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Secretary of State for the Home Department

22" May 2026
Dear Secretaries of State,

RE: Medical Evacuation of Children in Gaza

We write to you as a cross-party group of MPs to urge you to reopen and scale up the UK’s medical
evacuation programme for patients from Gaza, particularly children.

The war has devastated Gaza’s health sector. Hospitals have been decimated, essential medicines and
medical equipment are in short supply, and critical services including oncology, advanced trauma care,
cardiac treatment and neurology are largely unavailable. Ongoing restrictions on the entry of supplies
continue to exacerbate shortages.

As a result, thousands of critically ill patients in Gaza have no viable pathway to life-saving treatment, nor is
there any realistic prospect that this will change in the near future.

Over 18,500 patients, including approximately 4,000 children, are estimated by the World Health
Organization and Gaza’s Ministry of Health to require urgent medical evacuation. Both organisations warn
that the true number is likely to be significantly higher due to mass displacement, poor documentation, and
severely restricted access to functioning hospitals. Between July 2024 and March 2026, at least 1,092
patients died while waiting for evacuation, an average of 65 preventable deaths every month.

While we acknowledge the medical evacuation of 51 children for treatment in the UK last autumn, this
figure remains vanishingly small when set against the scale of need, which continues to grow as conditions
in Gaza further deteriorate.

Since October 2025, only 793 patients have been evacuated, compared with 1,700 during the much shorter
January—March 2025 ceasefire. Following recent regional escalations, medical evacuations are again
suspended entirely, leaving thousands in limbo as their conditions deteriorate. The burden of responding to
this crisis has fallen overwhelmingly on a small number of regional states. Egypt, Jordan and the UAE have
received 84% of evacuated patients. The regional countries have the expertise, but the needs outstrip any
possible capacity to treat those who need it. The UK has the clinical capacity, expertise and moral obligation
to do more.
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Gaza’s health system cannot be rebuilt overnight, and critically ill patients cannot afford to wait.

We therefore urge you to reopen the UK’s medical evacuation pathway from Gaza without delay, working
with international partners to ensure evacuations are predictable, scaled up, and delivered at pace.

Yours sincerely,
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