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Earlier this month the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-

ministration released its 2020 annual traffic crash data, 

showing that 38,824 lives were lost in traffic crashes nation-

wide. That number marks the highest number of fatalities 

since 2007.  

While the number of crashes and traffic injuries declined 

overall, fatal crashes increased by 6.8%. The fatality rate 

per 100 million vehicle miles traveled increased to 1.34, a 

21% increase from 2019 and the highest since 2007. 

In 45% of fatal crashes, the drivers of passenger vehicles 

were engaged in at least one of the following risky behav-

iors: speeding, alcohol impairment, or not wearing a seat 

belt. 

More information on the 2020 fatality numbers can be 

found here.  

Impaired Driving Update 

In 2017, Utah became the first State to adopt an impaired 

driving per se BAC limit lower than .08. NHTSA recently 

published Evaluation of Utah’s .05 BAC Per Se Law, a report 

on the findings following the implementation of the law.  

There is more on the report here and a link to the report 

itself here. Please contact Amy Berning at 

Amy.Berning@dot.gov with any questions. 

Report on Utah’s .05 Law 
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https://www.nhtsa.gov/
https://www.nhtsa.gov/
https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/2020-traffic-crash-data-fatalities
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/813266
https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/utah-lower-impaired-driving-law-study
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/60428
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/60428
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Impaired Driving Update 

New from NHTSA 

On January 27th, Secretary Pete Buttigieg announced the Department of Transpor-

tation’s new National Roadway Safety Strategy, a comprehensive roadmap to ad-

dress fatalities and serious injuries on the nation’s roads. In launching the new 

strategy, Secretary Buttigieg said, “We cannot tolerate the continuing crisis of 

roadway deaths in America. These deaths are preventable, and that's why we're 

launching the National Roadway Safety Strategy today - a bold, comprehensive 

plan, with significant new funding from President Biden's Bipartisan Infrastructure 

Law.  We will work with every level of government and industry to deliver results, 

because every driver, passenger, and pedestrian should be certain that they're 

going to arrive at their destination safely, every time.”   

A few of the key actions outlined in the strategy are:  

• Leveraging new funding in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law for behavioral re-

search and interventions, and using education, technical assistance, and out-

reach to disseminate information to partners. 

• Leveraging public health approaches for implementation by engaging with a 

wide variety of stakeholders using a diversity of interventions. 

• Leveraging technology to improve the safety of motor vehicles on our road-

ways, including rulemaking on automatic emergency braking and pedestrian 

automatic emergency braking, and updates to the New Car Assessment Pro-

gram. 

• Expanding the use of and support for the National Emergency Medical Ser-

vices Information System — the national database that is used to store EMS da-

ta from the U.S. States and Territories — by funding applied research and data 

quality improvements. 

The National Roadway Safety Strategy can be read here.  

National Roadway Safety Strategy 

https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2022-02/USDOT-National-Roadway-Safety-Strategy.pdf


 

 3 

Impaired Driving Update 

New from NHTSA 

Part of the National Roads Safety Strategy is 

an emphasis on the Safe System Approach. 

The Winter 2022 issue of the Federal Highway 

Administration’s Public Roads Magazine in-

cludes several articles on the Safe System 

Approach, including an article written by 

NHTSA’s Robert Ritter, Dee Williams, and 

Gam Wijetunge explaining the Safe System 

Approach, and detailing the steps NHTSA is 

taking to adopt it.   

Safe System Approach 

The Safe System Approach includes 

five elements: safe road users, safe ve-

hicles, safe speeds, safe roads, and 

post-crash care. The approach incor-

porates the 5 Es of traffic safety—

equity, engineering, education, en-

forcement, and emergency medical 

services (EMS)—but goes beyond the 

traditional approach to enlist design-

ers, operators, and users of the trans-

portation system to prevent fatal 

crashes and reduce crash severity.  

