
from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    12:16 PM 

Good afternoon, everyone!  Thank you for joining the webinar today.  For anyone calling in, please 
ensure your phones and computers are on mute and you may post any questions or comments you have 
in the chat box.  

from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    12:17 PM 

For anyone who does not have the "Everyone" option in the chat box drop down, please send me (Host) 
your questions/comments and I will post them into the chat box.  

from John Njonjo (privately):    12:21 PM 

Often, Genral popoulation/LTC beds become bedlocked, with no beds in the other Units. Is there any 
regulatory interpration that requires the transfer of a resident, who has met criteria for discontinuation 
of TBP (afebrile and without symptoms for 14 days after admission) out of the observation area – or, as 
a practical solution for bed management, is the facility allowed to keep a resident for >14 days in the 
Obsv Unit, despite their meeting the criteria for discontinuation of TBP? Can we sustain the designation 
of “observation status” past 14 days for residents who have met criteria for discontinuation of TBP – or 
do they have to be moved out from Observation area to Gen-population? My thought is that, 
irrespective of where the resident is on their admission timeline, if the facility continues to manage all 
resident in the observation under the appropriate TBP (droplet/contact), then there should be no issue.  
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of “observation status” past 14 days for residents who have met criteria for discontinuation of TBP – or 
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irrespective of where the resident is on their admission timeline, if the facility continues to manage all 
resident in the observation under the appropriate TBP (droplet/contact), then there should be no issue.  

from John Njonjo (privately):    12:21 PM 

On the other hand, a surveyor could make the argument that, by virtue of meeting the 14-day time, the 
resident is technically ‘clean’ and should not be placed in the observation unit with other residents who 
may be incubating, and status is unknown. The Reg’s are clear on the minimum timelines (10 days for 
Pos+ and 14 days Observation), but I am not clear what the implications are for going over those 
timelines for bed management 
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On the other hand, a surveyor could make the argument that, by virtue of meeting the 14-day time, the 
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Pos+ and 14 days Observation), but I am not clear what the implications are for going over those 
timelines for bed management 

from asstdir to everyone:    12:22 PM 

the positivy rates are different from cms and mdh. cms is behind, but it is my understanding that is what 
we follow for testing and vists. what is it follow the up to date mdh or cms/cdc? 

from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    12:25 PM 

For anyone who does not have the "Everyone" option in the chat box drop down, please send me (Host) 
your questions/comments and I will post them into the chat box.  

from mcurtis@edenwald.org (privately):    12:29 PM 

I have a IL resident that was vaccinated first shot at a rehab on 2/4 contracted covid on 2/19 sent home 
on hospice. Now will graduate hospice and is doing well.  Can I move forward with trying to have her get 
second Pfizer shot now? 
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I have a IL resident that was vaccinated first shot at a rehab on 2/4 contracted covid on 2/19 sent home 
on hospice. Now will graduate hospice and is doing well.  Can I move forward with trying to have her get 
second Pfizer shot now? 

from B (privately):    12:35 PM 

What is your guidance on the use of water fountains, like the type that attach to the wall that people 
drink from or fill water bottles? 
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drink from or fill water bottles? 

from Steve Hefter (privately):    12:43 PM 

If a facility accepts a resident from the hospital who tested positive 10 days prior to admitting to the 
facility, does the resident need to stay on the covid unit 14 days from admitting to the facility or only 4 
days assuming the resident is asymptomatic? If the resident only needs to be on the covid unit for 4 
days, can the resident go to the general population, or would they still need to be in the observation 
unit for 10 days? 
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facility, does the resident need to stay on the covid unit 14 days from admitting to the facility or only 4 
days assuming the resident is asymptomatic? If the resident only needs to be on the covid unit for 4 
days, can the resident go to the general population, or would they still need to be in the observation 
unit for 10 days? 

from Ruthie (privately):    12:46 PM 

Any idea on the time frame of the J&J vaccine pause? Our local pharmacy is set to deliver to some 
residents so we are trying to anticipate how long this delay could be. 
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from CHarrington (privately):    12:50 PM 

For an AL - If positivity rate in county is above 10% and indoor visits are suspended are families allowed 
to take residents on outings 
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from Janine Norris to everyone:    12:51 PM 

I need to get the PREPMOD link to add employees to it before you come out. 

from Frank (privately):    12:52 PM 

Can't Hear you 

to Frank (privately):    12:53 PM 

If you can't hear, log out and log back in.  It may be your internet if that doesn't work 

from karla baughman (privately):    12:55 PM 

what is your email address Ms. Welch? 
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what is your email address Ms. Welch? 

