
from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    12:13 PM 

Good afternoon, everyon!  Thank you for joining the call today.  For anyone calling in, please ensure 
your phones and computers are on mute and you may post any questions or comments you have in the 
chat box.  

from Jake to everyone:    12:20 PM 

-If a resident has already been in our observation unit for a week and was fully vaccinated a month ago 
can that resident be immediately sent to the general unit or does the resident have to remain for an 
additional week? 

from Jake to everyone:    12:21 PM 

-Do we need to see the vaccination documents from the visitor/vendors or can we trust their word? 

from Jake to everyone:    12:22 PM 

 

Group activities would need to be run separately for vaccinated and none vaccinated 
resident/employees ? 

 

from rperlmutter to everyone:    12:23 PM 

Hello all, We are going to review the new guidance in great detail today- if you would like to hold  
questions until the end we will address a lot of your questoins during the presentation. 

from Johannah Bowman, Amedisys Hospice to everyone:    12:30 PM 

Just want to start off by saying thank you to each and every single one of you helping to fight this battle 
daily. Especially all of the wonderful nurses who have been our heroes for a lifetime, but even more so 
during this extremely difficult year.  

As Florence Nightingale said, “Let is never consider ourselves finished nurses... we must be learning all 
of our lives.”  

This battle is just another lesson in which we will learn from and be more knowledgeable about in the 
future!  

Happy Nurses Week!  

from John M Mangione (privately):    12:36 PM 

We are in an outbreak with 5 residents that were all vaccinated. How often are you hearing about this 
happening?  
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from John M Mangione (privately):    12:36 PM 



We are in an outbreak with 5 residents that were all vaccinated. How often are you hearing about this 
happening?  

from Jim Thompson (privately):    12:38 PM 

@John M Mangione - are any of the residents exhibiting symptoms? 

from owner (privately):    12:38 PM 

I have a question.  We have a new resident who received his 1st vaccine in January but, never got his 
2nd vaccine.  Can we just schedule his 2nd vaccine or does he need to start over?? 
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from Jim Thompson (privately):    12:38 PM 

@John M Mangione - are any of the residents exhibiting symptoms? 

from owner (privately):    12:38 PM 

I have a question.  We have a new resident who received his 1st vaccine in January but, never got his 
2nd vaccine.  Can we just schedule his 2nd vaccine or does he need to start over?? 

from Melissa (privately):    12:39 PM 

How are people managing to test only unvaccinated staff, while maintaining confidentiality and avoiding 
resentful staff? 
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from Melissa (privately):    12:39 PM 

How are people managing to test only unvaccinated staff, while maintaining confidentiality and avoiding 
resentful staff? 

from apellicane1 (privately):    12:40 PM 

On the OBS unit is is it a recommendation or a requirment that patients not be allowed to shower? 
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from apellicane1 (privately):    12:40 PM 

On the OBS unit is is it a recommendation or a requirment that patients not be allowed to shower? 

from jackie nave to everyone:    12:40 PM 

Can we legally ask families for their vaccination status prior to visiting so we know how to monitor and 
enforce updated guidelines? 

from Melissa (privately):    12:42 PM 

Is there a more efficient and more confidential way to administer  building entrance screenings for staff 
without having to read off ALL of the questions for each person?  Is there a written or online version 
that could be used remotely? 



from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    12:42 PM 

from Melissa (privately):    12:42 PM 

Is there a more efficient and more confidential way to administer  building entrance screenings for staff 
without having to read off ALL of the questions for each person?  Is there a written or online version 
that could be used remotely? 

from Gloria Lay to everyone:    12:43 PM 

Slide 28 contradicts the HCP should continue to wear mask at work. There are too many if if nots. 

from jdemoss to everyone:    12:44 PM 

We use a sticker system on their badges 

from leshawn bailey to everyone:    12:44 PM 

We are hearing that famlies are not being honest. They have found ways to obtain vaccination cards and 
are passing that along as proof. How can we be assured of thier vaccination and maintain the safety of 
our residents and staff?  

