
Sunday Celebration 
 

4th Sunday of Lent ~ March 19, 2023 ~ 10:30a 

Lutheran Church of the Foothills ~ Tucson, Arizona 

Assembly speaks responses in dark print.   

P:  Presiding Minister leads 

A:  Assisting Minister leads 

L:  Lector/Proclaimer leads 
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Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Foothills 

We are grateful to have you joining us in worship today. Please note the following 

information so that your time with us is spiritually uplifting and comfortable. 

Holy Communion: All are welcome to receive the Lord’s Supper. There is no age 

requirement. It is God’s table, not ours, and all are invited. If you are spiritually hungry, 

come and be fed. 

How to Commune: At the ushers’ invitation, come up the center aisle to the Pastor and 

hold your hands out to receive the host (wafer). You may either dip the host in the split 

chalice or place the host in your mouth and pick up an individual cup of red wine or 

white grape juice to drink. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. After you drink 

the cup, place your empty cup in the lined basket before returning via the side aisle to 

your seat. If you prefer to remain seated, please indicate this to the usher and communion 

will be brought you.  

Offering: Thank you for your continued support of the mission and ministry of Lutheran 

Church of the Foothills. You can place your offering in the basket in the back of the 

center aisle before service begins, give online at our website, or scan the QR code found 

in the worship liturgy. “Sunday Dollars,” loose dollars placed in the basket, are 

automatically designated for our current month’s Community Service emphasis. 

Recordings: This service is being recorded and live streamed.  

Pray-Ground: We enjoy having our children in worship, and we delight in their ability to 

see and experience all that is happening in the worship space. We invite you to sit 

anywhere you are comfortable. There is a special place in the front, pulpit side of the 

sanctuary designated the Pray-Ground, where children can worship, wiggle, play, color, 

learn and grow as part of our faith community. Adults are encouraged to sit where 

children can see them when they are using the Pray-Ground, in case they need assistance.  

Restrooms: Restrooms are located down the east hallway between the Activities Room 

and the front entrance of the building. These restrooms are handicap accessible and each 

contains a changing table. There is a gender neutral facility in the Learning Center, 

located at the end of the west hallway past the church offices. 

Hearing Assistance: Please switch to a T-coil setting on your hearing aids to take 

advantage of the induction loop. The ushers can provide you with headphones to wear 

during the service if you so desire. 

Large Print Bulletins: If you desire a large print bulletin, please request one from the 

ushers as you enter the worship space. 

Weekly Footnotes: If you would like to subscribe to our weekly newsletter, visit the 

bottom of the homepage of our website: www.foothillslutherantucson.org  
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Prelude  “This Is My Father's World” (Terra Beata) (See ELW 824)  

 setting by Neil Harmon 

 

Welcome to Worship Pastor Naomi Hartman 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

Greeting  

P:  The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God ☩ and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with all of you. 
 And also with you. 

 

Gathering Hymn “Have You Thanked the Lord?” (ELW 829) 

 

Verses 1-3 next page . . .  
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. . . Refrain on previous page 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  We gather because God brought us here. We meet because Jesus sets the 

table. We worship because the Holy Spirit ☩ gives us life. Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (Pause for 

reflection.) Merciful God, 

We wander. We run away. We think we can do things our own way but 

we end up in messes of our own making and problems we can’t solve. 

Find us when we are stuck, in a pit of despair or on a boat to nowhere. 

Reveal our faults and forgive our sin. Send us back out with words and 

actions to help the world that you love so much. 

None of us can flee from the love of God, not in the heights of heaven nor the pit 

of grief in loss. God will always find us with love that beckons us home. So hear 

the words that each of us need: You are loved beyond all knowing. 

You are forgiven in the name of Jesus. ☩ You are free. You are unfinished. You 

are beloved. Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer  
A:  Let us pray. God of creation and compassion, 

you often show up in unexpected and disruptive ways. Help us to hear 

your voice when our lives are churning, to perceive your compassion in 

the storm, and to hope in your resurrection even as we face death. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

Reading Jonah 4 

L:  A reading from Jonah.   
1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the 

LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own 

country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a 

gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and 

ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, 

for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right for you 

to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and 

made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what 

would become of the city. 
6The Lord GOD appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 

over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about 

the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that 
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attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry 

east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and 

asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he 

said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned 

about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came 

into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned 

about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty 

thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many 

animals?”  

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Musical Offering “Be the Light of Christ” arr. Wes Cameron 

What will you give to the Savior? To the One who gave all, will you go in his 

name to spread the light of truth? To the corners of the world, he has asked 

you to go. Will you go in his name? 

