 
“What accusation do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered, “If this man 
were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” 31 Pilate said to 
them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The Jews replied, 
“We are not permitted to put anyone to death.” 32 (This was to fulfill what Jesus had 
said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 
 
Sixth candle is extinguished. 
 
HYMN “Ah, Holy Jesus” (verse 3) (ELW 349) 

Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; 
the slave hath sinned, and the Son hath suffered; 

for our atonement, while we nothing heeded, 
God interceded. 

 

The Seventh Reading  Andy B. 
33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
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and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to 
this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the 
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate asked him, “So you are a 
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I 
came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens 
to my voice.” 38 Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 
 
Seventh candle is extinguished. 
 
The Eighth Reading  Andy B. 
38After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case 
against him. 39 But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. 
Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 40 They shouted in reply, 
“Not this man but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a rebel. 
 
Eighth candle is extinguished. 
 
HYMN “Ah, Holy Jesus” (verse 4) (ELW 349) 

For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, 
thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's oblation; 

thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, 
for my salvation. 

 
The Ninth Reading  John D. K. 
1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 And the soldiers wove a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. 3 They kept 
coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. 
4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let 
you know that I find no case against him.” 5 So Jesus came out wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 6 When the chief 
priests and the police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said 
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to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him.” 7 The Jews 
answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he 
has claimed to be the Son of God.” 
8 Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. 9 He entered his 
headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no 
answer. 10 Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not 
know that I have power to release you and power to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered 
him, “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; 
therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 
 
Ninth candle is extinguished. 
 
HYMN “Ah, Holy Jesus” (verse 5) (ELW 349) 

Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, 
I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee; 

think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, 
not my deserving. 

 
The Tenth Reading  Rosemarie S. 
12 From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this 
man, you are no friend of Caesar. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself 
against Caesar.” 
13 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s 
bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. 14 Now it was 
the day of Preparation for the Passover, and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, 
“Here is your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” 
Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have 
no king but Caesar.” 16 Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 
 
Tenth candle is extinguished. 
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HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This” (verse 1) (ELW 666)

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Eleventh Reading  Justine W. 
So they took Jesus, 17 and carrying the cross by himself he went out to what is called 
the Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him 
and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also 
had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King 
of the Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews read this inscription because the place where Jesus 
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was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 
21 Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the 
Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’ ” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have 
written I have written.” 
 
Eleventh candle is extinguished. 
 
HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This” (verse 2) (ELW 666) 

When I was sinking down, 
sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down 

beneath God's righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown 
for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

The Twelfth Reading  Ariadne W. 
23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into 
four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, 
woven in one piece from the top. 24 So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it but 
cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, 
 “They divided my clothes among themselves, 
  and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
 
Twelfth candle is extinguished. 
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HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This” (verse 3) (ELW 666) 
To God and to the Lamb 

I will sing, I will sing; 
to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

to God and to the Lamb, 
who is the great I AM, 

while millions join the theme, 
I will sing, I will sing, 

while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

The Thirteenth Reading  Vicky K. 
25 And that is what the soldiers did. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother 
and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, 
here is your son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that 
hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
 
Thirteenth candle is extinguished. 
 

HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This” (verse 4) (ELW 666) 
And when from death I'm free, 

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 

and when from death I'm free, 
I'll sing God's love for me, 

and through eternity 
I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

and through eternity I'll sing on. 
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The Fourteenth Reading  Bethany B. 
28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill 
the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put 
a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 30 When 
Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and 
gave up his spirit. 
 
Fourteenth candle is extinguished. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
A:  We pray together in whispered tones.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
  



 15 

Choral Meditation “Ave Verum Corpus” W. A. Mozart 
Celebration Choir 

Hail, true Body, born 
of the Virgin Mary, 

having truly suffered, sacrificed 
on the cross for mankind, 
from whose pierced side 
water and blood flowed: 

Be for us a sweet foretaste 
in the trial of death! 

 
The Fifteenth Reading  Pastor Naomi Hartman 
31 Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the 
cross during the Sabbath, especially because that Sabbath was a day of great 
solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the 
bodies removed. 32 Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the 
other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that 
he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers 
pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. 35 (He who saw 
this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows 
that he tells the truth, so that you also may continue to believe.) 36 These things 
occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” 
37 And again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they 
have pierced.” 
 