from Lisa Bromfield to everyone:    12:44 PM 

For screening staff: We have a check in that we must do on the computer at the start of every shift and 
have to state that we took our temp at home and it was normal. 

from rking to everyone:    12:45 PM 

Everyone who got their vaccine could have an attachment made for their name badge that says 
"vaccinated".  

from SCarson (privately):    12:46 PM 

How do I obtain the slides from presentations? 

from sheila to everyone:    12:46 PM 

Do fully vaccinated physicians and vendors who go into health care setting ( skilled unit/LTC/ assisted 
living) need rapid tested  before visits? 

from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    12:46 PM 

For access to the slides and recordings, please email mdh.ipcovid@maryland.gov  

from Maria Darby to everyone:    12:46 PM 

Wouldn't requiring HCP to have a notation on their badge as to their vaccine status count as a HIPAA 
violation? 

from lisa stone to everyone:    12:46 PM 

Can you confrim that fully vaccinated residents are exempt from the 14 day observation  

from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    12:46 PM 



If your email changed in the last week, please email mdh.ipcovid@maryland.gov 

from Alexis (privately):    12:47 PM 

Do we need to actively screen staff and visitors? For example, do we need to verbally ask the questions 
or can they screen themselves? 

from LSims to everyone:    12:47 PM 

For fully vaccinated new admissions, do they need to be in a room by themselves or can we admit as 
double occupancy rooms? 

from Courtney Stewart (privately):    12:48 PM 

Do exposed resident's, vaccinated or unvaccinated still need to quarantine for 14 days from exposure? 
Staff that are exposed are only on quarantine for 10 days from exposure, wondering when our resident's 
can follow the same guidelines.  
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Do exposed resident's, vaccinated or unvaccinated still need to quarantine for 14 days from exposure? 
Staff that are exposed are only on quarantine for 10 days from exposure, wondering when our resident's 
can follow the same guidelines.  
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from Alexis (privately):    12:47 PM 

Do we need to actively screen staff and visitors? For example, do we need to verbally ask the questions 
or can they screen themselves? 

from bennettcindy (privately):    12:49 PM 

Can a resident be taken off 14 day admission quarantine if admitted a few days before this went into 
affect but not at their 14 days yet? 
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from bennettcindy (privately):    12:49 PM 

Can a resident be taken off 14 day admission quarantine if admitted a few days before this went into 
affect but not at their 14 days yet? 

from John M Mangione (privately):    12:49 PM 

What type of testing do you recommend for those who are symptomatci? Rapid or PCR? Or Both? 

from Hope Nevins to everyone:    12:49 PM 

what is the best practice for a fully vaccinated persron that testes Positive with POC and the is negative 
with PCR test what is the RTW criteria for that person?  



from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    12:50 PM 

from John M Mangione (privately):    12:49 PM 

What type of testing do you recommend for those who are symptomatci? Rapid or PCR? Or Both? 

from Gloria Lay to everyone:    12:50 PM 

Can outbreak be confined to a unit versus closing the entire facility for indoor visits? Thanks 

from Akiva Slepoy- Sterling Care so to everyone:    12:51 PM 

last week you said that if all residents present are vaccinated they can sit unmasked and not social 
distanced EVEN IF unvaccinated hcp are present. This week you said otherwise?  

from rking to everyone:    12:52 PM 

People wear pins "I got my flu shot", so I don't think it's a HIPAA violation to wear something saying you 
got the Covid vaccine. You are choosing to share your  own information with others.  

from cnoll to everyone:    12:53 PM 

Howshould ALFs report vaccination data if we don't use CRISP? Do we just send to our local health 
department or to MDH? 

from Tammy McGlone to everyone:    12:53 PM 

Please review PPE requirements for residents who are using CPAP/BiPAP- during and after quarentine.  