Be the light of Christ to the people of the world.  

Be the Light of Christ, spread the word among God’s people.  

Will you give help to the needy? Will you clothe and give them food? Will you 

give in his name, s he has given to you? Every gift is from above, and it comes 

to us from God. Will you give in his name? 

Be the light of Christ… 

 

Children’s Message Pastor Naomi Hartman 

 

Message Pastor Naomi Hartman 
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Hymn of the Day “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” (ELW 779) 
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Affirmation of Faith 

A: Let us confess our faith together in the words of the Ionian Creed:  

We believe that God is present in the darkness before dawn; in the waiting 

and uncertainty where fear and courage join hands, conflict and caring link 

arms, and the sun rises over barbed wire. 

We believe in a with-us God who sits down in our midst to share our 

humanity. 

We affirm a faith that takes us beyond a safe place: into action, into 

vulnerability and onto the streets. 

We commit ourselves to work for change and put ourselves on the line; to 

bear responsibility, take risks, live powerfully and face humiliation; to stand 

with those on the edge; to choose life and be used by the Spirit for God’s new 

community of hope. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 
A: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

A: Powerful God, you anoint kings and establish rulers. Guide the work of heads 

of state and elected officials. Encourage them to lead with justice and to remove 

barriers that impede the well-being of all. Merciful God, 

 receive our prayer. 

A: God our host, you fill us at your table with more than we could ever ask. Feed 

us with hunger for justice. Equip the feeding ministries of this congregation and 

community especially the Primavera Men’s Shelter. Nourish us so we can nourish 

our neighbors. Merciful God, 

 receive our prayer. 

A: Shepherding God, you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. Keep 

watch over those who weep; tend all who are sick and comfort those who grieve. 

Today we name: Matthew, Monet, Nancy, Francine, Pastor Chuck, Sue, Michael, 

Megan, Tova, Brandon and Nora, Ulrich, Jim K., Roberta, Alicia, Martha, 

Barbara Ann, Trina, George, Terry and Marc, Alberta, Cora, and Phyllis. We pray 

for those we now name aloud or silently. (Pause.) Merciful God, 

 receive our prayer. 
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A: We join together in our Community Service prayer for March: 

God of love, we pray for all seminary students who have responded to 

your call to ministry, including those assisted by the Fund for 

Leaders. Help us to prosper the work of this fund so that seminarians 

are not burdened by debt as they prepare to serve in your vineyard. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. Amen. 

A: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 

promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 Amen. 
 

Our Offering of Gifts 

Thank you for your continued support of the mission and 

ministry of Lutheran Church of the Foothills. Place your 

offering in the baskets at the entrance to the sanctuary, make 

your offering online at https://www.foothillslutherantucson.org 

or scan the QR code with the camera app on your phone.  

At this time the ushers will bring the offering baskets forward to the Assisting 

Minister. 

 

Offering Prayer 

A:  Let us pray. Almighty and restoring God, we have been living through some 

difficult days, as churches and as individuals, wondering if we will make it 

through one more day, whether the church will survive for another generation; 

and we feel like Jonah called to preach to people who surely won't listen. As we 

offer our tithes and offerings, help us to hear the word of hope shared in Your 

word, not just with our ears but with our hearts, reminding us that while it is your 

grace and love that turns hearts, it is our invitation that can open welcoming 

doors. May it call us back to life and service, out of the graves of despair in which 

we have buried ourselves. In Christ’s holy name. 

 Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

  

about:blank
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The Great Thanksgiving 
P: O God, Creator of our wilderness world, 

O God, Savior of the lost, 

O God, Comforter of the sick and suffering, 

we give you thanks for your everlasting might; 

we glorify you for your covenant of mercy. 

For forty days you cleansed the earth with the waters of the flood. 

For forty days you illumined Moses with the words of your law. 

For forty years you fed your people with manna from heaven. 

You became truly human in Jesus our brother. 

For forty days, with fasting and prayer, he renounced the power of the devil. 

On the night before he died he took bread, and gave thanks, 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

We extol his life. Amen: Amen. 

We lament his death. Amen: Amen. 

We celebrate his resurrection. Amen: Amen. 

Transform us, O God, with your lively Spirit. 

Make this food into manna for our journey, the body and blood of your Son. 

Grant us with the Ninevites forty days of repentance. 

Teach us your words of wisdom and justice. 

Renew the whole earth with baptismal grace. 

