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Families will be given an arrival time the Wednesday before the show.
10:00 AM  Group A will start riding      
10:20 AM Group B will start riding
10:40 AM the Halftime Show will start. All campers will participate in the Halftime Show.
11:05 AM Group C will start riding
11:25 AM Group D will start riding

Campers riding in Group A and B will be released to their parents after the halftime show.
Campers riding in Group C and D will be released to their parents after they finish their
horse show. 
Luggage pick-up at the cities: Once you have watched your camper ride, you will drive to
her cabin to pick up her luggage. This has been a huge success in eliminating lost and
found. However, all vehicles will be required to drive very slowly and carefully to ensure the
safety of cars and walkers moving around camp at the same time.  Remember, bags will not
come home as neatly as they arrived. You may have more items to claim, like laundry bags
and towels. Before you leave, ask your camper to look and make sure she has everything.

Camp has concluded with a horseshow since 1962. We have redesigned the horse show to be a
mix of old and new traditions. 

Before the Show:
• Please arrive on time for your assigned window. Campers will start the riding demonstration on
time and cannot repeat the performance. Please allow yourself time to park and walk to the
riding area.
• There is a short walk to the riding ring. 
• If you would like to sit during the show, you may bring a chair to set up along the horseshow
ring.
After the show check-out procedure:
• Check-out will be in the Central Park area throughout the show.
• A parent or authorized person must be at check-out to sign out.
• All Medications are picked up at check-out
• Cash or Check can be used to pay Treat Store bills. We do not accept Credit Cards for Treat
Store accounts

Get Ready For Camp!
Returning Camper Spring Mailing 2023

Hello BR Families! 
I hope you have all had a great winter season, but I also hope you are ready for the 2023
camp season! Our team is busy preparing for this summer by planning our staff training
and new activities for campers. We are excited to welcome over 400 returning campers
this summer and 180 new campers! 
This newsletter is full of reminders for returning families but if you want the full BR Guide,
you can download it and more from our website. One of my favorite parts of my job is
speaking with all of you about camp; please call with any questions as you prepare for
camp this summer. Giddy up and get ready because summer is only weeks away!
LKH, Miss Maddie

Parents
All camper forms are due on May 1st. Submitting items on time allows us to focus on
running the best program vs. making reminder phone calls. Tuition is due by June 1st.
Let us know: Please share your child’s goals, any concerns, issues at home or school,
and medical information that may better help us care for her while she is at BR. The
more we know, the more we can help. Call, email, or use the About Me & About My
Camper Form in the registration portal.
Trusting our staff: Coach your child to talk to her counselor about any issues that
may arise. Our counselors are here to help and are trained in handling sensitive
issues and common camper concerns. We will contact you with major issues.

Health Forms and Mediation Information
The Health Forms consist of two parts: a physical and an

online health history. Camper Health Forms must be
completed every year (this follows State of Michigan and

ACA regulations). All forms are due by May 1st.
• The Camper Physical Form, must be completed by a
physician. If you need an extension due to the physical's
timing, please email us and let us know when your
appointment is scheduled so we know when to expect your
physical. Campers
cannot check into camp without a current physical. We ask
you to keep a copy for your records, just in case.
• The Online Camper Health History must be completed
online in the registration portal. Immunization history and
health insurance information are required. You can print out
a copy once it is complete if your physician would like to
review the form.

Medication must be in its original container or packaging,
labeled with the camper’s name, and have dosage

information. We cannot dispense medication that is not in
compliance with these state regulations. Please refer to the

Medication Section of the BR Guide if you are bringing
medication to camp.

Inhalers, epi-pens, sample packs and any other medications
that are removed from pharmacy packaging need dosing

instructions. Keep pharmacy packaging or obtain a
prescription from your doctor.

 

 Head Lice Checks
To help us keep everyone clear before arriving at camp,
check your camper for head lice two weeks before the

session and then again the day before. 
For more information refer to the BR Parents Guide online.