from apellicane1 (privately):    12:53 PM 

If a vaccinated patient...say 9 days after 2nd dose admits to subacute rehab, they are not fully 
vaccinated and would have to go to OBS unit, right?  I then would imagine they would they have to stay 
in OBS for 14 ADDITIONAL days because they were in a hospital prior to being fully vaccinated?   
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from apellicane1 (privately):    12:53 PM 

If a vaccinated patient...say 9 days after 2nd dose admits to subacute rehab, they are not fully 
vaccinated and would have to go to OBS unit, right?  I then would imagine they would they have to stay 
in OBS for 14 ADDITIONAL days because they were in a hospital prior to being fully vaccinated? 

from apellicane1 (privately):    12:54 PM 

On the back end...at what month time point is a patient considered no longer vaccinated?  6 months 
after the 2nd vaccine?  9 months? 

from pgoff (privately):    12:54 PM 

Do AL's need to post vaccination status info prominently as well? 
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Do AL's need to post vaccination status info prominently as well? 

from mainb to everyone:    12:54 PM 

Do fully vaccinated HCP who share an office have to wear a mask? 

from wes street to everyone:    12:56 PM 

Do fully vaccinated residents that go out over night still have to quarantine when they come back? 

from Amanda Anderson to everyone:    12:56 PM 

What are PPE requirements for observation units? Are N95s needed if no positive exposures reported  

from Gloria Lay to everyone:    12:56 PM 

Residents have proof of vaccination. I think the pandemic is important enough to require appropriate 
verification. It sends the wrong message. Just my thought.  

from lisa stone to everyone:    12:56 PM 

outside visitation - wear mask or not 

from Gloria Lay to everyone:    12:57 PM 

You may as well keep the masks on if we are not requiring proof of vaccination. Safety should be first. 

from ewheeler (privately):    12:57 PM 

Are family tours for potential admissions allowed to resume in SNFs? 

from 57943 to everyone:    12:57 PM 

Do fully vaccinated admissions/readmission have to have a COVID test prior to admission to the SNF?  If 
so, PCR or Rapid test? 

from Amie Denayer to everyone:    12:57 PM 

Sadly the CDC ALF, LTC guidance hasn't been updated in almost a year :-( 
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from ewheeler (privately):    12:57 PM 

Are family tours for potential admissions allowed to resume in SNFs? 

from lisa stone to everyone:    12:57 PM 

thoughts on allowing tours in LTC 

from Courtney Stewart (privately):    12:57 PM 

Also, do staff members who are vaccinated and had an exposure need to quarantine at home?  
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from Courtney Stewart (privately):    12:57 PM 

Also, do staff members who are vaccinated and had an exposure need to quarantine at home?  

from Barndt to everyone:    12:58 PM 

If a fully vaccinated resident is in a room with another fully vaccinated resident and one of them has a 
fully vaccinated visitor, can the visit occur in the room with the room mate present also?  If so, can 
masks be removed? 

from Tammy McGlone to everyone:    12:58 PM 

For outside activitie- if residents AND staff are fully vaccinated may the staff also remove their mask--
remember Outside! 

from LYNNETTE STEIDER to everyone:    12:59 PM 

\ 

from mmell@kensingtonsl.com to everyone:    1:00 PM 

do Assisted Livings need to report vaccination status on CRISP? 

from Jennifer Rhoads (privately):    1:01 PM 

for the complete crisp report .... does this need to be completed weekly as well or still daily?  

from B to everyone:    1:01 PM 

Does the order requiring the number or percent of staff and residents who are vaccinated and 
unvaccinated for the public apply to ALF's? 
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from Jennifer Rhoads (privately):    1:01 PM 

for the complete crisp report .... does this need to be completed weekly as well or still daily?  

from Alexis (privately):    1:01 PM 

can we allow outside providers to come in for activities? can we allow therapy animals? 