What is the Safe System Approach?  

https://highways.dot.gov/public-roads/winter-2022
https://highways.dot.gov/public-roads/winter-2022/04
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Impaired Driving Update 

NHTSA is pleased to announce the establishment of a new Regional 

Toxicology Liaison Program through a Cooperative Agreement with the 

Society of Forensic Toxicologists. Regional Toxicology Liaisons have been 

hired in NHTSA regions 5, 7 and 9 to increase communication among state 

and local toxicology labs and partners, provide training for toxicologists on 

courtroom testimony on chain of custody, tests performed and results, 

coordinate standardize testing procedures among state agencies and 

coordinate data collection and reporting to state partners to strengthen 

state drug-impaired driving testing and reporting within each 

demonstration region. Please contact Jennifer Davidson at 

Jennifer.Davidson@dot.gov for more information.  

Regional Toxicology Liaison Program 

NHTSA has a technical assistance opportunity that is available to States and 

other entities needing support. NHTSA has a cooperative agreement with 

the Traffic Injury Research Foundation  (TIRF; www.tirf.ca ) to provide tech-

nical assistance to  enhance the implementation and delivery of impaired 

driving countermeasures. The goals are to help States identify strengths 

and gaps in their DWI system and track progress; develop solutions that 

are evidence-based, practical and tailored to the state's context; develop 

an operational plan to achievement improvements; and clarify the roles 

and responsibilities of agencies to strengthen the delivery of countermeas-

ures.  

Impaired Driving Technical Assistance 

New Database of EMS Legislation from NCSL 

The National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) recently began 

tracking State legislation relating to Emergency Medical Services. All the 

legislation is compiled and can be searched here.  

Program & Partner Updates 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1PqRMqgUbJu3uM9pQfrFxvV24j1kawYm3%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7Cdevin.burke%40dot.gov%7C91f0ef67dab04800eeb708d9ba53960b%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tirf.ca%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdevin.burke%40dot.gov%7C91f0ef67dab04800eeb708d9ba53960b%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637745690423623442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDA
https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/ems-legislative-database.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/ems-legislative-database.aspx
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Impaired Driving Update 

Campaigns 

NHTSA’s targeted awareness campaigns give the traffic safety 

community the chance to emphasize one message in a unified way 

across the country during a specific period of time. Each campaign 

has associated materials that can be found at 

TrafficSafetyMarketing.gov  or at the specific links below.  

By raising public awareness through paid, earned, and social media, 

and maximizing your local resources, you can make a difference. 

Looking to plan ahead? Yearly Communications and Events calendars 

can be found here. You can also sign up to receive email alerts about 

new campaign materials here.  

 

Want to know more about the marketing tools NHTSA has available? 

Information on advertising, branding, types of media, and research on 

past campaigns can be found here.  

 

• April 20, 2022: Drug-Impaired Driving 

Prevention (materials here) 

• May: Global Youth Traffic Safety Month 

Upcoming Campaigns 

https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials/drunk-driving/drive-sober-or-get-pulled-over/national-mobilization
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/calendars
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDOTNHTSA/subscriber/new
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/marketing-tools
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials/drug-impaired-driving/if-you-feel-different-you-drive-different/420-impaired-driving
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Impaired Driving Update 

National Drug & Alcohol Facts Week 

National Drug & Alcohol Facts Week® (NDAFW) is happening now! 

Organized by the National Institute on Drug Abuse, NDAFW is a 

coordinated week long health observance to educate the public about 

the dangers of illegal underage drug and alcohol use. It ends on 

March 27.  

Find a NDAWF event near you here and engage with educators and 

prevention professionals on social media using #NDAFW throughout 

the week.  

Teen and Young Drivers 

NTSB Webinar on Collision Avoidance Tech and Teens 

On Wednesday, March 23, 2022 from 2-4 p.m. ET, the National Trans-

portation Safety Board is hosting the “NTSB Most Wanted List Webinar 

on Collision-Avoidance Technologies and Teen Driver Safety.” During 

the event, NTSB will discuss the role of vehicle technology - specifi-

cally, collision avoidance technologies - in reducing teen traffic crash-

es and fatalities.  

