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Prosthetics Patient Care Proposal 

In response to Haiti Earthquake August 2021 
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

During the August 14th Haitian earthquake more than 6,000 people were injured --- a number 

expected to grow.  The majority of injuries are severe crush injuries from collapsing buildings and 

structures.  Given the lack of immediate medical care and the rapid rate of infections that occur 

with crush injuries, many people will likely lose limbs.  Regrettably, infants, children and young 

adults will likely be among the affected.   

 

The loss of mobility in Haiti is nothing less than a death sentence.  Rough terrain, lack of handicap 

aids like prostheses, crutches, wheelchairs, and walkers and supportive structures like paved roads, 

sidewalks and ramps isolate amputees and effectively remove them from viable ways to earn a 

living or carry out normal daily survival functions. 

 

In a poor country such as Haiti, early injury identification and management is essential.  Haitians 

have no access to unemployment or disability financial support.  There are no rehabilitation or 

long-term care facilities in Haiti.  Home health care is non-existent.  There are no public measures in 

place to accommodate disability.  Thus, at a certain burden of injury, survival in Haiti becomes 

impossible.  

 

Hôpital Sacré Coeur in Milot, Haiti faced a similar national medical crisis after the 2010 Haitian 

earthquake.  In response to the number of amputees in the country as a result of the earthquake, 

Hôpital Sacré Coeur immediately established one of the first and primary Prosthetics Workshops in 

the nation on May 1, 2010.   The Hôpital Sacré Coeur Prosthetics and Physiotherapy Center evolved 

into one of the primary centers of treatment and hope for Haitian amputees.   

 

In response to the gravity of current social, environmental, and medical challenges, Haiti Health 

Promise, founded as The CRUDEM Foundation, is now seeking $50,000 to cover Hôpital Sacré 

Coeur’s costs for prosthetic fittings and 5 years follow up care for 20 patients severely 

injured in the August 2021 Haiti earthquake.  This funding would enable patients who lost limbs 

to regain the mobility needed to pursue productive and more viable lives. 
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PROSTHETICS DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW 
 
In response to the number of amputees in Haiti as a result of the 2010 earthquake, Hôpital Sacré 

Coeur established one of the first and primary Prosthetics Workshops in the nation on May 1, 2010.  

Not only has the workshop outfitted patients with prosthetics needed for their mobility, but it also 

resulted in the training of two local workers, who, with Hôpital Sacré Coeur support and funding, 

attained their CPO certifications.  The workshop now operates out of a dedicated orthopedic center 

that is augmented with a comprehensive physiotherapy unit. 

 

Prior to January 2010, the World Factbook reported 14,720 amputees in the country, 4,303 of those 

persons are under the age of 15.  Since the 2010 earthquake, those numbers have increased.    

Hôpital Sacré Coeur is acutely aware of its role and responsibility to serve this patient population in 

meeting the patients’ immediate and long-term needs. 

 

The prosthetics staff fabricate prostheses, adhering to WHO prosthetic and orthotic guidelines, that 

fit, are functional, and suited to local terrain and infrastructure.  The amputees being served receive 

training and therapy in how to properly utilize the prosthetic before returning home.  In addition, 

the hospital implements careful tracking and follow-up guidelines to ensure proper patient care.   

As a result of their new prosthetics, patients regain their dignity and freedom in addition to their 

ability to walk again and use both arms, as they work towards restoring independence and 

normalcy for themselves and their families --- a crucial goal as well for all of Haiti as they work to 

rebuild their fractured country. 

 

One mother underscored the importance of Hôpital Sacré Coeur’s care when she repeatedly noted 

that her 8-year-old daughter would have been lost to her forever had it not been for the excellent 

care given the child by the orthopedic services at Hôpital Sacré Coeur and the subsequent fitting of 

her daughter with a lower extremity prosthetic. 
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PROSTHETICS PATIENT CARE PROGRAM BUDGET 
 

September 2021 – September 2026 
20 Patients 

Uses of Funds 
 

Item Annual Amount US$ 
Orthopedic consultation, 
prosthetics fabrication, fitting 
and 5 years follow up care at 
$2,500 per patient x 20 patients $50,000 

Total $50,000 
 

 
CONCLUSION 

  
We are deeply grateful for donations totaling $50,000 to support Hôpital Sacré Coeur’s Prosthetics 
Patient Care Program. Please know that such generosity will directly provide many Haitian 
amputees with the profound ability to regain mobility and became productive, viable members of 
society.  
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Haiti Health Promise of Holy Name  
The CRUDEM Foundation, Inc. 
362 Sewall Street / P. O. Box 804 

Ludlow, Massachusetts 01056 USA 
413-642-0450 

www.crudem.org 
 

CRUDEM Tax Identification Number: 43-1660199 
 

501 (c) 3 non-profit determination: 1995 
 
 

CRUDEM Foundation Board 
David G. Butler, MD, KM 

Chairman 
dgbnorwood@yahoo.com 

201-871-4040 

http://www.crudem.org/
mailto:dgbnorwood@yahoo.com

