Funding Opportunity Announcement for Mount Sinai School of Medicine (MSSM), Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Rockefeller University and CUNY SPH/Hunter College Faculty Members:
Up to $50,000 for HIV/AIDS-related Cross-institutional Collaborative Catalytic Research Project
 
To:       All Mount Sinai, Einstein, Rockefeller, and CUNY-SPH/Hunter College faculty investigators

[bookmark: _Hlk217399834]From:  Vinayaka R. Prasad PhD, Talia Swartz MD PhD, Julia Arnsten MD, Theodora Hatziioannou PhD, and Christian Grov, PhD: Core Directors, ERCM-CFAR Developmental Core 

Date:  December 28, 2025 					Application Deadline:   Monday, February 2, 2026

We are delighted to welcome the Mount Sinai Medical School and its investigators to our NIH-funded multi-institutional Einstein-Rockefeller-CUNY-MSSM CFAR. One key aim of NIH-funded multi-institutional CFARs is to foster cross-institutional collaborations between investigators at our different institutions that advance HIV/AIDS research.

To spark new collaborations between Mount Sinai researchers and those from Einstein, Rockefeller and CUNY-SPH/Hunter College, we are offering $50,000 to fund a Catalytic Research Project. This initiative will provide up to $50,000 support for a new collaborative project between at least one Mount Sinai investigator and one or more researchers from Einstein, Rockefeller, or CUNY-SPH/Hunter College.

Eligibility: Applications must be submitted by an applicant team that includes at least one Principal Investigator from the Mount Sinai Medical School and at least one Principal Investigator from Einstein, Rockefeller, or CUNY-SPH/Hunter College). All Principal Investigators must hold the rank of Assistant Professor or higher and propose an HIV/AIDS-related research project. 

If you are planning to respond to this announcement, please feel free to request a consultation session with the Developmental Core leaders listed above.
Applications should be electronically submitted as a single PDF file that should contain the following sections (strict adherence to the page limitations is required) in the order as listed: 
0. Front page: (i) Title of the project, (ii) names of the MSSM principal investigator and Einstein, Rockefeller or CUNY-SPH/Hunter College Co-PI, co-investigators, their Departmental affiliations and abstract (up to 200 words). No institutional signatures are required.
0. Project description: Up to 3 pages (including specific aims, significance, innovation, and research design) plus one additional page for references. The project description should be single-spaced, 11-point font or larger, and margins should be at least 0.5 inches. Figure legends can use a smaller font. Proposals are strongly encouraged to include a paragraph outlining plans for the use of CFAR cores in carrying out the proposed project. Visit the ERCM-CFAR website (https://einsteinmed.edu/centers/erc-center-for-aids-research/) and click on Core Facilities, then review the three scientific cores (Clinical and Translational Science, Biomarkers and Advanced Technology and the Behavioral and Implementation Science cores) to learn more about the various services that are available to assist in your proposed AIDS research. Applications should clearly describe the scientific contributions to the project of investigators from each participating institution.

0. Statement regarding IRB approval status: If the proposed project requires IRB approval, please provide information regarding IRB approval status. Because IRB approval takes time which may delay the initiation of the project, when applicable, preference may be given to fund projects with IRB approval or where the IRB protocol has been submitted.
0. Statement regarding future funding: In a separate page, applicants must include a short paragraph outlining how this catalytic pilot grant funds will lead to future Cross-institutional HIV-related NIH grant applications . 
0. Biographical Sketch: (Standard NIH format (new SciENcv format not required) with relevant publications. 
0. Budget: (Standard NIH format) with up to one page of budget justification. 
0. Other Support: Information about the applicant’s active and pending grant support, with amounts requested or approved, annual amounts, and duration of award.  
Submission of the entire application as a single PDF file format is mandatory to aid in obtaining rapid scientific reviews. You can employ the NIH fillable PDF file formats (PHS 398 forms are adequate) to assist you in creating a final PDF file.
Budget guidelines 
1. The NIH budget and budget justification format (Form PHS 398) should be used. 
1. The budget for this Catalytic Research Project is for a maximum of $50,000 over a 12-month period. 
1. Funding may be used to support personnel, but clear justification must be provided why support of personnel is required for the proposed project. Funds can only be used to support the salary of the PI if it is needed to free up time committed to clinical service to enable the PI to do this project. If salary support is requested for the PI, a letter must be submitted from the PI’s Chair or Division Head detailing how salary support will free up clinical time for the PI. 
1. Up to $5,000 in additional funding in the form of a credit may be provided to fund the cost of services provided by ERCM-CFAR cores. These additional funds should not be included in the budget as it is provided in the form of credit. However, if you are planning to use one of the ERCM-CFAR Scientific Cores (Behavioral and Implementation Science Core, Biomarker and Advanced Technology Core, and Clinical and Translational Science Core) for the pilot project, please describe in your proposal how the core facility will assist in your research and indicate at the bottom of the budget justification page how this credit will be used).
Please feel free to contact one of the Directors of the ERCM-CFAR Developmental Core (vinayaka.prasad@einsteinmed.edu, talia.swartz@mssm.edu, jarnsten@montefiore.org, thatziio@rockefeller.edu or christian.grov@sph.cuny.edu) for any questions regarding this RFA. Please contact the appropriate Core Director for additional details regarding the usage of ERCM-CFAR cores and costs of services provided by the ERCM-CFAR core. 
Key Dates: 
	Application deadline 
	Monday, February 2, 2026

	Scientific Review 
	Feb 2026 

	Start date 
	March 2026


 
Please submit the following items by Monday, February 2, 2026: One complete application, including all components 1-7 above,  as a single PDF file. Submissions to be made via email to:
georgia.veroutis@einsteinmed.edu
sonya.rusanov@einsteinmed.edu
