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Committee chairs generally request two documents prior to delivering 
testimony:  
 

1. Witness Form (link above) 
2. Copy of Written Testimony  
 

Most chairs request that these are provided to the office by email 24 hours 
in advance of the hearing. 
 
Your testimony should address the chair, vice chair, and ranking member 
by name, as well as other members of the committee. A listing of all the 
committees for the House can be found here, and a listing of all the 
committees for the Senate can be found here.  
 
Be brief and stay on point. It is recommended that testimony be limited to 
5-10 minutes. If testimony is too long and detail-oriented, you run the risk of 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/download?key=21566&format=pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/c0e462b4101/179ba633-3a9a-461b-adef-f3219a6f7b9b.docx
https://ohiohouse.gov/committees
https://ohiosenate.gov/committees


losing the committee members’ attention and weaking the effectiveness of 
the opportunity.  
When discussing the legislation, it is recommended that municipalities 
share their own experiences and include figures specifically related to your 
municipality. If testifying as an opponent, it is viewed as constructive to 
offer an alternative solution or approach to address the concern. 
 
When responding to questions, acknowledge the chair first, followed by the 
representative who asked the question. 
 
Contact OML if you need assistance. 
(614) 221-4349 
info@omlohio.org  
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