Procession to the Memorial Garden 
Please stand as the Christ Candle is removed. Symbolic of our Lord’s burial in the 
garden tomb, we process into the Memorial Garden where the candle is placed 
before the cross.  
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Hymn  “Jesus, Remember Me” (sing 3 times)  (ELW #616) 

 
 
The Sixteenth Reading  Pastor Naomi Hartman 
38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a 
secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the 
body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission, so he came and removed his body. 
39 Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture 
of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 40 They took the body of Jesus 
and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the 
Jews. 41 Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the 
garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42 And so, because 
it was the Jewish day of Preparation and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 
All depart in silence. 
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We thank those who are serving for worship this evening: 
Presiding Minister:  Pastor Naomi Hartman  
Assisting Minister: Ellie Mae N. 
Greeter: Lonnie J. 
Crucifer: John D. K. 
Acolyte: Gary A. 
Proclaimers: Stacy B., Gloria H., Gene H., Andy B., John D. K., Rosemarie S., Justine 
W., Ariadne W., Vicky K., Bethany B. 
Lights: TJ F. 
Audio/Visual Team: Michael B., Marty L. 
Guest Organist and Pianist: David Horr 
 
Special Thanks: We thank David Horr for sharing his musical talents with us this 
evening. An active member of the Southern Arizona American Guild of Organists, 
David is enjoying retirement and the occasional guest organist role throughout 
southern Arizona. 
 
 
 
 
Liturgical music and selected liturgies from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted/ 
podcast/ streamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103718. • New Revised Standard Version (Updated 
Edition) Bible, copyright © 2022, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. • Hymns reprinted/ podcast/ streamed with permission under OneLicense.net License #A-722966. • 
Hymns reprinted/ podcast/ streamed with permission under CCLI License #AH-21591520 and 21591513. All rights reserved. •  The Confession and 
Forgiveness, Prayer of the Day, Offering Prayer, and Eucharistic Prayer are written by Rev. Miriam Samuelson-Roberts. “Unbroken: A Living Faith” 
© 2025 Church Anew. Used with permission. 
"In Silence We Wait" - Text and music: Susan Masters. Text and music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
"Were You There" Text: African American spiritual. Music: African American spiritual. Arr. © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. 

"Ah, Holy Jesus" Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt. Music: Johann Crüger, 1598-1662. 
"What Wondrous Love Is This" Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt. Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. 
Christiansen, 1914-1997, alt. Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House. 

"Ave Verum Corpus" Text: Latin hymn 13th century. Music: W.A. Mozart (1756-1791). 
"Jesus, Remember Me" - Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community. Music: REMEMBER ME, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994. Text and music © 1981 Les 
Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent, Chicago IL. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
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Left blank intentionally—like the open-ended story of God’s work through us.  
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This page is left blank on purpose… because grace makes space for what’s next.  
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GRACE-FILLED   +   INCLUSIVE   +   GENEROUS   +   JUSTICE-FOCUSED 
 

Lutheran Church of the Foothills is a member of the Grand Canyon 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). As a 
Reconciling in Christ community, we welcome all to our congregation.   

 
Purpose Statement:  

Called and empowered to proclaim the radical love of Christ through lives of service. 

Council: 
President: Bethany Boyd, bethanyb@lcftucson.org  • Vice President: Marty Lueking, 
marty@lcftucson.org  • Secretary: Denise Roepke, denise@lcftucson.org  • Treasurer: Ed 
Landes, treasurer@lcftucson.org  • Member-at-Large: Charity Bertenshaw, 
charityb@lcftucson.org  • Member-at-Large: Lonnie Jenkins, lonnie@lcftucson.org  • 
Member-at-Large: Nick Hoyme, nick@lcftucson.org  

Staff: 
Pastor: The Reverend Naomi Hartman, pastor@lcftucson.org  • Celebration Choir 
Director: Dr. Andy Bade, choirdirector@lcftucson.org  • Los Campaneros Bell Choir 
Director: Gloria Hoyme, gloria@lcftucson.org  • Office Administrator:  Stacy Bade, 
office@lcftucson.org  • Bookkeeper: Brenda Jordan, bookkeeper@lcftucson.org 

Land Acknowledgement Statement: 
Lutheran Church of the Foothills is located on the original and ancestral homelands of 
the Tohono O’odham and Pascua Yaqui people, and we give thanks for their presence 
here since time immemorial. We wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings 
who have and continue to call this land their home. We acknowledge the historical 
injustices and colonialism perpetrated on these Indigenous Peoples, past and present, 
and we strive to be mindful of our complicity. 

 

Stay connected with us: 
Office hours: Tuesday through Friday, 9:00a-3:00p 

Lutheran Church of the Foothills • 5102 N. Craycroft Rd., Tucson AZ 85718-6343 
Telephone: 520-299-5631 • Website: www.foothillslutherantucson.org 

Facebook: LCFTucson • YouTube: Lutheran Church of the Foothills - Tucson 

https://www.gcsynod.org/
https://www.gcsynod.org/
https://www.elca.org/
https://www.reconcilingworks.org/ric/
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https://www.facebook.com/people/LCFTucson/61553349487137/
https://www.youtube.com/@lutheranchurchofthefoothil6073/streams

	Gathering Hymn “Were You There” (ELW 353)

