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Call Agenda 

• COVID-19 Epi Updates
• Vaccine Updates
• CDC New Variant Updates
• CDC COVID Vaccine Guidance
• TAT Updates
• Q&A
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COVID-19 Epi Summary
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COVID-19 Vaccine Updates
Kurt Seetoo, MPH
Center Chief/Program Manager
Center for Immunization
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CDC Updates



CDC Scientific Brief: Implications of the Emerging SARS-CoV-2 
Variant VOC 202012/01 

• A new variant strain of SARS-CoV-2 that contains a series of mutations 
has been described in the UK and become highly prevalent in London 
and southeast England. 

• Mutation in the receptor binding domain of the spike protein at position 501, 
where amino acid asparagine (N) has been replaced with tyrosine (Y).  
Shorthand: N501Y, or S:N501Y. 

• This variant carries many other mutations, including a double deletion (positions 
69 and 70).

• Predicted to potentially be more rapidly transmissible than other 
circulating strains of SARS-CoV-2. 

• No evidence that this variant causes more severe illness or increased 
risk of death.
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• In effect December 27 at 7:01 PM (EST)
• Requires proof of a negative COVID-19 test for all 

air passengers (aged 2 years and older) arriving 
from the UK to the US
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First Case Detected in the USA

• Reported 12/29/2020
• Elbert County, Colorado (Southeast of Denver)
• Male in his 20s
• No travel history
• No known contacts with travel
• 12/30- second case detected in CO
• 12/30- case detected in CA
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Updates on Strategies for Optimizing Glove 
Supply

• Revised the table on gloves conforming to international standards
• Added language to the section on prioritizing the use of gloves
• Added clarifications on extended use of gloves
• Added clarifications on sanitizing gloved hands

22 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-
strategy/gloves.html
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Maryland Updates
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Vaccinations begin in Maryland

• Dec 28th press release announced phase 
1A of vaccinations in Maryland

• “This week’s COVID-19 vaccine 
allocations will allow our first responders 
to begin getting vaccinated and help keep 
them safe while they keep us safe,” said 
Governor Larry Hogan. “This is another 
important step as we make our way 
through the initial phase of our statewide 
vaccination plan.”
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Launch of Maryland Vaccine Website
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Launch of Maryland Vaccine Dashboard
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FAQs



Q1. Can I admit COVID positive patients from the 
hospital to  the COVID unit?

• Yes- patients who are discharged from the hospital who have not 
yet me the criteria to discontinue transmission based precautions 
may be admitted directly to the COVID unit

• Residents should remain on isolation in the COVID  unit until  they 
meet criteria to discontinue precautions 
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Q2. What about residents who are testing 
positive more than 90 days after their original 
infection?

• We are hearing more instances of people testing positive a second  
time more than 90 days out, often with high CT values

• Do these cases represent potentially infectious reinfection or 
prolonged non-infectious RNA shedding?

• We don’t know
• Since  we don’t know, treating these cases as potentially  infectious 

for ICP decisions until proven otherwise
• Stay tuned, more science to come
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Q3. Should staff be wearing  gloves on the 
COVID unit?

• Gloves should only be worn to provide care to  residents:
• Who are on isolation after testing positive for COVID-19
• Who  are on  observation after a new admission or a close contact
• Whose care may bring staff into contact with blood or  body fluids

• Gloves should  be donned prior to entering the resident’s room 
and doffed before leaving, followed by hand hygiene

• Gloves should not be reused or sanitized
• Glove use does not replace hand hygiene
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Q4. Is it possible to have an outbreak in 
Independent  Living

• Independent  living and senior housing fall under the “congregate 
community setting” definition

• 5 resident cases within 14 days
• If you have a facility that meets this definition contact your local 

health department
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/retirement/considerations.html



Questions?

MDH.IPCOVID@Maryland.gov
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