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Call Agenda 

• Review current situation of COVID-19
• Specimen Collection Refresher
• General Updates
• Town Hall

2

Picture Courtesy of NIAID-RML



Worldwide: Confirmed COVID-19 
Cases

• Cases
• Total: 3,588,773 cases 
• Past 24 hrs: 71,463

• Deaths
• Total: 247,503
• Past 24 hrs: 4,102

Data current as of May 7, 2020
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Source: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-
coronavirus-2019/situation-reports accessed May 7 2020

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports


United States: Confirmed COVID-19 Cases

• Total Cases: 1,193,813
• New 22,393

• Total deaths 70,802
• New 2,523

• Total Jurisdictions:55
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Data current as of 5/6 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-
updates/cases-in-us.html accessed 5/7 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html


Maryland: Confirmed COVID-19 Cases

• Confirmed cases: 29,374
• 1,211 new

• Negative test results: 119,226 
• 3377 new 

• Deaths: 1,401 + 102 probable
• 63 new

• Hospitalized: 5,663
• 166 new
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Source: https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/, accessed May 7, 2020

https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/
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Maryland: COVID-19 Deaths

7 Source: https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/, accessed May 7, 2020

https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/


Acute care beds in use for COVID-19
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Source: https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/, accessed May 7, 2020

https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/


Maryland Department of Health Electronic Test 
Ordering System for SARS-CoV2/COVID-19

Rebecca Abelman

5/7/2020



Features of the Electronic Test Ordering System 

• The Lab Web Portal (LWP) offers many features to improve the test 
ordering process and report receipt of COVID-19:
Streamlined electronic test requisitions
Printable requisitions to submit with specimens 
Real-time syncing with the MDH Laboratory Information Management 

System (LIMS) for specimen tracking
Final Report/Result viewing and downloading directly on the LWP
Email notifications of available results
Batch entry for high volume submitters

• Overall, implementation of the LWP decreases turn-around times
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A quick tour of the LWP



Individuals/Laboratories will be given secure logins
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Main Dashboard
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Account Settings: 
Manage password and 

modify notifications
Online Test Ordering

View Final Results

Opens into COVID-19 LWP Online Requisition



COVID-19 LWP Online Requisition Form
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Required fields in red

Select your facility 

Fill out your contact information

Include outbreak number if known (2020-###)

Select the state health department epidemiologist

Select the facility where 
collections occurred via 

search or add a new facility

Indicate authorizing physician 
who ordered the test

Patient demographics opens into 
separate window (see next page)

Include MDH COVID-19 Testing 
Priority Codes (and any 

additional information if needed)



COVID-19 LWP Online Requisition – Patient Demographics
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Include as much patient information as possible



The LWP Requisition

• Once completed, the LWP generates a 
PDF requisition form

• This form needs to be printed and 
included with the specimen (in the 
place of a standard MDH requisition)

• The Order ID (OIDMD#) barcode is 
scanned by the MDH laboratory and 
corresponding information is 
automatically populated into the LIMS
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Specimen tracking on the LWP
• Under “All Specimens” tab, you can view all COVID-19 specimens from 

your facility. This included specimens in transit to the lab, received by 
the lab and in processing, and released samples with final reports. 

• Additionally, since the LWP portal is linked to the LIMS, you can view 
results of COVID-19 samples submitted prior to the use of the LWP
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PDF icon indicates 
report available –
click to download 

Final Reports

Real-time 
specimen tracking 

information



View Reports
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• The “View Reports” tab specifically generates a list of unviewed Final Reports. 
• You can view each PDF Final Report individually or check the boxes on the left-

hand side of each specimen to download multiple reports at a time. 



Batch Ordering on the LWP
• Batch ordering is available in the LWP either directly on the portal 

or via Excel import
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LWP Batch Order Excel Spreadsheet
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• Create a default, 
prefilled spreadsheet 
for specimen 
collection

• Directly imports into 
the LWP and creates 
individual requisitions 
for each specimen



Implementation Strategies

• Local Health Departments
• Training local epis 
• Direct contact with facilities for outbreak testing
• Utilize batch order to create line lists that import directly in LWP

• Long-term care facilities
• Performing their own investigations 
• Outbreak testing on behalf of the state

• Utilize the batch order excel sheet
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How do I gain access to the LWP?
• Email the admin team and provide the following information:

• Full Name
• Email
• Best phone number to reach you at
• Facility/Health Department you represent

• MDH LWP Admin team:
• Catey Dominguez - catherine.dominguez@maryland.gov
• Rebecca Abelman – rebecca.abelman@maryland.gov
• Liore Klein - liore.klein@maryland.gov

• The LWP admin team will follow-up and send you a link to register
• The admin team is happy to provide any additional information and/or 

answer any additional questions
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mailto:catherine.dominguez@maryland.gov
mailto:rebecca.abelman@maryland.gov
mailto:liore.klein@maryland.gov


