Chairman Sanders’ Bank Tour. IBANYS participated in a week-long tour across upstate New York with NYS Senate Banks Committee Chairman Sanders (D-Queens). Chairman Sanders is interested in supporting financial institutions in NYS and is working on his legislative agenda for the start of session in January. He and his staff were open to hearing the voices of community banks and listening to what our issues are, and we appreciate their traveling the state to hear our concerns. We discussed a number of topics including: 
1.   Enhancing the Community Bank Deposit Program;
2.   Addressing NYCLASS bidding on municipal deposits;
3.   DFS issues for state-chartered banks and the impact on New York of the loss of state-chartered banks;
4.   Affordable housing; 
5.   Artificial IntelleigenceI; 
6.   Fraud. 
7.   The need to continue educating the Legislature on differences in financial institutions (Large Banks, Community Commercial Banks, Thrifts and Savings Banks, and Credit Unions). 
8.   Ray Sallaberios, SVP/Small Business Capital Access at Empire State Development, also provided information on a new loan guarantee program for small businesses across the state. 
Among the outcomes from the meetings: IBANYS will seek to meet with DFS to review the differences between state regulatory exams and federal exams, and with the State Comptroller's office to discuss overhauling the Community Bank Deposit Program to better serve community banks' needs and to limit NYCLASS taking municipal deposits outside of New York State. IBANYS will be responsible for prioritizing issues and providing language to help enhance existing programs, while introducing new legislation on issues that impact community banks. 

Governor Hochul announced the Empire State MWBE Hub, a new mobile-friendly online platform to modernize key operations of New York State’s Minority- and Women-Owned Business Enterprise program. The Hub will make it easier for businesses to apply for MWBE certification, manage their applications and business profiles, receive assistance and connect with state contracting opportunities. Access the Empire State MWBE Hub.

The Hochul administration noted the launch of the Empire State MWBE Hub builds on the state’s EXPRESS NY initiative. a statewide effort to make government work better by tackling outdated and burdensome regulations, policies and practices. In June the Governor announced 50 actions across 22 state agencies that are projected to save tens of millions of dollars in unnecessary fees and compliance costs and over one million hours of time spent navigating the regulatory process. Meanwhile, earlier this month, Hochul signed an Executive Order launching the Regulatory Reset Initiative for all state agencies to conduct a comprehensive review of outdated regulations, fines and fees, and mandated reports to save New Yorkers and small businesses time and money. https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-launch-empire-state-mwbe-hub-modernized-platform-new-yorks-minority