Horse Show Day
Saturday

Pick-up times will be assigned between 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
* Exception Starter Camp/Session 1 - pick-up times are different*

Visiting Camp and Guest Policy
Parents are responsible for all children (non-campers) they bring with them. Please supervise these guests carefully. The
playground and the small animals’ area require extra supervision. The waterfront, trampoline area, and tree climbing are off-
limits to guests.
Please do not bring any pets. Please know that BR has many dogs on the property. These dogs live here and may be running
around. Guests may not bring pets to the ranch as it presents a liability.

Important Message for Getting to BR: Please be aware if you are using a GPS navigation system, it may give you directions
that take you to Sheridan Line, but on the wrong side of the river. The BR is on the East Side of the Black River. You cannot
access our side of Sheridan Line Road from Black River Road. Go to the intersection of Croswell Rd. & Sheridan Line Rd. Then
head west on Croswell Rd.

Staff are not available to answer the phone in the office on incoming and horse show days to help with directions. Please
keep these directions handy when you are driving to camp.

Due May 1st:
Check-List

Health History Form

Due June 1st:
Camper Session Tuition

Physical Form

Bring to Check-in:
Medication must be:
In original container
labeled with dosage
labeled with with camper
name
In a zipped baggie

All Forms

About Me & My Camper
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Campers may not have any device with gaming or
cellular capabilities. Weapons, tobacco, e-cigs, vapes,
alcohol, and drugs are not allowed and will be cause

for automatic dismissal.

We recommend that you send pre-addressed,
prestamped envelopes with your child. We encourage
them to write home, but do not force them.
Mail is distributed daily. If service is late in the day,
delivery may not happen until the next day. We do not
deliver any mail or email on Sundays.
Please limit care packages larger than an envelope to
once or twice a session.
You can drop off a few letters for your camper at
check-in, just label them with the camper’s name, cabin,
and the date you would like them to be delivered.

We have a very small area to store mail, please
keep drop-offs to small or large envelopes. 

 

Items must be packaged and sealed as if the postal
service was delivering them. We will not accept boxes,  gift
bags, and unsealed bags. They are cumbersome and get

separated in the mailroom.

2023 BUNK1 Registration Code:
BRFARC23
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Campers with Food Allergies

Horseback Riding Program

Obtain and review a copy of the menu from our camp
website for when your camper will attend camp.
After reviewing the menu, please contact the office if
you have concerns about potential allergens. We will
work with the Food Service Manager to answer your
questions before you arrive at camp. 
If accommodations are required, a plan must be in
place at least one month before you arrive at camp.
This plan will be shared with our kitchen, health care
staff, and your camper’s counselors.

Our mission is to ensure the health, safety, and well-being
of all campers. Therefore, we want to be sure we have all
the details and information regarding your child’s food
allergy before the start of camp. Your doctor should write
this information on the Camp Physical Form, and it should
copied to the Camper Health History. We need to know
what causes the response, what type of response has
occurred in the past, the symptoms, and any
treatment/prevention strategies. A FARE form with a photo
of your camper is necessary for campers with serious food
allergies. 

We provide a vegetarian option and non-dairy milk at all
meals. Campers can request gluten-free substitutions in
advance. We do not prepare substitutions until requested to
save on food waste.

Parents should:

Groups will be taught a set curriculum based on their skill
level.  Groups will move through the skills at a pace set by the
average rider in the group. We try to balance each group to
allow riders to have fun and learn without instructor pressure
to advance. It is intended to be a fun, stress-free
environment. 

Struggling riders have the opportunity to get extra coaching
and additional practice at instructional riding in the
afternoon. More advanced riders will be challenged in
different ways, including more challenging horses and drills. If
they are demonstrating competency in the skills taught in their
group on a variety of horses, they may be offered the choice
of switching groups. 
If a camper feels like she is not progressing as quickly as she
would like, she can ask the instructor what skills need to be
mastered so that she can move up and practice during
instructional riding in the afternoon.

Riding Group Placement
Returning campers may choose any group up to the skill level
verified the previous season. They will also be re-evaluated on
the first day and may be moved based on the re-evaluation.

