Rt Hon Yvette Cooper MP

Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs
King Charles Street

London

SW1A 2AH

7 June 2026
Dear Yvette,

We are writing to ask you to take urgent, concrete action to counter the escalation of violations against
Palestinians in the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem, in particular by ending trade with illegal
Israeli settlements.

As you know, on 19 May 2026 Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich instructed the Israeli Civil
Administration to initiate proceedings for the displacement of the Palestinian Bedouin community of
Khan al-Ahmar in the occupied West Bank, and the destruction of their property, which would
constitute the war crime of forcible transfer. The community of Khan al-Ahmar has been embroiled in a
gruelling struggle against erasure, displacement and state-backed settler violence as part of Israel’s E1
plan, which as you know seeks to bisect the West Bank and will make the two-state solution that we all
want to see an impossibility.

Settlement expansion and annexation in the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem has escalated
exponentially. Israel is reported to have approved 34 new settlements in April 2026 alone, which is half
the number approved in the previous record-setting year of 2025. The UN reported in March that
settlement expansion and annexation of the West Bank is driving mass forced displacement; with that
comes settler violence which is also out of control.

We welcome the sanctions against specific individuals that the UK has imposed, including against
Ministers Smotrich and Ben-Gvir. But it is abundantly clear that those sanctions are not enough.
Individual settlers and even individual Ministers are only implementing what the Israeli government is
supporting. Settlements —and all the violations which come with them — are sanctioned, incentivised
and financially enabled by the Israeli government. In February 2026, it was stated that our UK Labour
government “will take concrete steps in accordance with international law to counter settlement
expansion and to challenge policies and threats of forcible displacements and annexation.” But since
then, the situation has worsened considerably and the government has taken no further action. This is
unacceptable.

The case for ending trade with settlements is clear. The International Court of Justice has directed third
States not to enter into “trade dealings with Israel concerning the Occupied Palestinian Territory”,
which is widely interpreted as meaning states must not trade with settlements. There is a precedent in
UK law and policy of not trading with illegally occupied lands i.e. Crimea and other illegally occupied
parts of Ukraine, which also means the UK would not need primary legislation to enact a ban.

Finally, as we are sure you know, other European countries are moving ahead with their own bans.
While at least eleven EU countries, including recently France and Sweden, have called on the EU



Commission to end trade with settlements, several countries are moving forward unilaterally in lieu of a
common position, despite the challenges of being members of the common market. Spain is already
implementing a ban and Ireland, the Netherlands and Belgium are in the process of legislating for bans.
The UK need not wait for a common EU position and can implement a ban unilaterally, as it has done
with other illegally occupied lands.

There is an urgent need for accountability and concrete consequences in response to Israel’s violations
against Palestinians in the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem, which are spiralling by the day. We
believe ending trade with settlements is a vital next step and urge you to initiate proceedings to put
such a ban into place as soon as possible. If you are not able to do this, please set out why not, with
specific reference to i) why the UK’s position is not to implement the direction of the International
Court of Justice and ii) why the government does not feel it could implement a ban under the Sanctions
and Anti-money Laundering Act 2018, as it has done with other illegally occupied lands.
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