CDC Updates
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Discontinuing Home Isolation, Transmission-Based 
Precautions, and HCP Exclusion

• Strategies 
• Symptom-based strategy 
• Time-based strategy
• Test-based strategy 

• Applies to: 
• Discontinuation of isolation for people not in healthcare 

settings (e.g. home)
• Discontinuation of transmission-based precautions (TBP)
• Return to work criteria for healthcare personnel (HCP)
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-hospitalized-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/return-to-work.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-hospitalized-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/return-to-work.html


Summary of strategies

• Symptom-based strategy
• 10 days after symptom onset + 72 hours fever-free + 72 hours since 

symptom improvement 

• Test based strategy
• No fever + symptom improvement + 2 negative tests 24-hours apart

• Time-based strategy
• No symptoms ever + 10 days after 1st specimen collection
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• Symptomatic and COVID+ (confirmed or suspected)
• Symptom-based strategy
• Test-based strategy 

• Asymptomatic and COVID+
• Time-based strategy
• Test-based strategy 
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Discontinuing Home Isolation, Transmission-
Based Precautions, and HCP Exclusion



Symptomatic and COVID+ 

• Symptom-based strategy 

• At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery defined as resolution 
of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and improvement 
in respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); and,

• At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared.
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Symptomatic and COVID+

• Test-based strategy
• Resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and

• Improvement in respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of 
breath), and

• Negative results of an FDA EUA COVID-19 molecular assay for detection of 
SARS-CoV-2 RNA from at least two consecutive respiratory specimens 
collected ≥24 hours apart
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Asymptomatic and COVID+

• Time-based strategy

• At least 10 days have passed since the date of their first positive COVID-19 
diagnostic test assuming they have not subsequently developed 
symptoms since their positive test. 

• If they develop symptoms, then the symptom-based or test-based 
strategy should be used. 
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Asymptomatic and COVID+

• Test-based strategy

• Negative results of an FDA EUA COVID-19 molecular assay for detection of 
SARS-CoV-2 RNA from at least two consecutive respiratory specimens 
collected ≥24 hours apart.
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HCP Return to Work

• Upon return to work all HCP must 

• Wear a medical mask and 

• Not work with severely immunocompromised patients until 14 days have 
passed after illness onset (or date of positive test for asymptomatic HCP) 
and any remaining symptoms are fully resolved. 
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CDC Nursing Home Guidance 

• Responding to Coronavirus (COVID-19) in Nursing Homes
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/nursing-homes-
responding.html

• Testing for Coronavirus (COVID-19) in Nursing Homes
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/nursing-homes-
testing.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/nursing-homes-responding.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/nursing-homes-testing.html


CDC Nursing Home Testing Principles 

1) Testing should not supersede existing infection prevention and 
control (IPC) interventions.

2) Testing should be used when results will lead to specific IPC 
actions.

3) The first step of a test-based prevention strategy should ideally 
be a point prevalence survey (PPS) of all residents and all HCP in 
the facility

4) Repeat testing may be warranted in certain circumstances.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/nursing-homes-testing.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/nursing-homes-testing.html


Miscellaneous
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Emergency Plans

• Emergency Plan Submission to OHCQ

• MDH.NHSubmit@maryland.gov
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mailto:MDH.NHSubmit@maryland.gov


NHSN COVID Module for LTC

• CMS Memo from 5-6-2020
• Facilities should immediately gain access to the NHSN system
• Registration process, including CCN or CMS number
• First data due 11:59PM on Sunday May 17th

• Working with CRISP to use the data you are already entering for 
state requirements to do a bulk upload

• More to come (soon)
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Town Hall

• Are you using symptom based or test based criteria to discontinue 
TBP?

• Are you using 10 days after onset/positive test, or are you using a longer 
time frame?
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Resources
• MDH Novel Coronavirus: http://health.maryland.gov/coronavirus
• MDH Laboratory Coronavirus: 

https://health.maryland.gov/laboratories/Pages/Novel-
Coronavirus.aspx

• NHSN COVID Module for Long Term Care: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/covid19/index.html

• CDC Coronavirus Prevention & Response in Long-term Care 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/healthcare-
facilities/prevent-spread-in-long-term-care-facilities.html

• CMS Coronavirus/LTC: https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-14-
nh-revised.pdf

• CDC Guidance for Infection Control 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/infection-control.html
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http://health.maryland.gov/coronavirus
https://health.maryland.gov/laboratories/Pages/Novel-Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/covid19/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/healthcare-facilities/prevent-spread-in-long-term-care-facilities.html
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-14-nh-revised.pdf
about:blank


Questions?
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Email questions to MDH.IPCOVID@Maryland.gov
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