At the last, lead all your pilgrim people through our deserts to your Easter garden. 

To you, O God, Creator, Savior, Comforter, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be our worship and praise, adoration and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen. 

Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those  

who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom,  

the power,  

and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P:  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

Please be seated.  

 

We experience the presence of our Lord in gifts of bread and wine, and all are 

welcome to Christ’s table. Worship musicians and volunteers will be served first; 

then the ushers will direct the assembly forward row by row. 
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Song during Communion “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” (ELW 461) 
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Song during Communion “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” (ELW 708) 
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Song during Communion “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”(ELW 751) 

 

 

Blessing after Communion 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

 Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A:  Faithful, generous, abiding God, we give you thanks for the bread of heaven 

and the cup of salvation. May the taste of this meal linger so that we will be 

strengthened in our Lenten journey. Give us courage to listen to your call so that 

we may find a deeper relationship with you. To your glory, 

 Amen.  
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Mission Moments 

A:  If you have a ministry message to share, please come forward to the 

microphone so all can hear you. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

Blessing 

P:  May we find ourselves open to the calling of God, even when it sends us to 

unexpected, uncomfortable spaces. May we be challenged to spread the news of 

God's love in the world, even when it means offering grace to the outcast and 

enemy among us. May we see the Spirit of God inside ourselves and all creation, 

in the name of the one who came not to condemn the world but to save it, Jesus 

Christ. 

 Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn “Great is Thy Faithfulness” (ELW 733) 

 
Continued on next page . . .  
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. . . Continued from previous page 
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Dismissal 

A: Go forth and share God's love and peace in the world. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

 

We thank those who are serving for worship this morning: 

Presiding Minister:  The Rev. Naomi Hartman  

Assisting Minister:  Gary Anderson 

Ushers:  the Meyer family 

Proclaimer:  Carol Lundberg 

Communion Servers:  Lonnie Jenkins & Laura Hollengreen 

Worship Preparation:  Gloria & Gene Hoyme 

Announcement Slideshow Creator:  Stewart McDonald 

Audio/Visual Team:  Stewart McDonald & Liz Zidel 

Organist and Pianist:  Dr. Ji Sun Lee 

Celebration Choir and Music Director:  Dr. Andy Bade 

Other Musicians: Kathleen Rogers, Ulrich Michael, Ariadne & Noah Wolgemuth 

 

About our Community Service Prayer for March: 

Our Community Service giving emphasis for March is the Fund for Leaders 

scholarship program of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). For 

more information about this fun golf tournament and fund raiser, visit the 

Community Services display in the lobby. 

 
Liturgical music and selected liturgies from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted/ podcast/ streamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103718. • 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. • Hymns reprinted/ podcast/ 
streamed with permission under OneLicense.net License #A-722966. • Hymns reprinted/ podcast/ streamed with 

permission under CCLI License #AH-21591520 and 21591513. All rights reserved. • Ionian Creed © The Iona Community 

from The Iona Abby Worship Book, published by Wild Goose Publications, Iona Community, Glasgow, UK. Used by 
permission from the publisher. +++ “The Great Thanksgiving” From Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks: A Collection of 

Litanies, Laments, and Thanksgivings at Font and Table by Gail Ramshaw, copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved. The liturgical text in this file is intended for corporate worship and may be reproduced by the purchaser of 
Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks for local use only, but not for sale, provided all copies carry this copyright notice: 

“Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reproduced by permission.” 
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Lutheran Church of the Foothills 

5102 N. Craycroft Rd., Tucson AZ 85718-6343 

520-299-5631   www.foothillslutherantucson.org 

Office hours: Tuesday through Friday, 9:00a-3:00p 

 

Lutheran Church of the Foothills is a member of the Grand 

Canyon Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA). As a Reconciling in Christ community, we 

welcome all to our congregation.   

 

 

 

+ + + 

 

 

 

Council: 

Executive committee: Gene Hoyme, Bryan Daum, Ken Goode II, Ellie Mae 

Nelson. 

At-large members: Kristen Birner, Marty Lueking, Bethany Boyd. 

 

Staff: 

Organist: Ralph Geror, Jr. 

Pianist: Dr. Ji Sun Lee 

Celebration Choir and Music Director: Dr. Andy Bade 

Office Administrator:  Stacy Bade, office@foothillslutheran.org  

Pastor: The Reverend Naomi Hartman, pastor@foothillslutheran.org 

 

 

WORSHIP   +   SERVE   +   NURTURE   +   GROW 
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