from Lori Hamilton to everyone:    1:02 PM 

What about observation/isolation if resident leaves the facility  for event other than medical? 

from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    1:02 PM 

from Alexis (privately):    1:01 PM 

can we allow outside providers to come in for activities? can we allow therapy animals? 

from mainb to everyone:    1:02 PM 

Does eye protection have to be worn by the HCP in the hallway of the observation unit? 



from DeLaura Harris to everyone:    1:02 PM 

Not sure I understood that clearly regarding the Goggles. So the Goggles are to be worn in patient care 
areas, but are the goggles required when not in patient care areas? 

from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    1:04 PM 

To find the polling option, look under your chat box OR click on the 3 dots next to the chat box option at 
the bottom of your screen 

from Amie Denayer to everyone:    1:04 PM 

WE have a written check in process they complete 

from Gail Snyder to everyone:    1:04 PM 

Is it a requirement for a hospice office to display vaccination data 

from Maria Darby to everyone:    1:05 PM 

For entrance questions - we bought a kiosk that allows people to answer questions and then it takes the 
person's temperature. It then prints out a slip that indicates pass or fail. 

from mmell@kensingtonsl.com to everyone:    1:05 PM 

we put together a symptomatic checklist with all the questions and they check yes or no upon entering  

from Christina Hawk to everyone:    1:05 PM 

Are fully vaccinated vendors exempt from showing weekly testing? 

from lisa stone to everyone:    1:05 PM 

We continue to schedule visitation - any thoughts when family members will be able to visit without 
having to schedule in advance 

from jheveron to everyone:    1:06 PM 

We have a large sign with the questions on it. Those entering are expected to read and answer the 
questions. Our form has the questions numbered and you choose yes or no as the answer. A yes answer 
prompts the security guard to notify infection control to investigate further. 

from Dr. Forrest Daniels (privately):    1:06 PM 

Thank you, Team Epi, for your difficult task of helping keep us educated and safe!  

from Vicki Decker to everyone:    1:07 PM 

..............................................................................................................000000..............................................

..................................................................................................................... 
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from Dr. Forrest Daniels (privately):    1:06 PM 



Thank you, Team Epi, for your difficult task of helping keep us educated and safe!  

from dreiss to everyone:    1:07 PM 

If shower room is not on obs unit can we transport residents off the unit to shower  

from lisa stone to everyone:    1:07 PM 

we use a RAVE application for screening - it is downloaded on your cell phone 

from malam to everyone:    1:07 PM 

We are just not allowing unmasking period. Regardless of vaccine status.  

from Karyna Balbuena to everyone:    1:08 PM 

Can we have sticker on name badge for those that are vaccinated for identification purpose? 

from Akiva Slepoy- Sterling Care so to everyone:    1:09 PM 

The screening of all staff done upon entry to facility (temperature, answering questions of symptoms, 
etc) still applies to everyone REGARDLESS OF VACCINATION STATUS, correct? 

from Heather Wahl (privately):    1:09 PM 

During outbreaks- vendors, visiting providers, or agency staff who are coming to the building for the first 
time or for a one time visit- we have been requiring a test within the last week due to outbreak status, 
any different recommendations?  We test those that don't have a result within the last week and explain 
our outbreak status.  

from DJStratmeyer (privately):    1:10 PM 

Current visits are by appointment, Can that continue or are all visitors allowed to come as they want to 
and go in residents room vs controlled visit designated area. 

from malam to everyone:    1:10 PM 

yes in regards to screening all re of vaccine status 
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Current visits are by appointment, Can that continue or are all visitors allowed to come as they want to 
and go in residents room vs controlled visit designated area. 
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from Heather Wahl (privately):    1:09 PM 

During outbreaks- vendors, visiting providers, or agency staff who are coming to the building for the first 
time or for a one time visit- we have been requiring a test within the last week due to outbreak status, 
any different recommendations?  We test those that don't have a result within the last week and explain 
our outbreak status.  