Speakers will also dive deeper into the Insurance Institute for High-

way Safety's recent research on collision avoidance technology and 

teen driver safety, explore perspectives from educators and the auto-

motive industry, and address how vehicle technology, if made stand-

ard in all vehicles, can contribute toward equitable and accessible 

safe transportation for all. Find more information on the event page 

here.   

https://teens.drugabuse.gov/national-drug-alcohol-facts-week/view-events-and-highlights/map
https://www.ntsb.gov/news/events/Pages/2022-mwl-teen-driver-safety-webinar.aspx
https://www.ntsb.gov/news/events/Pages/2022-mwl-teen-driver-safety-webinar.aspx
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Impaired Driving Update 

Judicial Outreach 
 

The Traffic Case: A Course for Non-Lawyer Judges  

 
Nonlawyer judges may preside over cases involving impaired driving, 

which is a crime in all 50 states. Criminal matters such as impaired driving 

where incarceration is a potential sentence can have issues concerning due 

process, the 6th Amendment, and the right to a fair trial. This course is 

specially designed to give nonlawyer judges a solid foundation in evidence 

admissibility, the flow of a trial from beginning to end, case management, 

sentencing and more. For more information, visit the National Judicial 

College.  
 

National Judicial College Webinar: Responding to Secondary 

Trauma  
 

Judges who work in criminal and civil courts are exposed to people who 

have been traumatized and stories of trauma on a daily basis. Often these 

people and stories take a psychological toll on the people who hear them. 

As a result, they may become depressed, irritable, angry, tired, and anxious. 

When these experiences become continuous rather than occasional, 

secondary traumatization may result. This presentation will describe the 

primary symptoms and behaviors associated with secondary traumatization. 

It will also provide specific tools to help judges engage in self-care so that 

they can successfully continue to engage in the important work they do 
rather than burn out. To sign up for this free course, click here.  

Directions, a Newsletter from the National Judicial College 
The most recent issue of Directions is now available! Subscribe to get 

Directions, the newsletter of the Judicial Resource Center on Drug-Impaired 

Driving from the National Judicial College, delivered directly to your inbox. 

Previous issues can be found here.  

https://www.judges.org/courses/the-traffic-case-a-course-for-nonlawyer-judges/
https://www.judges.org/courses/the-traffic-case-a-course-for-nonlawyer-judges/
https://www.judges.org/courses/nhtsa-webcast-responding-to-secondary-traumatization/
https://judges.us8.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=bb221b99309bf3379838ff092&id=7556e666a5
https://www.trafficresources.org/newsletter?mc_cid=16a6c9068a&mc_eid=8ca597895f
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Contact Us 
Dr. Tara Kelley-Baker 

Chief, Impaired Driving Division 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Tara.KelleyBaker@dot.gov  

Impaired Driving Update 

Safety Program Assessment Subject  

Matter Experts Needed  

NHTSA needs experienced traffic safety professionals to join State as-

sessment teams. Team members will review various elements of State 

highway safety programs, identify opportunities to expand efforts and 

initiatives among stakeholders, and assist in strategic planning. Asses-

sors review State impaired driving, occupant protection, pedestrian 

and bicycle, driver education, and traffic records programs.  

If you are interested in becoming a Safety Program Assessment Team 

member and have experience in a relevant field, please email your 

contact information, a letter of interest, including subject areas for 

which you would like to be considered, and your resume to NHTSAAs-

sessments@dot.gov.  Your information will be forwarded to the appro-

priate NHTSA Safety Program manager for consideration. 

mailto:tara.kelleybaker@dot.gov%3e;
https://www.facebook.com/NHTSA
https://twitter.com/nhtsagov
https://www.youtube.com/user/USDOTNHTSA/Featured
https://www.instagram.com/nhtsagov/
mailto:NHTSAAssessments@dot.gov
mailto:NHTSAAssessments@dot.gov