Please be sure to include any comments or concerns about
riding in the  Rider Placement form in the registration portal.
Please contact the office if you have already submitted this
form and need to make changes. 

The Equine Manager will decide what riding level is
appropriate. We will not place a camper in a riding group
that we believe to be beyond her capabilities. This is for the
safety of the camper.

*More details in the full Parents Guide are available online.*

BR Parents Guide Online
Please be sure to review the most updated version off the
BR Parent Guide. It can be found in the Forms section of

our website. Be sure to review: 
 

Goals and Mission of the Program
Camper Code of Conduct

Full Camp Policies
Cabin Placement Information

Health Information 
How to Prepare for Camp

Packing Information
 

Incoming Day
Sundays between 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm

Check-in times will be emailed 3-4 days in advance
Check-in times will be assigned in advance by cabin. A
sign for your car’s windshield with your camper’s name,
cabin, and assigned check-in time will be emailed to you
the 3 or 4 days before camp.
Check-in and arrival health screenings will take place in
your car via a drive-thru style.
Parents will be able to exit the car to unload luggage
and hug campers goodbye but will not be allowed in the
bunkhouses or to walk around camp.
Please do not arrive more than a few minutes early.
There will be a small holding area for cars that arrive
before their scheduled check-in time.
Bunks will be chosen by a popsicle stick lottery. If
campers need a bottom bunk for a specific reason,
please call or email in advance.
Parents will be able to meet the cabin staff outside the
cabin at drop-off.
You will have an opportunity to drop mail to be delivered
to your camper. Please see the mail/packages section
for more information.
Parents, we begin our safety orientations right after
check-in ends. If you think you will be arriving after your
check-in window, please contact the office and let us
know.

Mail & Packages

We do have a paid email service provided by an outside
company. If you have not used Bunk1 before, contact us
for more information. If you are registering for the first
time, you will need the registration code.

Please do not include food or candy. If food is sent
campers must consume it when it’s received because it
cannot be taken back to the cabin. Food items must be
shared with the cabin or camp, but what cannot be
consumed will be thrown away.

Things to Bring

We ask that campers not wear crop tops when they are
riding. If campers arrive for their morning lesson in a
crop top, we will have them return to their cabins to
change. 
Please label your campers helmet! With 128 black
helmets, it is easy to get confused about whose is
whose. Add a distinct marking with a sticker or name
label on the inside and the outside.
Riding boots should have a 1-inch to 1.5-inch heel on
them. Please no hiking or terrain boots. 
Campers who will be 15 by June 1st, don't forget to pack
a sleeping bag for trail ride sleepout! 

Here are a few important things to keep in mind when
packing for camp this summer:

The Things to Bring & Clothing List can all be found on the
website in the Camp Forms section.

Cell phones or any device with gaming or cellular
capabilities. i.e. No smartphones, watches, or tablets
with or without SIM cards.
Food, Candy, Pets, Specialty Sporting Equip, Weapons,
Tobacco, E-Cigs, Vapes, Drugs, Alcohol
Items that are not permitted will be taken to the office
and returned at check-out. Campers will be asked to
turn them in on the first night and after that, if items are
discovered, it will be considered a violation of the
conduct code.

NOT PERMITTED

Black River Farm and Ranch reserves the right to search a
camper's belongings when a staff member has reason to
suspect or has knowledge of contraband or potentially
harmful material. Please review the Camp Policies section
for further information.

Cabin Placement

Cabin requests are not guaranteed. 
Age and grade will be taken into consideration when
setting up cabins. Requests may not exceed an age
difference of 12 months or one grade. 
Campers who are 15 years old before June 1st will be
eligible to be on staff next season. We try to keep those
campers in cabin groups together for leadership
opportunities. Please plan accordingly when making
requests. 
The ages in each cabin will depend on the session. We
start with the youngest and work our way up. Campers
will not necessarily move up a cabin every year.

We will work to honor all mutual requests. Please remember,
we have each camper’s best interest in mind and are
committed to providing every camper with a good fit and
positive cabin experience.