from Courtney Stewart (privately):    1:10 PM 

Hi you skipped over my question that you already answered it but you did not. I am asking are resident's 
vaccinated or unvacinated still required to qurantine for 14 days from exposure because our staff our 
quarantined for 10 days from exposure and would like to now why the resident's are not able to follow 
those same guidelines as it affects them more than the staff.  

from Michele Hauer to everyone:    1:10 PM 

We are taking employees temperature at beginning and end of shift.  Is twice a day still required or 
highly recommended? 

from Hope Nevins to everyone:    1:10 PM 

often times it a team member that will test postivie? does that impact how we do adjust for how we 
conduct visitation during an  outbreak?  

from owner (privately):    1:11 PM 

I would keep them separate by changing rooms and co-horting 

from jottena (privately):    1:11 PM 

If in outbreak, can a fully vaccinated resident go out to their family's house for mother's dayand the 
family is vaccinated? 
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from owner (privately):    1:11 PM 

I would keep them separate by changing rooms and co-horting 

from susjohns (privately):    1:12 PM 

Are we able to ask visitors their vaccination status? 

from Hope Nevins to everyone:    1:12 PM 

so if you are a CCRC and have AL, do you only report you vaccination numbers for residents that are on 
skilled nursing. Or do you count AL and SN together.  

from Benita Rudd to everyone:    1:12 PM 

To the group; Are residents who are being discharged from your facility after having receiving both first 
and second doses there what proof of vaccination is given at the time of discharge? One facility has 
stated that the pharmacy did not provide cards, so what do they take with them as proof?  Thanks 
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from susjohns (privately):    1:12 PM 

Are we able to ask visitors their vaccination status? 

from ahartnett to everyone:    1:13 PM 



If IL residents were apart of the CCRC vaccines through CVS, does their data get reported? We have an IL 
resident who says she can not travel without it being reported but I am confused - shouldn't her vaccine 
card suffice? 
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from jottena (privately):    1:11 PM 

If in outbreak, can a fully vaccinated resident go out to their family's house for mother's dayand the 
family is vaccinated? 

from rking to everyone:    1:14 PM 

If the pharmacy didn't give the resident a card you can print the vaccines off in Immunet for them. I've 
had to do it for several.  

from apellicane1 (privately):    1:14 PM 

After vaccination....at what time point is a patient considered no longer vaccinated?  6 months after the 
2nd dose?  9 months? 
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from apellicane1 (privately):    1:14 PM 

After vaccination....at what time point is a patient considered no longer vaccinated?  6 months after the 
2nd dose?  9 months? 

from Alexis (privately):    1:14 PM 

how do you register for immunet 
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from Alexis (privately):    1:14 PM 

how do you register for immunet 

from Leonilla Addeh (privately):    1:14 PM 

Are we still required to keep new admissions /readmissions on 14 days quarantine period post 
hospitalization or ER visit? 
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from Leonilla Addeh (privately):    1:14 PM 

Are we still required to keep new admissions /readmissions on 14 days quarantine period post 
hospitalization or ER visit? 

from Doreeen Trainor to everyone:    1:15 PM 

Is a fully vaccinated resident allowed to go on an LOA with a fully vaccinated family member? 

from Tashina McNeley (privately):    1:15 PM 



To clarify:  ANY resident using a BiPap/CPAP = staff wearing N95 and full PPE or just those in Isolation? 
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from Tashina McNeley (privately):    1:15 PM 

To clarify:  ANY resident using a BiPap/CPAP = staff wearing N95 and full PPE or just those in Isolation? 

from jackie nave to everyone:    1:16 PM 

Residents who go on a LOA with family, whether overnight or just for a few hours do not need to 
quarantine upon return to the SNF if they are fully vaccinated, correct? 

from ruthie to everyone:    1:16 PM 

So we are not allowed to ask about visitors covid tests? I understand they don’t need it, but are we 
prohibited from asking?  