from Tena Chaivre to everyone:    12:56 PM 



We feel like the whole healthcare industry is staff challenged.  Even if you have an agreement with an 
agency they will cancel with you if they get a better offer and you do not get much notice.  It is very 
challenging in this industry right now and we strongly feel like the expectations are very unrealisitc for 
all that is being required by the facilities.   

from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    12:57 PM 

Melissa.Welch@maryland.gov 

from lstockdale (privately):    12:58 PM 

Are we to offer and administer Influenza vaccines year round now? 

from Melissa Welch to everyone:    12:58 PM 

Deborah.Crandall@maryland.gov and Melissa.welch@maryland.gov 
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from lstockdale (privately):    12:58 PM 

Are we to offer and administer Influenza vaccines year round now? 

from PN (privately):    12:59 PM 

What is the current guidance for post vaccinated employees with any side effects, and return to work 
rule  

from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    12:59 PM 

from PN (privately):    12:59 PM 

What is the current guidance for post vaccinated employees with any side effects, and return to work 
rule  

from Ashley Jones, RN to everyone:    1:02 PM 

I have a homebound client that I suspect may have this, who can I contact to help her?  

from Jill (privately):    1:02 PM 

Resident received one dose of vaccine in February, became positive soon after, was placed on hospice 
so there was no follow up for 2nd vaccine.  She was taken off hospice and is doing well.  Can she still 
receive the 2nd vaccine? 
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from Jill (privately):    1:02 PM 

Resident received one dose of vaccine in February, became positive soon after, was placed on hospice 
so there was no follow up for 2nd vaccine.  She was taken off hospice and is doing well.  Can she still 
receive the 2nd vaccine? 

from Liore Klein (privately):    1:04 PM 



Ashley, email mdphl.arln@maryland.gov to request C. auris colonization screening.  
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Ashley, email mdphl.arln@maryland.gov to request C. auris colonization screening.  

from Jake to everyone:    1:05 PM 

What is the observation requirement for a hospitalized patient that is at the hospital and had a 14 days 
of wellness post a Covid test ? 

from Shari Solomon (privately):    1:05 PM 

Re: C.auris, what specific procedured/policies is MDH looking for, during an inspection, to validate the 
facility has the apprpriate prevention procedures in place? 
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Re: C.auris, what specific procedured/policies is MDH looking for, during an inspection, to validate the 
facility has the apprpriate prevention procedures in place? 

from Jake to everyone:    1:05 PM 

Covid positive test  

from Ashley Jones, RN to everyone:    1:06 PM 

Thanks Liore 

from batesk (privately):    1:07 PM 

I have many residents who tested positive and rec'd antibodies between their 1st and 2nd pfizer doses.  
Is the TAT team able to assist with getting them the second dose? 
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from cody christian (privately):    1:13 PM 

In a ccrc will a independant living resident still have to go into 14 day isolation if they transition to to AL 
? Also is there any update to tour allowances? 
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In a ccrc will a independant living resident still have to go into 14 day isolation if they transition to to AL 
? Also is there any update to tour allowances? 

from skip to everyone:    1:17 PM 

Quick question re: C-19 testing  

We are beginning to see individuals testing positive for COVID after being fully vaccinated... are we 
taking a closer look at lab plating and testing for variant strains? 

from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    1:19 PM 

For anyone who wants to request sequencing because a resident tested positive after being fully 
vaccinate complete the redcap survey - https://redcap-
phpa.health.maryland.gov/surveys/?s=L8PT9C9RCH and call your lab to hold the specimen(s) 

from MDH Epidemiology to everyone:    1:22 PM 

Lab Web Portal https://lwp-web.aimsplatform.com/md2/#/auth/login 

from PN (privately):    1:22 PM 

Post vaccinated individuals  with positive Covid (PCR ) test with no symptoms, what is the current 
guidance ? 
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Email for access:  
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catherine.dominguez@maryland.gov 
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rebecca.abelman@maryland.gov 
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catherine.dominguez@maryland.gov 
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rebecca.abelman@maryland.gov 

from Liore Klein (privately):    1:24 PM 

registration link: https://lwp-web.aimsplatform.com/md2/#/auth/registration 
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registration link: https://lwp-web.aimsplatform.com/md2/#/auth/registration 

from Liore Klein (privately):    1:25 PM 

And please only register with your work email. We do not approve personal accounts.  
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And please only register with your work email. We do not approve personal accounts. 