from Gloria Lay to everyone:    1:17 PM 

What determines if a patient tests positive after admission to the facility what determines who the 
positivecase is attributed to? 

from Barndt to everyone:    1:18 PM 

Can a fully vaccinated new admission be placed in a room with an unvaccinated resident? 

from Alexis (privately):    1:18 PM 

can we allow volunteers, outside entertainors or pet therapy in the building? 
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from Alexis (privately):    1:18 PM 

can we allow volunteers, outside entertainors or pet therapy in the building? 

from Gloria Lay to everyone:    1:18 PM 

If patient tests positive after admission to the facility what determines who the case is attributed to? 

from Jennifer Rhoads (privately):    1:19 PM 

If a resident goes out LOA for over 24 hours and is vaccinated do they ahve to return on observation?  

from kathy graning to everyone:    1:19 PM 

Can fully vaccinated residents who are independently mobile move off the unit; i.e., to get money from 
the business office? 

from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    1:19 PM 

from Jennifer Rhoads (privately):    1:19 PM 

If a resident goes out LOA for over 24 hours and is vaccinated do they ahve to return on observation?  



from pgoff (privately):    1:20 PM 

can you clarify if fully vaccninated residents that leave for more than 24 hours no longer need to 
quarantine upon return?  you specified unvaccinated gone for greater than 24 hours do need the 
quarantine. 
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from pgoff (privately):    1:20 PM 

can you clarify if fully vaccninated residents that leave for more than 24 hours no longer need to 
quarantine upon return?  you specified unvaccinated gone for greater than 24 hours do need the 
quarantine. 

from susan lucas to everyone:    1:20 PM 

If an LTC resident has consistenltly refused all covid assesment, testing, and vaccination, is 
asymptomatic adn have been on isolation/quarinteen for several months, do they need to contiue to be 
quarentined on the unit? 

from William Bill Hokemeyer (privately):    1:20 PM 

ImmuNet website https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Pages/immunet.aspx 

from colleen kemp (privately):    1:20 PM 

If a early memory loss club within a CCRC is meeting@50% and 6' distancing is adhered to and all staff 
and all attendees are vaccinated, are masks required in that room?  
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from colleen kemp (privately):    1:20 PM 

If a early memory loss club within a CCRC is meeting@50% and 6' distancing is adhered to and all staff 
and all attendees are vaccinated, are masks required in that room? 

from John M Mangione to everyone:    1:21 PM 

a 

from aedejer to everyone:    1:21 PM 

Does that include temporary nursing assistants?  

from Mary to everyone:    1:22 PM 

Is "viral test" PCR or POC? 
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from William Bill Hokemeyer (privately):    1:20 PM 

ImmuNet website https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Pages/immunet.aspx 

from Karyna Balbuena to everyone:    1:24 PM 



How much longer will the daily screening of staff and visitors will be needed in light of vaccinations , 
travel guidence, and exposure .. 

from DeeDee Williams to everyone:    1:25 PM 

What is the reccomended total percentage of vistiors in the building per day? 

from Doreeen Trainor to everyone:    1:25 PM 

Where is it (in writing) that vaccinated residents are allowed to go on LOA? 

from Deschell-Shore Up! Inc. Shady Pines AMDC Director to everyone:    1:26 PM 

yes  

from Benita Rudd to everyone:    1:26 PM 

Rking, Thank you! 

from ahartnett to everyone:    1:26 PM 

Non medically necessary appointments or outtings outside with families? 

from amarquis (privately):    1:27 PM 

Any update about the use of nurses aides that are not certified but did the 8 hour course? 
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from amarquis (privately):    1:27 PM 

Any update about the use of nurses aides that are not certified but did the 8 hour course? 

from ruthie to everyone:    1:29 PM 

A little confusing for AL as far as what rules are. We get the links for websites but what is discussed on 
calls is for nursing homes. Is it fairly similar or would we consider doing a call focused on AL? 


